Readings Tor {ITEW Prayer

To he read from Friday, December 5,
through Sahhath, December 13, 2014 o~




Introduction

As we close the year 2014, this Week
of Prayer is the final event of the
year commemorating 100 years since
the events of World War I propelled
the International Missionary Society,
Seventh-day Adventist Church, Reform
Movement, into existence.

While it is true that the war cre-
ated very difficult situations and God'’s
church faced a serious test, it is equally
true that it was not its first test. There
were opposing views and strong de-
bates on various issues prior to this, es-
pecially in 1888. The Lord used Elders
A.T. Jones and E.]. Waggoner to present
the much-needed message of Christ
Our Righteousness; but a large pro-
portion of the delegates viewed things
differently, leading to opposition and
division in thinking and acting. The
message of 1888 become a crisis because
people thought in different ways and
there was a lack of spirituality. In 1914-
18, the test came from the outside, but
that became a crisis for the same rea-
son as before-because the church was
divided and not spiritually prepared
to face the emergency. These points
and many others have been presented
in different ways around the world in
this commemorative year. They are also
spelled out in the articles to be read this
week.

Often people-and especially young
people—ask why we talk so much about
history. “What matters is now,” they say.
But now is the summation of all that has
gone before, and that is particularly true
in religious matters. If we don't know
where God’s church has come from, we
won't know how to assess where we
are today. And if we are unable to as-
sess what is happening today and make
necessary corrections, we will never
reach the destination. It isn’t so difficult
to look back and see where others made
mistakes; it is much harder to see our
own mistakes and even harder to cor-
rect them within the culture.

But there are red flags going up that
should at least pull us up short and
make us take a closer look at ourselves—
at how we do things, at how we think,
at how we handle the sacred oracles,
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and at what decisions we are making.
And “we” are the individuals, church-
es, leaders, and governing committees
within the church organization. The
leaders are especially accountable-and
need to be held to account-as is seen in
the events reviewed during this year.

God’s people are sheep; Jesus Him-
self said so. He made people as social
beings, so that is not a bad thing. But Je-
sus also said, “I am the good shepherd:
the good shepherd giveth His life for
the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and
not the shepherd, whose own the sheep
are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leav-
eth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf
catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.
The hireling fleeth, because he is an
hireling, and careth not for the sheep.
I am the good shepherd, and know My
sheep, and am known of Mine. As the
Father knoweth Me, even so know I
the Father: and I lay down My life for
the sheep.” John 10:12-15. Leaders may
safely be followed when they follow the
Good Shepherd. They should not be fol-
lowed when they do not.

Events that happened before will
happen again. Or, better said, the tests
will come around again, only they will
look different. Knowing what hap-
pened in the past is extremely impor-
tant, but so is the faithful performance
of today’s responsibilities. “As each day
comes we must in the strength of Jesus
meet its trials and temptations. If we fail
one day we add to the burdens of the
next, and have less strength. We should
not cloud the future by our carelessness
in the present, but by thoughtful and
careful performance of today’s duties
be preparing to meet the emergencies of
tomorrow.” —(Review and Herald, Febru-
ary 3, 1885) Our Father Cares, p. 130.

How are we facing our daily chal-
lenges? What is our spiritual condition?
Are we as faithful and determined as
were Daniel and his friends in Babylon,
or are we compromising with the world
and lacking a clear vision of the future?
How are we preparing for the upcom-
ing crises? Are we united in one spirit
of love, faithfulness, and consecration?
Are we making experiences with the
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Lord every day? Only if we are engaged
in the battles of the Lord will we make
spiritual progress, gain victories, and
be prepared for the great tests ahead as
well as for the greatest event in earth’s
history.

In Reading 7, Brother Idel Suarez,
Jr., tells of a conversation that he had
with an Adventist professor on May 15,
during the Symposium held by the Sev-
enth-day Adventists in Friedensau con-
cerning the church’s actions in World
War I. He writes: “During a recess on
the last day, an Adventist scholar pre-
sented some troubling predictions that,
according to the Post-Modern Adven-
tist philosophy, the Sunday law may
never come and prophecy may fail. I
asked another attending professor, ‘Do
you also believe at your American Ad-
ventist University that the Sunday law
may never come?’ He replied that the
problem was that fourth generation Ad-
ventists were having trouble, since the
second coming of Christ has not yet oc-
curred.”

So, here we are. Now the task is
twofold. First, church members, young
people, and the whole world need to
be warned against becoming like the
evil servant who says “in his heart, My
lord delayeth his coming; And shall be-
gin to smite his fellowservants, and to
eat and drink with the drunken.” Mat-
thew 24:48. The gospel is about being
the light of the world and the salt of the
earth. While we wait for Jesus to come
and establish His kingdom of peace in
the place of a world headed for environ-
mental ruin, filled with violence, and
teetering on the brink of chaos, we are
to live and teach the principles of holi-
ness and righteousness portrayed in the
Scriptures, which are life and blessing.

Secondly, “We have also a more sure
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts.” 2 Peter 1:19. Let us encourage
the investigation of the prophetic scrip-
tures by everyone in the light of past
and current events, particularly those
in Daniel and the Revelation which
have received little attention. We have a
responsibility to teach the solid herme-
neutic principles that give every search-
ing soul the tools needed to put together
the pieces of prophecy and to grasp its
spiritual significance in the plan of di-
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vine providence. To leave out either of
these is to mishandle the sacred word.
May these Readings for the Week
of Prayer serve to clarify our focus on
where we have come from and where
we are going. More than ever, we need
to take extra special care of what we are
supposed to do—whether it is considered
small or large—and take our hands off of
those things that are God’s responsibil-
ity, cherishing the experiences He has
given us and encouraging everyone in
our circle of influence to make his or her
own personal experiences with Him.
We urge the leaders and members to
be in attendance at your meeting place
for every Reading this week, except as

you have the opportunity to go and
share the messages and pray with those
who would otherwise be alone because
of sickness or incapacity. The last day of
the Week of Prayer, Sabbath, December
13, will be a day of fasting and prayer
all around the world. Also, the annual
Week of Prayer offerings, which are so
critically important in supporting the
General Conference’s operations in new
fields and dependent countries, will be
gathered at the end of the last reading.
The needs are particularly urgent, and
the means God has given are not only
limited, but also threatened.

—The brothers and sisters

of the General Conference

“Let none entertain the thought, however, that we can dispense with orga-
nization. It has cost us much study, and many prayers for wisdom that we
know God has answered, to erect this structure. It has been built up by His
direction, through much sacrifice and conflict. Let none of our brethren be
so deceived as to attempt to tear it down, for you will thus bring in a condi-
tion of things that you do not dream of.

“In the name of the Lord, I declare to you that it is to stand, strengthened,
established, and settled. At God’s command, ‘Go forward,” we advanced
when the difficulties to be surmounted made the advance seem impos-
sible. We know how much it has cost to work out God’s plans in the past,
which has made us as a people what we are. Then let every one be exceed-
ingly careful not to unsettle minds in regard to those things that God has
ordained for our prosperity and success.

“You must never, never seek to lift one pin, remove one landmark, that the
Lord has given to His people as truth.

“There is to be no change in the features of our work. It is to stand as clear
and distinct as prophecy has made it. We are to enter into no confederacy
with the world, supposing that by so doing we could do more work.

“We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the way
the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history. We are now a
strong people, if we will put our trust in the Lord; for we are handling the
mighty truths of the word of God. We have everything to be thankful for. If
we walk in the light as it shines upon us from the living oracles of God, we
shall have large responsibilities, corresponding to the great light given us
of God. We have many duties to perform, because we have been made the
depositaries of sacred truth to be given to the world in all its beauty and
glory. We are debtors to God to use every advantage he has entrusted to
us to beautify the truth of holiness of character, and to send the message of
warning and of comfort, of hope and of love, to those who are in the dark-
ness of error and sin.” -General Conference Daily Bulletin, February 20, 1899.




Reading 1 - Friday, December 5, 2014

Prophetic Foundation of the Reformation

By Parmenas Shirima, Tanzania

he end of 2014 as the Centennial

Year of the rise of the Reform Move-
ment among Seventh-day Adventists
is a good time to consider more close-
ly the prophetic foundation of God’s
church. The objective here is to focus on
the characteristics of a genuine reform
movement. We will mention the funda-
mental principles of faith that were giv-
en to our first parents and succeeding
generations. We refer to these principles
as “divine institutions,” for they were
established by God Himself and have
a direct bearing on man’s spiritual and
physical well being.

When God made a covenant with
His people, Israel, He entrusted to them
His divine principles. Because the Israel-
ites as a nation were repeatedly unfaith-
ful in keeping them and also rejected
God’s Son, the Messiah, Christ founded
His church under the new covenant
with people from all nations and lan-
guages. Beginning in 1844, the Adven-
tist Church was called as God’s remnant
church upon the platform of truth. His-
tory shows, as prophesied in Revelation
12:17, that Satan waged an intensive war
against this church to tempt it to be un-
faithful to the divine principles.

Apostasy in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church spread rapidly, and God
found faithful Seventh-day Adventists
to endure the crisis of World War I be-
ginning in 1914 and maintain the purity
and sanctity of His remnant church.

There are three basic criteria that
characterize God’s remnant church:

1. Doctrine: God’s people uphold
sound doctrine based on the present
truth committed to them in the Bible and
Spirit of prophecy. Doctrine determines
the spirituality and faithfulness of the
church to God.

“But God will have a people upon
the earth to maintain the Bible, and the
Bible only, as the standard of all doc-
trines and the basis of all reforms. The
opinions of learned men, the deductions
of science, the creeds or decisions of
ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and
discordant as are the churches which
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they represent, the voice of the major-
ity-not one nor all of these should be
regarded as evidence for or against any
point of religious faith. Before accepting
any doctrine or precept, we should de-
mand a plain ‘Thus saith the Lord’ in its
support.” —The Great Controversy, p. 595.

“No line of truth that has made the
Seventh-day Adventist people what they
are is to be weakened. We have the old
landmarks of truth, experience, and duty,
and we are to stand firmly in defense of
our principles, in full view of the world.”
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 17.

2. Prophecy: The continued existence
of God'’s church is prophesied in the Bible
as well as in the Spirit of prophecy. Ac-
cording to Amos 3:7, “Surely the Lord
God will do nothing, but He revealeth
His secret unto His servants the proph-
ets.”

3. History: The continuous exis-
tence of God’s church is confirmed by
the chain of history, beginning in Eden.
From the very beginning, the history of
God’s people has been marked by obe-
dience and disobedience, apostasy, and
separation. Again and again there was a
“faithful remnant” that was then God'’s
church in truth, if necessary breaking
away and separating, as well as reor-
ganizing when injustice prevailed and
there was persistence in error. It was like
this in the time of the Reformers in the
Middle Ages, as well as with the Advent
Movement and also in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in the time of World
War L. “Except the Lord of hosts had left
unto us a very small remnant, we should
have been as Sodom, and we should have
been like unto Gomorrah.” Isaiah 1:9.

What about the frequently encoun-
tered idea that God accepts and leads all
groups that keep the Sabbath?

“God has a distinct people, a church
on earth, second to none, but superior to
all in their facilities to teach the truth, to
vindicate the law of God....

“God has a church on earth who
are lifting up the downtrodden law,
and presenting to the world the Lamb
of God that taketh away the sins of the

world. The church is the depositary of

the wealth of the riches of the grace of

Christ, and through the church even-

tually will be made manifest the final

and full display of the love of God to
the world that is to be lightened with its
glory.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gos-

pel Workers, pp. 58, 50.

Today, as in the time of Ellen G.
White, one finds various groups among
Adventists:

1. Nominal Adventists were Advent
believers who rejected the sanctu-
ary and Sabbath truths. Today this
can apply to Adventists as individu-
als or groups that have given up the
landmarks of Adventist truth. See
Early Writings, p. 261.

2. False reformations. Ellen G. White
describes the emergence of false
reformations that would not lead to
true conversion from error to truth.
These false revivals would even be
led by supposed Adventists. See Ear-
ly Writings, p. 45.

3. Independent groups or loners that
turn against the organization and
church order and spread other false
teachings. See Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 9, pp. 258, 259.

4. The remnant church (true reform-
ers). See Early Writings, p. 261=

Divine institutions in Eden

In the beginning, God created every-
thing perfect. To guarantee the happi-
ness of His creatures on earth, God cre-
ated moral institutions which were the
foundations of His loving rulership and
entrusted them to man. In the succeed-
ing generations, after sin’s entrance,
those foundations were broken down.
According to the prophecy of Isaiah
58:12, God will call a people at the end
of time to repair the broken principles:
“And they that shall be of thee shall
build the old waste places: thou shall
raise up the foundations of many gen-
erations; and thou shall be called, The
repairer of the breach, The restorer of
paths to dwell in.”
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Commenting on this verse, the Spirit
of prophecy speaks about the reforma-
tion at the end of time: “God’s remnant
people, standing before the world as re-
formers, are to show that the law of God
is the foundation of all enduring reform
and that the Sabbath of the fourth com-
mandment is to stand as a memorial of
creation, a constant reminder of the pow-
er of God. In clear, distinct lines they are
to present the necessity of obedience to
all the precepts of the Decalogue. Con-
strained by the love of Christ, they are to
cooperate with Him in building up the
waste places. They are to be repairers of
the breach, restorers of paths to dwell
in.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 678.

We will now consider briefly the in-
stitutions God established and gave to
man at the beginning.

1. The holy law of God

“The law of love being the foundation
of the government of God, the happi-
ness of all intelligent beings depends
upon their perfect accord with its great
principles of righteousness. God de-
sires from all His creatures the service
of love-service that springs from an ap-
preciation of His character. He takes no
pleasure in a forced obedience; and to
all He grants freedom of will, that they
may render Him voluntary service....

“Satan represented to the holy pair
that they would be gainers by breaking
the law of God. Do we not today hear
similar reasoning? Many talk of the
narrowness of those who obey God’s
commandments, while they themselves
claim to have broader ideas and to en-
joy greater liberty. What is this but an
echo of the voice from Eden, ‘In the day
ye eat thereof’-transgress the divine re-
quirement—"ye shall be as gods’?...

“Whatever contradicts God’s word,
we may be sure proceeds from Satan.”
—Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 34, 55. Read
also: Exodus 20:1-17; Ecclesiastes 12:13,
14; Deuteronomy 11:26-28; 30:19; 20:17,
18.

2. The Sabbath

The wonderful works of creation were
not left without a memorial. The psalm-
ist says in Psalm 111:4: “He has made
His wonderful works to be remem-
bered....” The Sabbath, therefore, is the
Lord’s day of rest, which He commit-
ted to His people for their keeping and
observance for the promotion of their
spiritual and physical rest. The Sabbath
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is also a sign between God and His peo-
ple. Read also: Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus
20:8-11; 31:13-17; Ezekiel 20:12, 20; Isa-
iah 58:13, 14; Hebrews 4:9-11.

3. Marriage-lifelong bond

“Man was not made to dwell in soli-
tude; he was to be a social being. With-
out companionship the beautiful scenes
and delightful employments of Eden
would have failed to yield perfect hap-
piness. Even communion with angels
could not have satisfied his desire for
sympathy and companionship. There
was none of the same nature to love and
to be loved.

“God himself gave Adam a com-
panion. He provided ‘an help meet for
him’-a helper corresponding to him-
one who was fitted to be his companion,
and who could be one with him in love
and sympathy....

“God celebrated the first marriage.
Thus the institution has for its origina-
tor the Creator of the universe.” —Con-
flict and Courage, p. 14.

See also: Genesis 1:27, 28; 2:18, 21-
23; Matthew 19:3-6; Malachi 2:13-16;
Romans 7:1-3; 1 Corinthians 7:10, 11;
Ephesians 5:22-31.

4. Way of life (lifestyle)

“And the Lord God planted a garden
eastward in Eden; and there He put the
man whom He had formed.” “And God
said, see, I have given you every herb
that yields seed which is upon the face
of the earth, and every tree whose fruit
yield seed; to you it shall be for food.”
Genesis 2:8; 1:29, New King James Version.
When the Creator prescribed man’s
diet in paradise, He gave what is best for
human nourishment-plant foods. At cre-
ation, He gave man a diet of fruit, nuts,
vegetables, and legumes. The herbs of
the field were added later. Genesis 3:18.
God created a perfect man. Body,
soul, and spirit belong to the Lord. It is
His will that mankind rejoice in spiri-
tual, mental, and physical health. That
is why He gave the principles of health.
“The health reform is one branch of
the work which is to fit a people for the
coming of the Lord. It is as closely con-
nected with the third angel’s message as
the hand is with the body.” —Christian
Temperance and Bible Hygiene, p. 9. Read
further: Exodus 15:26; 16:1-4.
“If we move from principle in these
things, if we observe strict rules of diet, if
as Christians, we educate our tastes after

God’s plan, we shall exert an influence
which will meet the mind of God.” —Tes-
timony Studies on Diet and Foods, p. 69.

“Pure air, sunlight, abstemiousness,
rest, exercise, proper diet, the use of wa-
ter, trust in divine power--these are the
true remedies.” ~The Ministry of Healing,
p. 127.

“There are those who ought to be
awake to the danger of meat eating,
who are still eating the flesh of animals,
thus endangering the physical, mental,
and spiritual health. Many who are now
only half converted on the question of
meat eating will go from God’s people
to walk no more with them.” —Counsels
on Health, p. 575; Maranatha, p. 62.

5. Peace

The first violence which shed human
blood was that of Cain, who killed his
innocent brother Abel, and the crime
of Lamech followed. Genesis 4:5-10, 23.
Since that time, violence and war have
multiplied as people and kingdoms rise
up against each other and other nations.
Matthew 24:6-11.

Anciently the Lord forbade His peo-
ple to establish alliances with heathen na-
tions. Deuteronomy 7:1-4. Nevertheless,
Judah and Ephraim made alliances with
Egypt, Syria, and Assyria. 2 Kings 18:21;
Isaiah 36:6; 1 Kings 15:17-19; Hosea 12:1-
2; 5:13. The Bible refers to such alliances
as “fornication” (Revelation 17:2, 4), be-
cause they generate compromises and
even war. The world today is infatuated
by the spirit of politics and war. “In re-
gard to the world, Christians will say, We
will not dabble in politics. They will say
decidedly, We are pilgrims and strangers;
our citizenship is above.” —Testimonies to
Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 131.

“I was shown that God’s people,
who are His peculiar treasure, cannot
engage in this perplexing war [Ameri-
can Civil War, 1861-1865], for it is op-
posed to every principle of their faith.
In the army they cannot obey the truth
and at the same time obey the require-
ments of their officers.” —Testimonies for
the Church, vol. 1, p. 361.

6. Purity of faith

Organizational cooperation of the
church of God with other religious
communities is one of Satan’s strategies
for neutralizing the influence of God’s
church and the present truth. From the
very beginning, after the rebellion of
Cain, God’s people were separate and
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distinct from the rebellious ones. Gen-
esis 4:16, 17, 25, 26. When the lines inter-
mingled, violence increased manifold
and God had to destroy all of mankind
in the flood. Genesis 6:1-3.

Later, when the Israelites were cho-
sen as God’s people and church, the same
principle of distinctness was applied to
them. Exodus 19:3-6; Deuteronomy 7:1-6;
2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Revelation 18:1-5.

“The world must not be intro-
duced into the church, and married to
the church, forming a bond of unity.
Through this means the church will be-
come indeed corrupt, and as stated in
Revelation, ‘a cage of every unclean and
hateful bird.” “ —Testimonies to Ministers
and Gospel Workers, p. 265.

7. Tithes and offerings

“The Lord created every tree in Eden
pleasant to the eyes and good for food,
and He bade Adam and Eve freely enjoy
His bounties. But He made one excep-
tion. Of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil they were not to eat. This tree
God reserved as a constant reminder
of His ownership of all. Thus He gave
them opportunity to demonstrate their
faith and trust in Him by their perfect
obedience to His requirements.

“So it is with God’s claims upon us.
He places His treasures in the hands of
men, but requires that one tenth shall
be faithfully laid aside for His work. He
requires this portion to be placed in His
treasury. It is to be rendered to Him as
His own; it is sacred and is to be used for
sacred purposes, for the support of those
who carry the message of salvation to all
parts of the world. He reserves this por-
tion, that means may ever be flowing
into His treasure house and that the light
of truth may be carried to those who
are nigh and those who are afar off. By
faithfully obeying this requirement we
acknowledge that all belongs to God.”
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 386.

Today our loyalty and faithfulness
as well as our love for God are shown
by our tithes and offerings.

Read also: Genesis 2:16, 17; Deuter-
onomy 12:6, 11; Malachi 3:8-12; 2 Corin-
thians 9:6-8.

8. Righteousness by faith

“After their sin Adam and Eve were no
longer to dwell in Eden. They earnestly
entreated that they might remain in the
home of their innocence and joy. They
confessed that they had forfeited all
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right to that happy abode, but pledged
themselves for the future to yield strict
obedience to God....

“The Son of God, heaven’s glorious
Commander, was touched with pity for
the fallen race. His heart was moved
with infinite compassion as the woes
of the lost world rose up before Him.
But divine love had conceived a plan
whereby man might be redeemed. The
broken law of God demanded the life of
the sinner. In all the universe there was
but one who could, in behalf of man, sat-
isfy its claims. Since the divine law is as
sacred as God Himself, only one equal
with God could make atonement for its
transgression. None but Christ could re-
deem fallen man from the curse of the
law and bring him again into harmony
with Heaven. Christ would take upon
Himself the guilt and shame of sin—sin
so offensive to a holy God that it must
separate the Father and His Son. Christ
would reach to the depths of misery to
rescue the ruined race.” —Patriarchs and
Prophets, pp. 61, 63.

Read further: Genesis 3:15, 21; Isai-
ah 53:3-7, 11; Jeremiah 23:5, 6; Romans
3:22-26; Ephesians 2:5-8; Titus 2:11-14;
Revelation 14:12.

Amazing parallels to Israel’s history

When the prophecy of Daniel 8:14,
which told of the end time, was fulfilled
in October 1844, the Advent Movement
was called to life. Later, the Seventh-day
Adventist Church arose from this move-
ment as a worldwide organization. To it
was entrusted the three angels’ messag-
es and the gift of the Spirit of prophecy
through Ellen G. White. Sadly, it did not
take long for the church to start back-
sliding, and eventually there was open
apostasy. As written in Jeremiah 6:16,
the people refused to walk in the old
paths; and Revelation 3:14-18 described
the people as becoming spiritually luke-
warm. The clear testimonies of the Spirit
of prophecy warn God’s church against
leaving the path of righteousness and
truth.

“Jerusalem is a representation of
what the church will be if it refuses to
walk in the light that God has given.”
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p. 67.

“Like ancient Israel the church has
dishonored her God by departing from
the light, neglecting her duties, and
abusing her high and exalted privilege
of being peculiar and holy in character.

Her members have violated their cove-
nant to live for God and Him only. They
have joined with the selfish and world-
loving. Pride, the love of pleasure, and
sin have been cherished, and Christ has
departed. His Spirit has been quenched
in the church. Satan works side by side
with professed Christians; yet they are
so destitute of spiritual discernment
that they do not detect him.” —Testimo-
nies for the Church, vol. 2, pp. 441, 442.

“In the balances of the sanctuary
the Seventh-day Adventist Church is
to be weighed. She will be judged by
the privileges and advantages that she
has had. If her spiritual experience does
not correspond to the advantages that
Christ, at infinite cost, has bestowed on
her, if the blessings conferred have not
qualified her to do the work entrusted
to her, on her will be pronounced a sen-
tence: ‘Found wanting.” By the light be-
stowed, the opportunity given, will she
be judged.” —Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 8, p. 247.

The Christ Our Righteousness
message rejected

Sister White commented in support of
the message presented at the 1888 Gen-
eral Conference: “The Lord in His great
mercy sent a most precious message to
His people.... This message was to bring
more prominently before the world the
uplifted Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins
of the whole world. It presented justifi-
cation through faith in the Surety; it in-
vited the people to receive the righteous-
ness of Christ, which is made manifest
in obedience to all the commandments
of God. Many had lost sight of Jesus.
They needed to have their eyes directed
to His divine person, His merits, and
His changeless love for the human fam-
ily. All power is given into His hands,
that He may dispense rich gifts unto
men, imparting the priceless gift of His
own righteousness to the helpless hu-
man agent. This is the message that God
commanded to be given to the world. It
is the third angel’s message, which is to
be proclaimed with a loud voice, and at-
tended with the outpouring of His Spirit
in a large measure.” —Testimonies to Min-
isters and Gospel Workers, pp. 91, 92.

It is sad that the majority of the dele-
gates at the conference rejected the mes-
sage. Sister White later wrote, “May the
Lord have mercy upon you; for if you
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go on in this way, nothing but evil can
be prophesied concerning you.” —Testi-
monies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 77.

Calls for reformation unheeded

Many calls for reformation were given
from the Bible and through the Spirit
of prophecy, but they were not heeded.
Here are a few of many lamentations
from God’s servant: “We need a thor-
ough reformation in all our churches.
The converting power of God must
come into the church. Seek the Lord
most earnestly, put away your sins, and
tarry in Jerusalem till ye be endowed
with power from on high.” —Testimonies
to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 443.

“God’s people will not endure the
test unless there is a revival and a refor-
mation.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol.
7, p. 285.

“Unless there is a decided reforma-
tion among the people of God, He will
turn His face from them.” —Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 8, p. 146.

“Men of clear understanding are
needed now. God calls upon those who
are willing to be controlled by the Holy
Spirit to lead out in a work of thorough
reformation. I see a crisis before us, and
the Lord calls for His laborers to come
into line. Every soul should now stand
in a position of deeper, truer consecra-
tion to God than during the years that
have passed....” —Selected Messages,
book 2, p. 400.

“Who can truthfully say: ‘Our gold
is tried in the fire; our garments are un-
spotted by the world’? I saw our Instruc-
tor pointing to the garments of so-called
righteousness. Stripping them off, He
laid bare the defilement beneath. Then
He said to me: ‘Can you not see how
they have pretentiously covered up their
defilement and rottenness of character?
“How is the faithful city become an har-
lot.” My Father’s house is made a house
of merchandise, a place whence the di-
vine presence and glory have departed.”
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p. 250.

A Reformation brought about by God

After many calls for reformation failed,
God in His wisdom took a different and
unexpected measure to reform His peo-
ple. He allowed the church to enter the
fiercest tests during World War 1.

“Let me tell you that the Lord will
work in this last work in a manner very
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much out of the order of things, and in a
way that will be contrary to any human
planning.” —Testimonies to Ministers and
Gospel Workers, p. 300.

“The reason why He does not of-
tener choose men of learning and high
position to lead out in reform move-
ments is that they trust to their creeds,
theories, and theological systems, and
feel no need to be taught of God.” —The
Great Controversy, p. 456.

“Soon God’s people will be tested
by fiery trials, and the great proportion
of those who now appear to be genuine
and true will prove to be base metal.”
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 136.

“Fearful tests and trials await the
people of God. The spirit of war is stir-
ring the nations from one end of the
earth to the other.” —Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 9, p. 17.

“l have been deeply impressed by
scenes that have recently passed before
me in the night season. There seemed to
be a great movement—a work of revival-
going forward in many places. Our peo-
ple were moving into line, responding
to God’s call.” —Testimonies to Ministers
and Gospel Workers, pp. 514, 515.

The message of 1888-beginning
of the loud cry

“The time of test is just upon us, for the
loud cry of the third angel has already
begun in the revelation of the righ-
teousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning
Redeemer. This is the beginning of the
angel whose glory shall fill the whole
earth.” (Review and Herald, November
22,1892) Selected Messages, book 1, p. 362.

This was the fulfillment of Revela-
tion 18:1-3: “And after these things I saw
another angel come down from heaven,
having great power; and the earth was
lightened with his glory. And he cried
mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, and is be-
come the habitation of devils, and the
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of
every unclean and hateful bird.”

Sister White told how this angel
of Revelation 18 would work. Early in
the 1850s, she wrote about the test or
temptation that the church would pass
through: “The message of the fall of
Babylon, as given by the second angel,
is repeated, with the additional men-
tion of the corruptions which have been
entering the churches since 1844. The

work of this angel comes in at the right
time to join in the last great work of the
third angel’s message as it swells to a
loud cry. And the people of God are thus
prepared to stand in the hour of tempta-
tion, which they are soon to meet....
“This message seemed to be an addi-
tion to the third message, joining it as the
midnight cry joined the second angel’s
message in 1844.” —Early Writings, p. 277.

The Reform Movement and
continuation of the loud cry

In the above quotations, we recognize
a sequence of what will happen. The
loud cry message will join the third an-
gel’s message as the midnight cry joined
the second angel’s message in 1844. If
we analyze this statement, we will note
that when the midnight cry joined the
second angel’s message in 1844, the
Advent Movement, which had grown
to over 50,000 in number, was sifted to
only about 50 who remained faithful.
Could it be that this experience is re-
peated during the development of the
loud cry? We may analyze this further
as follows:

1. The message of the loud cry is
directed primarily to Seventh-day Ad-
ventists but also to the churches in the
whole world. About forty years later,
in 1892, she qualified her former state-
ment, saying, “The time of test is just
upon us, for the loud cry of the third
angel has already begun in the revela-
tion of the righteousness of Christ, the
sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the be-
ginning of the angel whose glory shall
fill the whole earth.” —Review and Herald,
November 22, 1892.

2. Theloud cry message was intend-
ed to prepare God’s people to stand in
the test that they were soon to meet in
World War I.

3. As already mentioned, Sister
White says that the loud cry will contin-
ue because apostasy in the churches will
increase. When during World War I the
leaders of the Seventh-day Adventists of-
ficially recommended that their members
participate in the war and thus decided
to transgress God’s commandments in
times of war, a “loud cry” became neces-
sary to warn God’s people in this regard.

The loud cry will come to a close
when apostasy from God’s law is at its
worst. Consider this statement, “One
thing it is certain is soon to be realized-
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the great apostasy, which is developing
and increasing and waxing stronger,
and will continue to do so until the
Lord shall descend from heaven with
a shout.” —Special Testimonies, Series B,
No. 7, p. 57, December 4, 1905.

Therefore, the message given in
Minneapolis in 1888 by Elders A.T.
Jones and E.J. Waggoner was just the
beginning of the loud cry, but the mes-
sage could not swell to its full glory
because the church was going down-
ward spiritually, as became evident in
1914. With its militaristic attitude and
the clear statement of participation in
the war, the Seventh-day Adventist
Church openly transgressed the fourth
and sixth commandments by urging its
members to take up weapons and fight,
even on the Sabbath day. This decision
was never changed up until today. The
church thus did not pass the test.

It was reported at that time that 98
percent of the church’s members sup-
ported the decision of the church lead-
ership, while 2 percent-a faithful rem-
nant-stood firm to the church’s original
stand in favor of obedience to the com-
mandments of God.

Dear brothers and sisters, in this
Week of Prayer, we should be aware of
the fact that we as the Reform Move-
ment have a high calling as well as a
high responsibility. As individuals and
as a church, do we live according to our
calling? How do we fulfill our respon-
sibility to Adventists of other organiza-
tions and to the world?

To all Adventists and to everyone in
all churches today the call is, “Come out
of her, My people, that that ye be not par-
takers of her sins,...” Revelation 18:4. Yet
this testimony will be seen in its glorious
effect only when we as the Reform Move-
ment reveal God’s love to the world. “The
members of the church, those whom He
has called out of darkness into His mar-
velous light, are to show forth His glory.
The church is the repository of the riches
of the grace of Christ; and through the
church will eventually be made mani-
fest, even to ‘the principalities and pow-
ers in heavenly places,” the final and full
display of the love of God. Ephesians
3:10.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 9.

May God give us the heavenly un-
derstanding and courage to take our
place in the proclamation of the three
angels’ messages and the loud cry to the
fallen world. Amen.
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Reading 2 - Sabbath, December 6, 2013

Christ Our Righteousness—
Basis of All Reformation

By Alfredo Fisicaro, Chile

his subject is the most precious jewel

that God has committed to men. It is
a privilege to be able to know it, accept
it, and live it. It is the center of the plan
of redemption as are the three angels’
messages. Revelation 14:6-12.

What is righteousness?

The Royal Spanish Academy provides
several definitions for the Spanish word
justicia—translated as “righteousness” in
English-including “law, reason, equity”;
“that which is done according to right
or reason”; attribute of God by which
all things are numbered, weighed, or
measured. “Ordinarily understood as
the divine provision that punishes or
rewards as each one deserves.”

The word of God tells us that God
is the source of righteousness and that
Jehovah reveals Himself as righteous:
“O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto
Thee,...” Daniel 9:7. “The Lord is righ-
teous in all His ways,...” Psalm 145:17.
But perhaps the most beautiful expres-
sion referring to the righteousness em-
bodied in Christ is what is recorded in
Hebrews 1:9: “Thou hast loved righ-
teousness, and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even Thy God, hath anointed Thee
with the oil of gladness above Thy fel-
lows.” As Jeremiah presents it: “... And
this is His name whereby He shall be
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS-
NESS.” Jeremiah 23:6.

“I have a Saviour. In Him I trust,
and He will never suffer me to be con-
founded. In His name I triumph. He is
my righteousness, and my crown of re-
joicing.” =That I May Know Him, p. 112.

Condition of the church before 1888

In the years before 1888, the condition
the church demonstrated by experience
can be seen in the messages sent from
heaven through the Lord’s messenger.
She presented the great danger and the

fatal errors into which the church had
fallen. Here are a few quotations in
chronological order.

1856: “Oh, the pride that was shown
me of God’s professed people! It has in-
creased every year, until it isnow impos-
sible to designate professed advent Sab-
bath keepers from all the world around
them.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1,
p. 135.

1860: “I was shown the low state
of God’s people; that God had not de-
parted from them, but that they had
departed from Him, and had become
lukewarm.” —Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 1, p. 210.

1865: “The people are overcharged
with surfeiting and drunkenness and
the cares of this life. They are enter-
ing deeper and deeper into a spirit of
worldly enterprise. They are ambitious
to get gain. Spirituality and devotion
are rare.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol.
1, p. 469.

1882: “As Jesus views the state of His
professed followers today, He sees base
ingratitude, hollow formalism, hypo-
critical insincerity, pharisaical pride,
and apostasy....

“The church has turned back from
following Christ her Leader and is
steadily retreating toward Egypt.” -
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, pp. 72,
217.

1887: “What is our condition in this
fearful and solemn time? Alas, what
pride is prevailing in the church, what
hypocrisy, what deception, what love of
dress, frivolity, and amusement, what
desire for the supremacy! All these sins
have clouded the mind, so that eternal
things have not been discerned.” —Se-
lected Messages, book 1, p. 125.

Condition of the church in 1888

The General Conference of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church held two major
events that year in Minneapolis, Minne-
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sota, in the north central United States.
From October 10 to 16, a Ministerial In-
stitute (Seminar) was held for workers.
The General Conference was held from
October 17 to November 4 with approx-
imately ninety delegates from around
the world.

But before this conference, God sent
a very strong message concerning the
condition of the sleeping church and its
great need of Christ Our Righteousness.

“The facts concerning the real con-
dition of the professed people of God
speak more loudly than their profes-
sion, and make it evident that some
power has cut the cable that anchored
them to the Eternal Rock, and that they
are drifting away to sea without chart or
compass.” —Review and Herald, July 24,
1888.

It is evident that God was saying di-
rectly: “I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert
cold or hot.” “Because thou sayest, I
am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not
that thou art wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked.” Rev-
elation 3:15, 17.

Divine message

“It is not enough to be familiar with the
arguments of the truth alone. You must
meet the people through the life that is
in Jesus. Your work will be made wholly
successful, if Jesus is abiding with you;
for He has said, “Without Me, ye can do
nothing.’

“Jesus stands knocking-knocking
at the door of your hearts—and yet, for
all this, some say continually, ‘I cannot
find Him.” Why not? He says, ‘I stand
here knocking. Why do you not open
the door, and say, Come in, dear Lord’?
I am so glad for these simple directions
as to the way to find Jesus. If it were
not for them, I should not know how
to find Him whose presence I desire so
much. Open the door now, and empty
the soul-temple of the buyers and sell-
ers, and invite the Lord to come in.
Say to Him, ‘I will love Thee with all
my soul. I will work the works of righ-
teousness. I will obey the law of God.’
Then you will feel the peaceful pres-
ence of Jesus.” —Review and Herald, Au-
gust 28, 1888.

Although the Lord sent messages to
the leadership and the church in general
through various articles in the Review
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and Herald for many years, and especial-

ly in 1887, this message at the General

Conference held in Minneapolis in 1888

was much more direct and forceful.
The message presented by these two

servants invited the attendees to recog-
nize:

a) the functions of God’s law, such as to
reveal sin: “... I had not known sin,
but by the law:...” (Romans 7:7) as
well as to lead man to Christ: ... For
Christ is the end [purpose] of the
law...” (Romans 10:4);

b) that they were sinners: “There is
none righteous, no, not one:” “For
all have ... come short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:10, 23), and
“Wherefore, as by one man sin en-
tered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all
men, for that all have sinned” (Ro-
mans 5:12);

c) that man cannot obey the divine law
by himself;

d) that therefore he needs to seek per-
fect imputed righteousness in the
person of Christ in “sinful flesh”
(Romans 8:3, or “as a human be-
ing with a nature like our own sin-
ful one,” Contemporary Jewish Bible),
who lived a perfect life and perfectly
fulfilled God’s law;

e) and that that obedience and righ-
teousness achieved throughout His
life and culminating in the words,
“It is finished” (John 19:30), is the
only basis for man’s acceptance be-
fore God. “Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ro-
mans 5:1. “Neither is there salvation
in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.”
Acts 4:12.

“The Lord in His great mercy sent

a most precious message to His people

through Elders Waggoner and Jones.

This message was to bring more promi-

nently before the world the uplifted

Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the

whole world. It presented justification

through faith in the Surety; it invited
the people to receive the righteousness
of Christ, which is made manifest in
obedience to all the commandments of

God. Many had lost sight of Jesus. They

needed to have their eyes directed to

His divine person, His merits, and His

changeless love for the human family.

All power is given into His hands, that
He may dispense rich gifts unto men,
imparting the priceless gift of His own
righteousness to the helpless human
agent. This is the message that God
commanded to be given to the world.
It is the third angel’s message, which is
to be proclaimed with a loud voice, and
attended with the outpouring of His
Spirit in a large measure.” —Testimonies
to Ministers and Gospel Workers, pp. 91,
92.

“Christ has become our sacrifice and
surety. He has become sin for us that
we might become the righteousness of
God in Him. Through faith in His name
He imputes unto us His righteousness,
and it becomes a living principle in our
life.... Christ imputes to us His sinless
character and presents us to the Father
in His own purity.” —That I May Know
Him, p. 302.

The message rejected

Unfortunately only a few of the assem-
bled delegates accepted the heavenly
message, such as E.G. White, W. White,
and S.N. Haskell. Others rejected the
message, such as Uriah Smith, J. Mor-
rison, L.R. Conradi, etc. One substantial
group was undecided. During the con-
ference, the Lord’s messenger support-
ed the proclamation of the message. Af-
terward she did this not only with great
energy in speaking but also in writing
(together with her team) Steps to Christ,
Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, The
Desire of Ages, and other works.

“Today there are few who are heart-
ily serving God. The most of those who
compose our congregations are spiritu-
ally dead in trespasses and sins.... The
sweetest melodies that come from God
through human lips—justification by
faith, and the righteousness of Christ-
do not bring forth from them a response
of love and gratitude.... They steel their
hearts against Him.... If they continue
in this state, God will reject them with
abhorrence.” —Review and Herald, April
4,1893.

Consequences

Concerning the General Conference
session held in 1901, she wrote: “What
a wonderful work could have been
done for the vast company gathered
in Battle Creek at the General Confer-
ence of 1901, if the leaders of our work
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had taken themselves in hand. But the
work that all heaven was waiting to do
as soon as men prepared the way, was
not done; for the leaders closed and
bolted the door against the Spirit’s en-
trance. There was a stopping short of
entire surrender to God. And hearts that
might have been purified from all error
were strengthened in wrong doing. The
doors were barred against the heavenly
current that would have swept away all
evil. Men left their sins unconfessed.
They built themselves up in wrong do-
ing, and said to the Spirit of God, ‘Go
Thy way for this time; when I have a
more convenient season, I will call for
Thee.” “ —(Letter, August 5, 1902) Battle
Creek Letters, pp. 55, 56.

“No more tender calls, no better
opportunities, could be given them in
order that they might do that which
they ought to have done at Minneapo-
lis....

“The time will come when many will
be willing to do anything and every-
thing possible in order to have a chance
of hearing the call which they rejected
at Minneapolis.... Better opportunities
will never come, deeper feelings they
will not have.” —-The Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, pp. 1030, 1031.

“The Spirit of God is departing
from many among His people. Many
have entered into dark, secret paths,
and some will never return. They will
continue to stumble to their ruin. They
have tempted God, they have rejected
light.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gos-
pel Workers, p. 90.

”‘And thou, Capernaum [Seventh-
day Adventists, who have had great
light], which art exalted unto heaven
[in point of privilege], shalt be brought
down to hell: for if the mighty works,
which have been done in thee, had been
done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day. But I say unto you, That
it shall be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the day of judgment, than
for thee.” —Review and Herald, August 1,
1893.

Basis of all reformation

“The foundation of all enduring reform
is the law of God. We are to present in
clear, distinct lines the need of obeying
this law.” —The Ministry of Healing, p.
129.

But just as man cannot change him-
self (Jeremiah 13:23), nor give accept-
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able obedience to God through his own
strength, it is necessary to accept the
perfect righteousness of Christ in place
of our failure to be accepted before God
and considered His children. Romans
81, 16.

”'Ye cannot serve the Lord,” said
Joshua: ‘for He is a holy God;... He
will not forgive your transgressions
nor your sins.” Before there could be
any permanent reformation the people
must be led to feel their utter inability
in themselves to render obedience to
God. They had broken His law, it con-
demned them as transgressors, and it
provided no way of escape. While they
trusted in their own strength and righ-
teousness, it was impossible for them
to secure the pardon of their sins; they
could not meet the claims of God’s per-
fect law, and it was in vain that they
pledged themselves to serve God. It
was only by faith in Christ that they
could secure pardon of sin and receive
strength to obey God’s law. They must
cease to rely upon their own efforts for
salvation, they must trust wholly in the
merits of the promised Saviour, if they
would be accepted of God.” —Patriarchs
and Prophets, p. 524.

But we cannot go to the other ex-
treme, saying that we cannot keep
God’s commandments with Christ.
“Since ‘the law of the Lord is perfect,
every variation from it must be evil.
Those who disobey the commandments
of God, and teach others to do so, are
condemned by Christ. The Saviour’s
life of obedience maintained the claims
of the law; it proved that the law could
be kept in humanity, and showed the
excellence of character that obedience
would develop. All who obey as He did
are likewise declaring that the law is
‘holy, and just, and good.” Romans 7:12.
On the other hand, all who break God’s
commandments are sustaining Satan’s
claim that the law is unjust, and cannot
be obeyed. Thus they second the decep-
tions of the great adversary, and cast
dishonor upon God. They are the chil-
dren of the wicked one, who was the
first rebel against God’s law. To admit
them into heaven would again bring in
the elements of discord and rebellion,
and imperil the well-being of the uni-
verse. No man who willfully disregards
one principle of the law shall enter the
kingdom of heaven.” —The Desire of
Ages, pp- 308, 309.

”‘Till heaven and earth pass,” said
Jesus, ‘one jot or one tittle shall in no-
wise pass from the law, till all be ful-
filled.” Matthew 5:18. By His own obe-
dience to the law, Christ testified to its
immutable character and proved that
through His grace it could be perfectly
obeyed by every son and daughter of
Adam.” -Thoughts from the Mount of
Blessing, p. 49.

Called

The remedy was available to the church:
“I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy na-
kedness do not appear; and anoint thine
eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
see.” Revelation 3:18. This robe is the
righteousness of Christ. ~The Adventist
Home, p. 518.

“Our first work is with our own
hearts. The true principles of reform
should be practiced. The heart must be
converted and sanctified else we have
no connection with Christ. While our
hearts are divided, we shall never, nev-
er be fitted for usefulness in this life or
for the future life. As intelligent beings,
we need to sit down and think whether
we are really seeking first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness. The very
best thing we can do is to think soberly
and candidly whether we desire to put
forth the effort necessary to obtain the
Christian hope and secure the Chris-
tian’s heaven. If through the grace of
Christ we decide that we do, the next
question is: What is there that I must
cut away from my life in order that I
shall not stumble?” —(Manuscript 14,
February 9, 1898) This Day with God, p.
48.

“The essence of all righteousness is
loyalty to our Redeemer, doing right be-
cause it is right.” —Our Father Cares, pp.
123, 124.

Collectively and individually we
need to learn not to fall into the same
mistake made by our brethren in the
past.

May God help us to open the doors
of our hearts to this message, “because
the righteousness of Christ is the white
robe of His saints, because we have the
blessed hope of the soon coming of our
Saviour.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 299.
Amen!
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Reading 3 - Sunday, December 7, 2014

Historical Evidence of the Reform
Movement’s Existence since 1914

By Ragquel Orce-Sotomayor, Spain/U.S.A.

“... Then take with thee one or two more,
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established.” Matthew
18:16.

We have the holy Scriptures as the
immovable foundation of our
faith and history; and as the inspired
counsel, the writings of the Spirit of
prophecy. The Scriptures themselves
urge the necessity of referring to testi-
mony to confirm facts, statements, or
events. In the search for and identifica-
tion of evidence related to the existence
of the International Missionary Society
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
Reform Movement, beginning in 1914,
it is essential to consider the available
sources of information-historical facts
recorded in books, magazines, and
newspapers. Valuable elements are
found in legal documents, such as reg-
istrations and government bulletins and
notices. Added to all of this are impor-
tant personal memoirs, obituaries, and
biographies.

The historical references presented
in this article are from a previous se-
lection of evidence in available docu-
ments. To facilitate understanding and
put everything in proper context, the
chronological order of events and their
immediate consequences are especially
considered, particularly in relation to
the first week of World War I in Ger-
many.

Precedents

The definitive event that triggered the
war was the attack that took the lives of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand (heir to the
throne of Austria-Hungary) and his wife
on June 28, 1914, in Sarajevo (Bosnia);
thus a terrible conflict raged between
1914 and 1918 that would later be called
World War I. There were many factors
that led to this conflict that occurred
basically because of the economic and
military rivalries among the different
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powers of continental Europe and colo-
nialists, the process of militarization go-
ing on among them, and the continuing
crises that were increasingly difficult to
solve without the conflicts and nation-
alism of the time clashing with the to-
talitarian and imperialist powers. World
War I lasted four years, three months,
and fourteen days; but here we will
analyze just the first year, 1914, for the
purpose of showing the pacifist position
and Christianity of a minority of faithful
Adventists and the consequences they
suffered in refusing military service and
participation in the war.

Adventist European Division

The annual Adventist Yearbook for 1914
showed the organizational structure
of the continents and countries which
made up the European Division.' Pages
93-125 describe in detail the countries
in the geographical regions and the of-
ficers making up the European Divi-
sion organized in 1913 (approximately
52 countries on three continents—Eu-
rope, Asia, and Africa). The territories
covered are Europe; the Russian and
Turkish possessions in Asia; Persia,
Arabia, and Afghanistan; and parts of
Africa, not including Rhodesia, Brit-
ish Central Africa, and the Union of
South Africa. The headquarters of the
Division were located in Hamburg,
Germany, under the presidency of L.R.
Conradi,> who was also the vice presi-
dent of the General Conference for the
European Division and a member of
the General Conference Plenary Com-
mittee. Considering this information
is very important, particularly the rel-
evance and extension of the jurisdic-
tion administered by the European
Division, which was never limited to
the German Unions, nor just to certain
countries of Europe, but exceeded na-
tional and continental borders.

Sabbath, August 1, 1914

Germany declared war on Russia, start-
ing World War L. In August 1914, the
Central Powers (Germany and Austria-
Hungary) confronted the Allies (Serbia,
Belgium, Russia, France, and England).

The declaration mobilizing the Ger-
man army on that date® is of great im-
portance in the fact that the military
summons of the male population at
the beginning of the war resulted in an
army of approximately 800,000 men.
After publication of the military call-up
on August 2, 1914, the army reached the
remarkable number of 3,820,000 men.*

In a pamphlet, “Wake-up Call to
the Last Church,” Ordained Elder A.
Stobbe presented clearly what happened
among Adventists in the first days of
August 1914 and afterward:® “On Sab-
bath, August 1, [1914,] in many places a
unanimous decision was made not to go
with Babylon.”¢

It is very significant to consider that
the reaction of the Adventist member-
ship before the communication of Ger-
many’s entrance into the war and the
military call-up was overwhelming and
a complete rejection of cooperation, for
they considered participation in the war
as “going to Babylon.”

Sunday, August 2, 1914

The second day after the declaration
of war, the Secretary of the Adventist
European Division, Guy Dail, sent a
circular letter from the headquarters
to the people containing four points,
which are summarized in the following
verbatim quotes: “While we are in the
military or have to enlist in the military,
[we should] carry out our military obli-
gations cheerfully and from the heart.”
“In Joshua 6, we see that the children of
God made use of weapons of war and
also on the Sabbath rendered service in
the war.””
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This communication sent to all the
churches in Germany unleashed actions
and reactions: “In our country,” wrote
Brother Otto Welp, “the confusion and
division in the Adventist Church began
in 1914, when war broke out. This was
the consequence of the error proclaimed
by the leading brethren in Hamburg
with respect to observance of the Sab-
bath during the war and our position
with respect to military service.... A
circular letter of Brother G. Dail [Sec-
retary of the European Division] sent
from Hamburg on August 2, 1914, con-
tained a call to participation in military
service and the violation of the Sabbath.
Our conviction of conscience and that
of other sincere brethren was the reason
why in many localities a protest arose
against the distortion of the holy law
and the rejection of the message of the
third angel.”®

Another brother, giving a simi-
lar testimony, affirmed: “But when, in
the course of the first week of the war,
the writing came from Hamburg, the
churches were confused, God'’s holy law
was trampled on, and the present truth
was put under a bushel.”’

To this can be added the news of
the day: “A division occurred among
the Adventist followers after the war
broke out. The majority wanted to in-
validate the fundamental teachings
during the war. The other part, howev-
er, desired the sanctification of the Sab-
bath even during these difficult times.
These differences of opinion finally led
to the exclusion from the church of the
followers of the ancient faith. The posi-
tion taken toward military service and
in general was the cause of the divi-
sion.”°

The above statements indicate with-
out doubt that the positions taken were
what led to the exclusion of those who
decided to remain faithful to God and
His law always and under all circum-
stances.

Tuesday, August 4, 1914

Under governmental and military pres-
sure, the President of the East German
Union with its headquarters in Berlin,
Franz Schuberth, proceeded to address
a declaration to the Minister of War, the
first part of which stated: “Most hon-
orable Lord General and Minister of
War: ... In these times of stress, we have
bound ourselves together in defense of
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the ‘Fatherland,” and under these cir-
cumstances we will also bear arms on
Saturday (Sabbath). On this point we
take our stand on the Scripture found in
1 Peter 2:13-17....""

After the repetition of the official
communications sent to the German
government on the part of the Adven-
tist leadership in the area, one author
observed: “... It is natural to locate the
roots and beginnings of the Reform
Movement in August 1914,”'2 because
decisions had already been made and
reactions had already occurred, as an
eyewitness, Brother O. Kramer, stated:
“Then we realized that this new posi-
tion of our ministers was the result of
the official letter sent to the German
government by the German Adventist
leaders.”*®

Wednesday to Friday, August 5-7,
1914

“When the war began, the Germany
leadership of the Adventist Church
presented ‘recruitment as the duty of
the brethren’ in a circular letter and de-
scribed as ‘brave, loyal soldiers those
who take up arms’ and ‘perform mili-
tary service on the Sabbath.” Of the
15,000 members in the church at that
time, a minority did not follow this po-
sition. Those who refused military ser-
vice and recruitment or deserted were
disfellowshipped, as were those who
supported such objectors....”** It is im-
portant to consider how they ranked the
members, according to their approval
or rejection of the position taken by the
leaders; namely, brave, loyal soldiers on
one side and objectors, deserters, and
traitors on the other, the latter being an
excluded minority.

Sabbath, August 8, 1914

Relating what happened the following
Sabbath, Brother Kramer continues:
“The following Sabbath, the church met
as usual. Brother Staubert shared the
word.... Again he used the same Bible
text as the previous Sabbath. But this
time he mentioned texts telling us to be
obedient to the government, because
there is no government that is not or-
dained by God; that we should submit
to the authorities; and that we should
not resist, because otherwise we would
be resisting God’s order; that we have

the legitimate right to participate in the
military, since Germany was fighting a
defensive war, etc.

“For a moment, the members re-
mained seated, mute and astonished.
But then there arose a storm of protest:
‘No! No! It is apostasy from the faith.
We cannot go to war!” “**

“.. In a circular letter entitled The
European Situation, Elder C.H. Watson
[President of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church General Conference, 1930-1936]
gave the following explanation:

”‘There was in Germany and those
other countries concerned a minority
of our believers who refused to follow
the leadership of Conradi and oth-
ers into combatant participation in the
war.

” “These were subjected to much suf-
fering at the hands of their governments
because of their stand.

”‘In Germany, those who took their
stand against Conradi’s wicked action in
thus committing them to war were treat-
ed with great harshness by Conradi and
his associates. The resistance of the mi-
nority to military service threatened to
compromise the whole body of Adven-
tists in the eyes of the German govern-
ment; and, to avoid this, Conradi had
the minority disfellowshipped from the
church.

”‘Thus the noncombatant minor-
ity was forced out of the church in
that country, and this separation contin-
ued throughout the war years.”!¢

The official statements continued:
“At the beginning of the war, our de-
nomination divided into two parts.
While ninety-eight percent of our
membership took the position on Bible
grounds that it was their conscientious
duty to defend the Fatherland with
weapons, and that also on the Sabbath,
and this united position of the leaders
was at once forwarded to the War De-
partment, two percent, however, did
not submit themselves to this united
resolution and therefore had to be dis-
fellowshipped because of their unchris-
tian conduct....”"

Considering only these statements
among many others, it is important to
emphasize the institutional and church
rejection that occurred, which brought
about the declaration in verifiable legal
documents, such as the statutes of the
Germany Union of the Missionary So-
ciety of December 23, 1919, confirming
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that the members began meeting sepa-
rately and independently as the Inter-
national Tract Society in 1914, to which
they previously belonged and as a con-
sequence incorporated this society in
1914.8

In an eyewitness report, Brother
Otto Welp described the situation at
that time in the following manner:
“Thus we fulfill the Saviour’s words:
‘All ye are brethren.” Matthew 23:8.
So, beginning in 1914-15, there arose
a force of Reform believers. The Spirit
and love of God impelled us then, and
the testimony of the Faithful Witness
was preached to the church of Laodi-
cea. The Spirit of God accompanied us
and convinced many souls in Laodicea;
and the sincere, faithful souls decided
for Christ and the truth of the Reform.
They stood with those who were will-
ing to keep the commandments of
God in the war and amid difficulties
and thus reveal the strong faith which
works by the love of God.... The work
was conducted under great persecu-
tion from 1914 on. Some brothers and
sisters were imprisoned; also many
brethren died. At the end of the war in
1918, this stopped.””

The identification of the faithful mi-
nority group at the beginning of World
War I and throughout with a specific
name that confirms the present histori-
cal heritage was reconfirmed during the
meetings held in Friedensau, Germany,
in 1920:

“E. Dorschler: As the International
Missionary Society and people, we
have elected a spokesperson; namely,
myself on this occasion, while Brother
Welp answers questions related to Ger-
many.”*

At this same meeting, which took
place July 21-23, 1920, L.R. Conradi
presented a series of questions, and the
sixth was related to the name of the or-
ganization that represented the minor-
ity who preserved the fidelity to the law
of God during World War I.

He mentioned the name exactly: “6.
Question:... And you are called Inter-
national Missionary Society of Seventh-
day Adventists?”?!

In the final sessions of the meeting in
Friedensau in 1920, the President of the
General Conference of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, A.G. Daniells, joins
the questioning; his statements allow
us to confirm that the representatives of
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1920 were members of the same organi-
zation registered in 1919, with its origin
and name assumed since 1914.
“L.R.Conradi: Your letterheads and
documents confirm that you are the de-
nomination that has existed since 1844.”
“A.G. Daniells: Do you want to keep
this name?”
“E. Dorschler: It will depend on the
answers to the questions presented.”*
This brief collection of statements
and documentation of the historical
proofs for the existence of the Interna-
tional Missionary Society of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church, Reform
Movement, as a result of the position
taken in harmony with the ten com-
mandments and the fundamental truths
of Scripture and the Spirit of prophecy
is really short and selective. Neverthe-
less it is sufficient to inspire us to unite
our voices with the words of Isaiah
43:9: “Let all the nations be gathered to-
gether, and let the people be assembled:
who among them can declare this, and
shew us former things? Let them bring
forth their witnesses, that they may be
justified: or let them hear, and say, It is
truth.” Amen!

11914 SDA Yearbook http://docs.adventis-
tarchives.org//docs/YB/YB1914__B.pdf#view
=fit.

2 1914 SDA Yearbook, pp. 93-125. http://docs.
adventistarchives.org//docs/YB/YB1914__B.
pdf#view=fit.

®  Mobilmachung, August 1914. Source: BArch
PH61/213.

¢ https://www.bundesarchiv.de/oeffentlichkeit-
sarbeit/bilder_dokumente/00857/index-25.
html.de.
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“The religion of Christ does not require us to lose our identity of character,
but merely to adapt ourselves, in some measure, to the feelings and ways
of others. Many people may be brought together in a unity of religious
faith whose opinions, habits, and tastes in temporal matters are not in har-
mony; but if they have the love of Christ glowing in their hearts, and are
looking forward to the same heaven as their eternal home, they may have
the sweetest and most intelligent communion together, and a unity the
most wonderful. There are scarcely two whose experience is alike in every
particular. The trials of one may not be the trials of another, and our hearts
should ever be open to kindly sympathy, and all aglow with the love that
Jesus had for all His brethren.” -Gospel Workers, p. 400.
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Reading 4 — Tuesday, December 9, 2014

The Ten Commandments and Military Service

By Francesco Caputo, Italy

ear brothers and sisters, dear
friends, and dear readers, in this

Week of Prayer, I would like to share
with you a subject that is very impor-
tant for all of us: The law of God in con-
nection with military service and war.
As believers, we have a solid and stable
foundation for spiritual growth-the
faith of Jesus and unconditional obedi-
ence to His Ten Commandments. Reve-
lation 14:12. We also have privileges and
responsibilities before God and men.

Wonderful privileges have been
granted to us, including God'’s love ex-
pressed in the immeasurable gift of His
Son on the cross of Calvary. John 3:16.
This undeserved love enables us to love,
as the apostle John says in his first epis-
tle: “We love Him, because He first loved
us.” 1 John 4:19. This divine love permits
us to love even our enemies; we will re-
turn to this point again in this Reading.

Our sacred duties are expressed un-
equivocally in the letter of the apostle
Paul to the Hebrews: “Follow peace
with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord.” He-
brews 12:14. When we speak of sanctifi-
cation, we are referring to wearing the
divine nature or, if you prefer, the holy
and perfect character of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Followers of the Prince of Peace

In prophecy, He is called “the Prince of
Peace” (Isaiah 9:5), and it is quite logi-
cal that His followers have the same
characteristics, purposes, and virtues as
He does. In the sermon on the mount,
He spoke of those who are considered
“blessed” and said, “Blessed are the
peacemakers: for they shall be called the
children of God.” Matthew 5:9.

Today, when bombs are dropped,
the consciences of the people are ap-
peased with the assertion that such
things are necessary to maintain peace
among nations, as if to say that “the
end justifies the means.” The truth is
that bombs are dropped to defend the
interests of the few at the expense of
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the many. Thousands and thousands
of people lose their lives every year on
our planet through such things, and the
excuse is given that soldiers are sent to
those places on a “mission of peace.” It
is a peace of terror and fear, peace ob-
tained by terrifying miserable people.

I wonder, How can one who calls
himself a Christian take up arms-
launching bombs, killing his own kind,
disabling people for life?

Not included in the census

Every person who accepts Jesus as his
personal Saviour and Lord belongs to
a special group: “But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of Him who hath
called you out of darkness into His mar-
vellous light.” 1 Peter 2:9. The Levites
and priests in the Old Testament were
not to be involved with ordinary secular
matters; they did not participate in war,
because they were wholly consecrated
to the service of God.

In the book of Numbers, a census was
taken of those who were twenty years
old and upward and able to go to war.
But God’s command was to exclude the
Levites from this count: “But the Levites
after the tribe of their fathers were not
numbered among them. For the Lord
had spoken unto Moses, saying, Only
thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi,
neither take the sum of them among the
children of Israel: But thou shalt appoint
the Levites over the tabernacle of testi-
mony, and over all the vessels thereof,
and over all things that belong to it: they
shall bear the tabernacle, and all the ves-
sels thereof; and they shall minister unto
it, and shall encamp round about the
tabernacle.” Numbers 1:47-50.

My dear brethren, my dear friends,
we know very well that each of us is part
of a royal priesthood, therefore we have
a sacred duty to instruct the people ac-
cording to God’s law, just as the Levites
in the Old Testament did. Therefore, we
cannot take part in preparations for war

or go to the battlefront. In such places,
under such circumstances, it is impos-
sible to obey God’s law.

God'’s children are to love their
enemies

How can one be willing to kill people
he has never known-human beings
who have never mistreated him? This
is contrary to Jesus’ instructions: “Ye
have heard that it hath been said, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine
enemy. But I say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you; That ye may be the chil-
dren of your Father which is in heaven:
for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on
the just and on the unjust. For if ye love
them which love you, what reward have
ye? do not even the publicans the same?
And if ye salute your brethren only,
what do ye more than others? do not
even the publicans so? Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:43-48.

Anger should not be indulged

In the same chapter, the Master clearly
explains the meaning and spiritual
depth of the sixth commandment; the
precept is broken when one expresses
hatred or bad thoughts. “Ye have heard
that it was said by them of old time,
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall
kill shall be in danger of the judgment:
But I say unto you, That whosoever is
angry with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment: and
whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,
shall be in danger of the council: but
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be
in danger of hell fire.” Matthew 5:21, 22.

The Spirit of prophecy writes the
following: “The spirit of hatred and
revenge originated with Satan, and it
led him to put to death the Son of God.
Whoever cherishes malice or unkind-
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ness is cherishing the same spirit, and its
fruit will be unto death. In the revenge-
ful thought the evil deed lies enfolded,
as the plant in the seed. “Whosoever
hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye
know that no murderer hath eternal life
abiding in him.” 1 John 3:15.” —Thoughts
from the Mount of Blessing, p. 56.

If God’s law is violated when one
does these things, how can we even
think of going to war or of giving free-
dom to our members to participate in
such things by following the dictates of
their own consciences?

Jesus clearly said: “That ye resist not
evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right cheek, turn to him the other
also.” Matthew 5:39. The servant of the
Lord writes: “The Father’s presence en-
circled Christ, and nothing befell Him
but that which infinite love permitted
for the blessing of the world. Here was
His source of comfort, and it is for us.
He who is imbued with the Spirit of
Christ abides in Christ. The blow that
is aimed at him falls upon the Saviour,
who surrounds him with His presence.
Whatever comes to him comes from
Christ. He has no need to resist evil, for
Christ is his defense. Nothing can touch
him except by our Lord’s permission,
and ‘all things’ that are permitted ‘work
together for good to them that love
God.” Romans 8:28.” —Thoughts from the
Mount of Blessing, p. 71.

No part in carnal conflict

Before his conversion, Saul persecut-
ed the church of Christ unmercifully;
that means that he used violence. But
when he was converted and became the
apostle Paul, his thinking changed com-
pletely on this issue, and he wrote: “For
though we walk in the flesh, we do not
war after the flesh: (For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;).” 2 Corinthians 10:3, 4. A
Christian has a spiritual armor that pro-
tects him from attack, and he does not
attack anyone, because he is a servant of
the living God, a “Levite” of our day.

Taking the armor of God

A Christian is one who wants to dress ac-
cording to the Pauline counsel, bearing
the “armor of God.” A true believer is
one who wants to obey just one Leader,
the One who guides the angelic courts,
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the King of kings and Lord of lords. In
the letter to the Ephesians, we are giv-
en the following counsel: “Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of His might. Put on the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against pow-
ers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places. Wherefore take unto you
the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand. Stand there-
fore, having your loins girt about with
truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness; And your feet shod with
the preparation of the gospel of peace;
Above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying
always with all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseverance and supplication
for all saints.” Ephesians 6:10-18.

The Saviour was opposed and
slandered

Psalm 119 is known as the Psalm which
extols the law of God, but it also contains
prophetic teachings portraying the life
and sufferings of the Messiah because of
His loyalty to the divine precepts. The
following verse describes the Saviour’s
suffering: “Consider Mine affliction, and
deliver Me: for I do not forget Thy law.”
“Princes have persecuted Me without a
cause: but My heart standeth in awe of
Thy word.” Psalm 119:153, 161.

The mission and testimony of Jesus
on this earth were wonderful; fidelity
to the law of God was His daily bread.
All this increased Satan’s hatred of Him,
and he used the power of Annas, Caia-
phas, Pilate, and Herod, to persecute
the Son of God. The Saviour learned
obedience through the things that He
suffered, and God’s children have been
treated that same way for centuries.
They also, like their Master, will be
sanctified by their trials and difficulties,
and their obedience will be obvious to
the whole universe.

Seeing what His disciples would
suffer in the future, Jesus said: “Rejoice,
and be exceeding glad: for great is your

reward in heaven: for so persecuted they
the prophets which were before you.”
Matthew 5:12. Sister Ellen G. White,
commenting on this verse, writes: “Ever
since his fall, Satan has worked by
means of deception. As he has misrep-
resented God, so, through his agents, he
misrepresents the children of God. The
Saviour says, ‘The reproaches of them
that reproached Thee are fallen upon
Me.” Psalm 69:9. In like manner they fall
upon His disciples. There was never one
who walked among men more cruelly
slandered than the Son of man. He was
derided and mocked because of His un-
swerving obedience to the principles of
God’s holy law. They hated Him with-
out a cause. Yet He stood calmly before
His enemies, declaring that reproach is
a part of the Christian’s legacy, coun-
seling His followers how to meet the
arrows of malice, bidding them not to
faint under persecution. While slan-
der may blacken the reputation, it can-
not stain the character. That is in God’s
keeping. So long as we do not consent to
sin, there is no power, whether human
or satanic, that can bring a stain upon
the soul.” —Thoughts from the Mount of
Blessing, pp. 31, 32.

His people were opposed, slandered,
and disfellowshipped

During World War I (1914-1918), those
who were faithful to God’s law were op-
posed, slandered, and finally disfellow-
shipped from the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. This can be confirmed from an
internal organ of dialogue of the associa-
tion of Italian university graduates (Au-
gust 16, 1982, p. 8): “The movement that
we call Adventist Reform or Reformists—
I will not here enter into the merits of the
controversy between it and the official
Adventist Movement-is a movement
with which I hope we can hold a frater-
nal dialogue, but it is certain—and this is
historically accurate-that the split was
produced around the problem of ‘mili-
tary policy’ of the Adventist Church;
and if I am well informed, the Reform
Movement, which has its General Con-
ference in Germany, originated from a
controversy during the First World War
and because of the rejection, within the
official Adventist Church, of those who
chose conscientious objection.”

During World War II (1939-1945),
some brothers were executed by the
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Nazis, who were incited by Satan. Other
believers were jailed under various to-
talitarian regimes in different countries
around the world, but their testimony
was an encouragement to others to be
faithful to the principles of heaven.

Not free to depart from God's
requirements

The prophecies of Revelation describe a
time when there will be persecution of
God’s church everywhere in the world,
and the central point will be His holy
law. “No man might buy or sell” unless
he bends to the will of political and re-
ligious authorities. Revelation 13:15-17.
Will we at that time act according to
our consciences or according to the con-
sciousness of Jesus within us, in com-
plete adherence to His sacred law?

Concerning the question of con-
science, we read: “Were men free to de-
part from the Lord’s requirements and
to set up a standard of duty for them-
selves, there would be a variety of stan-
dards to suit different minds and the
government would be taken out of the
Lord’s hands. The will of man would be
made supreme, and the high and holy
will of God-His purpose of love toward
His creatures—would be dishonored,
disrespected.

“Whenever men choose their own
way, they place themselves in contro-
versy with God. They will have no place
in the kingdom of heaven, for they are at
war with the very principles of heaven.
In disregarding the will of God, they are
placing themselves on the side of Satan,
the enemy of God and man. Not by one
word, not by many words, but by every
word that God has spoken, shall man
live. We cannot disregard one word,
however trifling it may seem to us, and
be safe. There is not a commandment of
the law that is not for the good and hap-
piness of man, both in this life and in the
life to come. In obedience to God’s law,
man is surrounded as with a hedge and
kept from the evil. He who breaks down
this divinely erected barrier at one point
has destroyed its power to protect him;
for he has opened a way by which the
enemy can enter to waste and ruin.

“By venturing to disregard the will
of God upon one point, our first parents
opened the floodgates of woe upon the
world. And every individual who fol-
lows their example will reap a similar

16

result. The love of God underlies every
precept of His law, and he who departs
from the commandment is working his
own unhappiness and ruin.” —Thoughts
from the Mount of Blessing, pp. 51, 52.

The battle is very difficult-beyond
our own strength-but we are not left to
fight it alone. Even if an army should
encamp against us, an innumerable
host of majestic angels will be with us.
We must have the courage and faith of
the many reformers of every age who
were able to face every difficulty, every
danger, due to the fact that they trusted
God; their faith did not waver, because
they relied fully on God’s promises.

My dear brothers and sisters, we do
not have much time; our life is short. We
must prepare today; today we need to
show that we are the remnant people,
who defend the principles of heaven.
At this time, we have to give the right
sound to the trumpet. The apostle Paul,
writing to Timothy, explained how to
live in the church of God: “But if I tarry
long, that thou mayest know how thou
oughtest to behave thyself in the house
of God, which is the church of the liv-
ing God, the pillar and ground of the
truth.” 1 Timothy 3:15.

On the Lord’s side

And, writing to the Romans, he said:
“What shall we then say to these things?
If God be for us, who can be against us?
He that spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us all
things? Who shall lay any thing to the
charge of God'’s elect? It is God that jus-
tifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for
us. Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or naked-
ness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,
For Thy sake we are killed all the day
long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter. Nay, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through Him
that loved us. For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, Nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:31-39.

A special kingdom

My dear brothers and sisters, I want to
remind you of a passage spoken by our
beloved Saviour and recorded by the
“apostle of love”: “Jesus answered, My
kingdom is not of this world: if My king-
dom were of this world, then would My
servants fight, that I should not be de-
livered to the Jews: but now is My king-
dom not from hence.” John 18:36.

It is wonderful to read that Jesus’
kingdom is not of this world-espe-
cially that it is not similar to the king-
doms of this world. It is the kingdom
of love, peace, understanding, health,
joy, and harmony, which we will truly
understand only when are in the Fa-
ther’s house. In that kingdom, there is
no place for weapons, war, or death, but
only supreme life. Who can live in that
realm?

Note this important testimony: “The
children of God are those who are par-
takers of His nature. It is not earthly
rank, nor birth, nor nationality, nor re-
ligious privilege, which proves that we
are members of the family of God; it is
love, a love that embraces all humanity.
Even sinners whose hearts are not ut-
terly closed to God’s Spirit will respond
to kindness; while they may give hate
for hate, they will also give love for
love. But it is only the Spirit of God that
gives love for hatred. To be kind to the
unthankful and to the evil, to do good
hoping for nothing again, is the insignia
of the royalty of heaven, the sure token
by which the children of the Highest re-
veal their high estate.” —Thoughts from
the Mount of Blessing, p. 75.

Live this way, and you will be in the
kingdom of heaven!

Dear brothers and sisters, dear
young people, dear children, another
year has passed, but we still have a little
time of grace. Let us live it in full harmo-
ny with God and His holy will, because
nothing can separate us from Him and
His love except sin. Isaiah 59:2. Let us
make this week a special time of prayer
and consecration; let us renew our cov-
enant with God and overcome every sin
through the power of the Holy Spirit so
that our unity with Jesus will be perfect
and we can hear the beautiful words:
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God.” Matthew 5:8. This is my
desire and prayer for everyone. God
bless you and grant you a happy 2015,
full of spiritual blessings! Amen.
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Reading 5 - Wednesday, December 10, 2014

The Health Reform Message in the Reformation

By Roland De La Paz, Philippines

ne hundred years ago, a crisis in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Europe occurred. It was during the time
of war that God’s people were tested and
the church was severely shaken. When
the leaders and members of the Seventh-
day Adventists in Europe decided to
defend the fatherland in war and bear
arms on the Sabbath, the two percent
who refused were summarily disfellow-
shipped. After the war, the leaders of the

General Conference visited the European

Division offices; and in 1920, during the

meeting in Friedensau, Germany, they

stated that they had given their members
full liberty to follow their individual con-
sciences in such matters. This communi-
cation revealed the position of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist General Conference
and the need for the Reform Movement.

As this year, 2014, has been dedi-
cated to remembering the beginning of
the Reform Movement and its develop-
ment, let us look at the relevant facts
which led to its separation from the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

During the meetings of the represen-
tatives of the Reform Movement with the
Seventh-day Adventist General Confer-
ence leaders and the European Division
on July 21-23, 1920, in Friedensau, Ger-
many—for the purpose of clarifying posi-
tions and possibly restoring the previous
Adventist principles of nonviolence-the
following questions were asked by the
Reform Movement brethren:

“1. How does the General Conference
stand with reference to the position
taken by the leaders of Germany in
the year 1914 toward the fourth and
the sixth commandments?

“2. What proofs are brought to us that
we have not, from the beginning,
taken the Biblical path?

“3. What is the position of the General
Conference toward the Testimonies
of Sister White? Are they inspired?
Yes or No? Is health reform still the
right arm of the message?

“4. Are our message and people, accord-
ing to Revelation 14:6-12, national or
international?”
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We notice immediately that one of
the main points presented for discussion
was health reform, concerning which
the Scriptures teach: “What? know ye
not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own?”
“Having therefore these promises, dear-
ly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear of God.” 1
Corinthians 6:19; 2 Corinthians 7:1. Ever
since those days, up to this present time,
matters of health reform have revealed a
difference between Seventh-day Adven-
tists and the Reform Movement.

First, let us review the testimonies
on this subject, some of which were giv-
en before the American Civil War. Early
visions on the subject were given to Sis-
ter White in 1848, 1854, and 1863, and
they were recorded in the Review and
Herald, November 8, 1870, where James
White declares: “It was twenty-two
years ago the present autumn, that our
minds were called to the injurious ef-
fects of tobacco, tea, and coffee, through
the testimony of Mrs. White....

“When we had gained a good victo-
ry over these things, and when the Lord
saw that we were able to bear it, light
was given relative to food and dress.”
—Selected Messages, book 3, p. 272.

Important principles revealed in 1854

“I then saw a lack of cleanliness among
Sabbath keepers.... I saw that God
was purifying unto Himself a peculiar
people. He will have a clean and a holy
people in whom He can delight. I saw
that the camp must be cleansed, or God
would pass by and see the uncleanness
of Israel and would not go forth with
their armies to battle. He would turn
from them in displeasure, and our en-
emies would triumph over us and we be
left weak, in shame and disgrace.

“I saw that God would not acknowl-
edge an untidy, unclean person as a
Christian. His frown was upon such.
Our souls, bodies, and spirits are to be

presented blameless by Jesus to His
Father, and unless we are clean in per-
son, and pure, we cannot be presented
blameless to God....

Appetite and proper food

“Pride and idols must be laid aside. I
saw that rich food was destroying the
health of bodies, was ruining consti-
tutions, destroying minds, and was a
great waste of means.” —Selected Mes-
sages, book 3, pp. 273, 274.

As disease crept into the church, a
warning was given: “I saw that many
were sickly among the remnant who
have made themselves so by indulging
their appetites....

“There are some Sabbath keepers
who made a god of their bellies. They
waste their means in obtaining rich
food. Such, I saw, if saved at all, will
know what pinching want is unless
they deny their appetites and eat to the
glory of God. There are but few who eat
to the glory of God.” —Selected Messages,
book 3, pp. 274, 275.

Sixteen days after the General Con-
ference was organized on May 21, 1863,
as the Civil War was raging, Sister White
had a major vision on health reform on
June 6, 1863, at the house of Aaron Hill-
iard in Otsego, Michigan. The vision
gave significant counsel on clothing
and preserving one’s strength through
proper labor and a cheerful, peaceful
frame of mind. It presents our “duty to
speak, to come out against intemper-
ance of every kind-intemperance in
working, in eating, in drinking, and in
drugging—and then point them to God’s
great medicine, water, pure soft water,
for diseases, for health, for cleanliness,
and for a luxury.” —Selected Messages,
book 3, p. 280.

On December 25, 1865, another vi-
sion was given to her in Rochester, New
York. As a consequence, she made the
following appeal: “I was shown that
our Sabbath keeping people have been
negligent in acting upon the light which
God has given in regard to the health
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reform, that there is yet a great work
before us, and that as a people we have
been too backward to follow in God’s
opening providence as He has chosen
tolead us....

“They have other gods before the
Lord. Their taste, their appetite, is their
god;... Those who have indulged their
depraved appetites at the expense of
health are touched, their sin pointed
out,... They donot wish to be convinced;
and although God’s voice should speak
directly to them to put away those
health-destroying indulgences, some
would still cling to the hurtful things
which they love. They seem joined to
their idols, and God will soon say to His
angels: Let them alone....”

Also the call to construct a health in-
stitution was declared as she wrote “that
Seventh-day Adventists should have a
home for the sick where they could be
treated for their diseases and also learn
how to take care of themselves so as to
prevent sickness.” —Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 1, pp. 484-486, 553.

And on December 10, 1871, she em-
phasized: “I was again shown that the
health reform is one branch of the great
work which is to fit a people for the
coming of the Lord. It is as closely con-
nected with the third angel’s message as
the hand is with the body. The law of ten
commandments has been lightly regard-
ed by man; but the Lord would not come
to punish the transgressors of that law
without first sending them a message of
warning. The third angel proclaims that
message. Had men ever been obedient
to the law of Ten Commandments, car-
rying out in their lives the principles of
those precepts, the curse of disease now
flooding the world would not be.” -
Counsels on Diet and Foods, p. 69.

Trying to convey the importance of
health reform, she added: “... Trans-
gression of the laws of nature is trans-
gression of the laws of God.” —Counsels
on Health, p. 206.

One important subject for Seventh-
day Adventists today is vegetarianism.
Sister White, after receiving the vision
in 1863, wrote: “But since the Lord pre-
sented before me, in June 1863, the sub-
ject of meat-eating in relation to health,
I have left the use of meat.” —Spiritual
Gifts, vol. 4A, p. 153.

In 1868 she wrote: “Yet we do not
hesitate to say that flesh meat is not nec-
essary for health or strength....
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“The liability to take disease is in-
creased tenfold by meat eating. The in-
tellectual, the moral, and the physical
powers are depreciated by the habitual
use of flesh meats. Meat eating deranges
the system, beclouds the intellect, and
blunts the moral sensibilities. We say to
you, dear brother and sister, your safest
course is to let meat alone.” —Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 2, pp. 63, 64.

Looking back at the experience of an-
cient Israel as they traveled from Egypt
to Canaan, one of their tests was on the
point of appetite. “Then said the Lord
unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread
from heaven for you; and the people
shall go out and gather a certain rate ev-
ery day, that  may prove them, whether
they will walk in My law, or no.”

“And when the dew that lay was
gone up, behold, upon the face of the
wilderness there lay a small round thing,
as small as the hoar-frost, on the ground.
And when the children of Israel saw it,
they said one to another, It is manna; for
they wist not what it was. And Moses
said unto them, This is the bread which
the Lord hath given you to eat.

“This is the thing which the Lord
hath commanded, Gather of it every
man, according to his eating, an omer
for every man according to the number
of your persons; take ye every man for
them which are in his tents. And the
children of Israel did so, and gathered,
some more, some less. And when they
did mete it with an omer, he that gath-
ered much had nothing over, and he that
gathered little had no lack. They gath-
ered every man according to his eating.
And Moses said, Let no man leave of it
till the morning. Notwithstanding, they
hearkened not unto Moses; but some of
them left of it until the morning, and it
bred worms and stank. And Moses was
wroth with them. And they gathered it
every morning, every man according to
his eating, and when the sun waxed hot,
it melted.” Exodus 16:4, 14-21.

The Israelites were tested on the
point of appetite, for, although God
gave them “a certain rate,” some still
gathered more than they needed. Glut-
tony is a sin. The inspired pen writes:
“The word of God places the sin of glut-
tony in the same catalogue with drunk-
enness. So offensive was this sin in the
sight of God that He gave directions to
Moses that a child who would not be
restrained on the point of appetite, but

would gorge himself with anything his
taste might crave, should be brought
by his parents before the rulers of Is-
rael, and should be stoned to death. The
condition of the glutton was considered
hopeless. He would be of no use to oth-
ers, and was a curse to himself.”

Referring to the present, the messen-
ger of the Lord observes the same ten-
dency: “Gluttony is the prevailing sin of
this age. Lustful appetite makes slaves
of men and women, and beclouds their
intellects and stupefies their moral sen-
sibilities to such a degree that the sa-
cred, elevated truths of God’s word are
not appreciated. The lower propensities
have ruled men and women.” —Counsels
on Diet and Foods, pp. 133, 32.

Here it is good to note that the man-
na melted when the sun got hot. This
shows that God is a God of order. He
wants man to follow His directions pre-
cisely for his own good. The Israelites
needed to wake up early, gather their
food, prepare it, and then eat it at a reg-
ular time.

The instructions for the preparation
day were also definite. “And it came to
pass, that on the sixth day they gathered
twice as much bread, two omers for one
man. And all the rulers of the congrega-
tion came and told Moses. And he said
unto them, This is that which the Lord
hath said, Tomorrow is the rest of the
holy Sabbath unto the Lord. Bake that
which ye will bake today, and seethe
that ye will seethe; and that which re-
maineth over, lay up for you, to be kept
until the morning. And they laid it up
till the morning, as Moses bade; and
it did not stink, neither was there any
worm therein. And Moses said, Eat that
today; for today is a Sabbath unto the
Lord. Today ye shall not find it in the
field. Six days ye shall gather it; but on
the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, in
it there shall be none.” Exodus 16:22-26.

The same principle applies now. On
Friday, we to prepare everything for the
Sabbath—our minds, clothing, and food-
so that when the holy day begins, every-
thing will be ready and our minds will
be centered on heavenly things. Let pro-
fessed Sabbath keepers today not follow
their own desires, for the heavenly in-
struction is: “The Lord is no less partic-
ular now in regard to His Sabbath, than
when He gave the foregoing special
directions to the children of Israel. He
required them to bake that which they
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would bake, and seethe that which they
would seethe, on the sixth day, prepa-
ratory to the rest of the Sabbath. Those
who neglect to prepare for the Sabbath
on the sixth day, and who cook food
upon the Sabbath, violate the fourth
commandment, and are transgressors
of God’s law. All who are really anxious
to observe the Sabbath according to the
commandment will not cook any food
upon the Sabbath. They will, in the fear
of that God who gave His law from Si-
nai, deny themselves, and eat food pre-
pared upon the sixth day, even if it is not
so palatable. God forbade the children
of Israel’s baking and boiling upon the
Sabbath. That prohibition should be
regarded by every Sabbath-keeper, as
a solemn injunction from Jehovah to
them. The Lord would guard His peo-
ple from indulging in gluttony upon the
Sabbath, which He has set apart for sa-
cred meditation and worship.” —Spirit of
Prophecy, vol. 1, pp. 225, 226.

The faithful children of God will
heed these instructions, knowing that
“Those who would rather die than per-
form a wrong act are the only ones who
will be found faithful.” —Testimonies for
the Church, vol. 5, p. 53.

Let us remember that “Sins of the
greatest magnitude are committed
through the indulgence of perverted ap-
petite.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol.
4, p. 30.

“Self-denial is considered by some
to be real suffering. Depraved appetites
are indulged. And a restraint upon the
unhealthy appetites would lead even
many professed Christians to now start
back, as though actual starvation would
be the consequence of a plain diet. And,
like the children of Israel, they would
prefer slavery, diseased bodies, and
even death, rather than to be deprived
of the flesh pots. Bread and water is all
that is promised to the remnant in the
time of trouble.” —The Story of Redemp-
tion, p. 129.

Let us thank God for health reform,
for “The light God has given on health
reform is for our salvation and the salva-
tion of the world.” —Counsels on Health,
p. 446.

Healthful clothing

Appropriate clothing is a blessing of
God to His people. He patterned the
garments of the Israelites to differenti-
ate them from other nations and iden-
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tify them as His special people. A blue
ribbon and fringes were two distin-
guishing features of their garments.
“Speak unto the children of Israel, and
bid them that they make them fringes in
the borders of their garments through-
out their generations, and that they put
upon the fringe of the borders a ribband
of blue: And it shall be unto you for a
fringe, that ye may look upon it, and
remember all the commandments of
the Lord, and do them; and that ye seek
not after your own heart and your own
eyes, after which ye use to go a whor-
ing: That ye may remember, and do all
My commandments, and be holy unto
your God.” Numbers 15:38-40.

For Christians, the following rec-
ommendation should be a permanent
guideline: “In like manner also, that
women adorn themselves in modest
apparel, with shamefacedness and so-
briety; not with broided hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array.” 1 Timothy 2:9.

Emphasizing what is revealed in the
inspired word, the Spirit of prophecy
adds: “Our words, our actions, and our
dress are daily, living preachers, gath-
ering with Christ or scattering abroad.
This is no trivial matter to be passed off
with a jest....

“We would not by any means en-
courage carelessness in dress. Let the at-
tire be appropriate and becoming.”

In other serious quotations, Sister
White writes: “All exhibitions of pride
in dress, which is forbidden in the word
of God, should be sufficient reason for
church discipline. If there is a continu-
ance, in face of warnings and appeals
and entreaties, to still follow the per-
verse will, it may be regarded as proof
that the heart is in no way assimilated
to Christ. Self, and only self, is the object
of adoration, and one such professed
Christian will lead many away from
God.

“There is a terrible sin upon us as
a people, that we have permitted our
church members to dress in a manner
inconsistent with their faith. We must
arise at once and close the door against
the allurements of fashion. Unless we
do this, our churches will become de-
moralized.” —Testimonies for the Church,
vol. 4, pp. 641, 642, 647, 648.

According to the word of God, a
clear distinction should exist between
the ways men and women dress. “The
woman shall not wear that which per-

taineth unto a man, neither shall a man
put on a woman'’s garment: for all that
do so are abomination unto the Lord
thy God.” Deuteronomy 22:5. “God de-
signed that there should be a plain dis-
tinction between the dress of men and
women, and has considered the matter
of sufficient importance to give explicit
directions in regard to it; for the same
dress worn by both sexes would cause
confusion and great increase in crime.”
—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 460.

“In this style of dress God’s order
has been reversed, and His special di-
rection disregarded. ‘The woman shall
not wear that which pertaineth unto
a man, neither shall a man put on a
woman’s garment: for all that do so are
abomination unto the Lord thy God.
Deuteronomy 22:5.” —Review and Herald,
February 6, 1900, Art. B, par. 8; Testimo-
nies for the Church, vol. 1, pp. 459, 460.

“So the dress of Christ’s followers
should be symbolic. In all things we
are to be representatives of Him. Our
appearance in every respect should be
characterized by neatness, modesty and
purity.” —Testimonies for the Church, vol.
6, p. 96.

“In dress, as in all things else, it is
our privilege to honor our Creator. He
desires our clothing to be not only neat
and healthful, but appropriate and be-
coming.... Our appearance in every re-
spect should be characterized by neat-
ness, modesty and purity.” —~The Faith I
Live By, p. 243.

“Whose adorning let it not be that
outward adorning of plaiting the hair,
and of wearing of gold, or of putting on
of apparel; But let it be the hidden man
of the heart, in that which is not corrupt-
ible, even the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God
of great price.” 1 Peter 3:3, 4.

A natural, healthful hair style

The New Testament presents the posi-
tion of the Christian church regarding
hairstyle. In 1 Corinthians 11:14, 15 we
read: “Doth not even nature itself teach
you, that, if a man have long hair, it is
a shame unto him? But if a woman has
long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair
is given her for a covering.” Also, re-
garding the color of one’s hair, it is wise,
honoring to the Lord who made us, and
a blessing to our spiritual well being to
avoid chemicals and have the color of
one’s hair remain natural.
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Appeal from heaven

In ancient times, there was a temptation
to worship and serve the idols that men
made with their own hands, despite
the sacred prohibitions for the people’s
blessing. Such idol worship was forbid-
den not only at that time but also today.
Furthermore, idolatry is not confined to
the worship of statues and images; the
modern form can be seen in following
fashion, indulging oneself by eating un-
healthful foods and substances, and ac-
cepting the world’s ideas and practices.
May the Lord preserve His people from
every form of modern idolatry.

The following inspired counsel
shows the high ideal and holy princi-
ples that God has for His people. “We
need to understand that God is in the
health-reform movement. When we put
Christ in it, it is right for us to grasp ev-
ery probability and possibility.” —Coun-
sels on Health, p. 495.

“All men are weighed in the balances
of the sanctuary, and God would have
all realize this fact.” -Our High Calling,
p- 139. May God help us to live accord-
ing to the light He has given us, work-
ing in every possible way to maintain
the strength of body, mind, and spirit
by eating, drinking, and clothing our-
selves for God’s honor and our blessing.
Amen.

“If Christ is abiding in the heart,
He will be in all our thoughts.
Our deepest thoughts will be of
Him, His love, His purity. He
will fill all the chambers of the
mind. Our affections will center
about Jesus. All our hopes and
expectations will be associated
with Him. To live the life we now
live by faith in the Son of God,
looking forward to and loving
His appearing, will be the soul’s
highest joy. He will be the crown
of our rejoicing.” —In Heavenly
Places, p. 163.
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Reading 6 — Friday, December 12, 2014

Pacifism, Nonviolence, and
Conscientious Objection

By Woonsan Kang, South Korea/U.S.A., and Antonino Di Franca, Italy

Norman Cousins, a famous journal-
ist in the U.S.A., insisted in his col-
umn in 1953 that there were 14,500 wars
on earth from B.C. 3600 to A.D. 1950, and
approximately 3.5 billion people died by
the direct and indirect impact of wars.
These wars and conflicts continue today.

How does the believer act amid this
dreadful spiral of violence? How do
God’s people respond when even and
especially governments order their citi-
zens to take up arms and go to battle?
Must we adapt and surrender to their
demands, or is it our duty to respond
with conscientious objection to war,
based on the principle of nonviolence
and pacifism? What did our Lord teach,
and what example did He give?

God'’s people will not take up weapons

The Bible clearly teaches that Christians
should not participate in war. Zechariah
affirms that the Messiah “will take away
the chariots from Ephraim and the war-
horses from Jerusalem, and the battle
bow will be broken.” Zechariah 9:10,
New International Version. “Ephraim” and
“Jerusalem” here represent the people
of God, in whose hands no instruments
of violence will be found, because Jesus
in His teaching and example removed
them. Referring to the gospel dispensa-
tion, prophecy declares that “in the latter
days” when “many peoples shall come”
to the Lord, believers of one nation will
“not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore.” Isaiah 2:1-
4, English Standard Version; see also Micah
4:1-3. The latter days when many people
will come to the Lord cannot be any other
than the present day, therefore it is today
when we must learn no more to “lift up
sword,” or to “learn war anymore.”

Jesus” example and blessing for the
peacemakers

If we desire to have peace, we are urged
to imitate the gentleness and humility

of Jesus, who said: “... Learn from Me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.”
Matthew 11:29, New International Version
(NIV). We are called to follow the One
who sacrificed Himself on the cross:
“Whoever wants to be My disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross
daily and follow Me.” Luke 9:23, NIV.
Jesus’ promise is: “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called
sons of God.” Matthew 5:9, NIV, This does
not mean just to wish or to have peace in
the face of evil, but to act as peacemakers
when there is conflict: “Strive for peace
with everyone” (Hebrews 12:14, English
Standard Version), is the appeal of the
Scriptures. If we strive for peace, it is not
possible for us to participate in war.

Avoid even anger

Another divine teaching of Jesus is:
“You have heard that it was said to
the men of old, “You shall not kill; and
whoever kills shall be liable to judg-
ment.” But I say to you that every one
who is angry with his brother shall be
liable to judgment; whoever insults his
brother shall be liable to the council,...”
Matthew 5:21, 22, Revised Standard Ver-
sion. Sometimes we think that anger is
a very small thing, but avoiding anger
is more important than we think. Thus,
according to Jesus, not just killing, but
even anger, the underlying emotion that
produces such a crime, is forbidden, for
it will have serious consequences.

Christian conscientious objection

Christian “conscientious objection” in
reference to military service is the po-
sition that refuses to perform military
service, based on specific Biblical princi-
ples. Romans 12:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:15,
22. The position is strictly connected to
“nonviolence,” which includes abstain-
ing from all violent methods or means
that injure others and is based on the
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teaching of the Lord Jesus as reported in
the gospels, from which the term “non-
resistance” comes. Matthew 5:39. “Non-
violence” and “conscientious objection”
are related to “pacifism,” the principle
of non-participation in war (1 Corinthi-
ans 10:3, 4), even in self-defense. Bibli-
cal pacifism is based on the high value
of human life (Exodus 20:13; Matthew
5:21, 22) and on the blessing pronounced
by Jesus on the peacemakers. Matthew
5:9. In addition, pacifism is the natural
outgrowth of the principle that God is
the Giver of life, and hence He alone can
take it. As Christians, we believe that
human beings should not oppose God’s
work and may not turn off the flame that
He turned on. These same principles
were held by the early Christians.

The apostles and early Christians

When He was on earth, what did Jesus
teach about the approaching conflict?
He said the believers were to “flee”-
to “depart” from the place of conflict.
Luke 21:21. What did the Christians of
the apostolic time do during the siege
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70? A Jewish histo-
rian wrote that the Christians “left Jeru-
salem.” They fled to a city “beyond the
Jordan.”! During the second Jewish war,
A.D. 132-135, the Christians kept away
from the army and fighting, and for their
nonviolent position they suffered the at-
tacks and mistreatment of Bar-Kosiba, a
false messiah. Concerning the position
of the Christians against military service
and bearing arms during the second
and third centuries, the testimony of the
martyr Maximilian shows the principled
position they maintained. To the inquir-
ing officer he answered: “Christianus
sum, non possum militare”—"1 am a Chris-
tian; I cannot serve in the military.”>

The position of the Adventist pioneers
toward war and military service

The first time Adventists had to face a
conflict relating to military service was
during the Civil War in North America
(1861-1865). During the first two years,
1861-1863, there was no draft, and the
army was composed solely of volun-
teers, so Adventists did not participate
in the war.

“The attention of many”—wrote El-
len White—"was turned to Sabbathkeep-
ers because they manifested no greater
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interest in the war and did not volun-
teer.”?

As the possibility of a draft loomed,
there was a risk of “imprisonment, tor-
ture, or death” for refusing to obey the
law. Adventists then stated that they
could not “conscientiously engage in
this war,” and Sister White affirmed this
after having received a vision.

“I was shown that God’s people, who
are His peculiar treasure, cannot engage
in this perplexing war, for it is opposed
to every principle of their faith. In the
army they cannot obey the truth and at
the same time obey the requirements of
their officers. There would be a continual
violation of conscience.... Those who love
God’s commandments will conform to
every good law of the land. But if the
requirements of the rulers are such as
conflict with the laws of God, the only
question to be settled is: Shall we obey
God, or man?”4

The Reform Movement's position

The Advent Movement was called by
the Lord to herald the second coming
of Jesus and to restore the command-
ment that the powers of darkness have
attempted to change (Daniel 7:25), the
command to keep holy the Sabbath day.
From the early years of the Movement's
existence, it was distinguished as de-
fending God’s holy law-all Ten Com-
mandments. As the believers preached
the message, the pioneers saw God'’s
hand guiding them, showing that they
were carrying the light; therefore they
trusted that the Lord would guide them
through the storm of the war as well.
Because pacifism had been their mes-
sage in time of peace, it was obvious
to them that the Lord expected them to
live what they had preached-to be faith-
ful as supporters, restorers, and defend-
ers of God’s law also in time of war.
Therefore, what were they to do
when World War I broke out? There
is only one answer: Steadfastly, faith-
fully respect by faith and with all their
hearts the holy will of God as they had
preached it to others in times of peace. In
various countries involved in war, this
principle was followed by a number of
faithful brethren, a minority who were
unwilling to yield and surrender to the
demands of the European governments
when military-age men were drafted
for military service from 1914 to 1918.
The gospel pronounces blessed (Mat-

thew 5:5, 9) the “meek” and the “peace-
makers,” not those who obey the state
when it requires one to compromise his
faithfulness to God’s law. Those breth-
ren refused to violate God’s holy law by
surrendering to the state and stood up
against the majority of the church lead-
ers and members who insisted that all
must comply with the demands of the
circumstances as they perceived them.

The beginning of the Reform
Movement

The German brethren who defended
firmness to principle and expected
faithfulness on the part of the church
began to raise their voices as soon as
the emergency arose; the testimonies
of eyewitnesses tell what happened in
August 1914, right after the circular of
August 2 reached the churches.

According to Brother Otto Welp: “In
our country [Germany], confusion and
division in the Adventist Church began
in 1914 when the war broke out. This
was the consequence of the error pro-
claimed from Hamburg by our leading
brethren in the matter of Sabbath keep-
ing during the war and our position to-
ward military service.

“A circular letter by Brother G. Dail
[secretary of the European Division],
dated August 2, 1914, sent out from
Hamburg, [Germany,] contained an ap-
peal for participation in the military and
for Sabbath breaking. Our conscientious
conviction as well as that of other sin-
cere brethren was the cause that pro-
voked a protest in many places against
the distortion of the holy law and rejec-
tion of the third angel’s message.””

Another brother who was present
on the following Sabbath in the church
of Bremen when the officiating minis-
ter announced the combatant position,
adds: “For a moment, the members sat
there speechless and dumbfounded.
Then a storm of protest arose—No! No!
This is wrong; this is apostasy from the
faith. We cannot go into war!’” It was to-
tal confusion and a clash of opinions-no
one can imagine what it was like.”®

In October 1914, the writer of the
circular letter mentioned the disagree-
ment that had been generated by it, but
he still defended his position: “This po-
sition of the Hamburg church, I drew
up, had it printed, and sent it out to our
brethren. Most of the churches were sat-
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isfied with it, and yet some felt that we
had done wrong-that it would be better
for all the hundreds and perhaps thou-
sands of our brethren in the armies of
Europe simply to decline to carry arms
at all, and especially to decline to do
any service on the Sabbath, even though
they might be shot.””

Not so the leader of the Scandina-
vian Union. Writing to the author of the
circular, he expressed his dismay, fear-
ing that this had “started a discussion
which threatens to divide our whole de-
nomination.”®

Thus, in 1914 in Germany the mem-
bership was divided into two. The ma-
jority was in favor of the church’s in-
volvement in war, and the minority was
absolutely against it!

Tension, discussion, and
disfellowshipment

The first weeks after receiving the circu-
lar letter, there were intense discussions
in some churches, revealing strong con-
trasts between the few who defended the
position of nonviolence and the majority
who were inclined to give in to the de-
mands of the authorities. The situation
varied from place to place, and in some
churches the tension escalated quickly.
It did not take long for people to make
a decision, and those who did not agree
with the majority had to bear the conse-
quences and were disfellowshipped.

As the confrontations continued,
disfellowshipments seem to have been
very prevalent in Germany and other
countries. Members were disfellow-
shipped from churches like Bremen,
Bremen Neustadt, Essen, and Stuttgart.
In other places, such as Coblenz, Werm-
elskirchen, and Kray, in the Rhineland,
entire churches were dissolved.

Persecution and martyrdom

Some brethren were drafted and stood
faithful in honoring the Sabbath and
heeding the sixth commandment. In-
cluded were Brothers Wilhelm Richter,
Hollman, Geselle, Julius Wolz, Johannes
Rauser, and initially Crestfallen. Two
brethren whom Brother Richter knew
died in the army as the result of torture.’
It is reported that fifty brethren who an-
swered the draft and refused to take
up arms or work on the Sabbath were
repeatedly punished, beaten, tortured,
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and sent from one prison to another.
But, no matter what happened, they re-
mained faithful to the glory of the Lord.
About twenty of them lost their lives as
martyrs, including Eugene Geselle.!® Of
these faithful ones it can be said that,
through their faith, even though they
died, they still speak to us.

It is told that five others survived
the incarceration and beatings; but
their health was severely affected, and
they died after being released. With
their life and death they left behind a
testimony of faithfulness for us all. Of
those who were drafted, about twenty
five survived the cruelties; one of them
was Brother Richter, who afterward told
his experiences and praised God for the
way He helped him.

Activities and progress

In Germany, a historical meeting took
place in July 1915 in Wermelskirchen,
Rhineland, where about one hundred
believers were present. There the breth-
ren expressed their firm faith and found
that the message had united them in
spirit and principle. Another meeting
came about in Gelsenkirchen, Rhine-
land, in December 1915, where about
two hundred fifty people were present.

Brother Otto Welp testifies that in the
early years special power radiated out
from the believers of the Reform Move-
ment. The Holy Spirit and the love of
God gave them power to witness to sim-
ple people as well as to leaders and gov-
ernment officials. The brethren received
power from Heaven to be faithful de-
spite threats, torture, and death. Now, a
century later, although their names and
deeds are not known, their testimony
inspires our minds and hearts.

The Spirit of the Lord urged the faith-
ful believers to give testimony of their
faith. They presented the message of the
Faithful and True Witness to former Ad-
ventist brethren. Souls were convinced,
and sincere people took their stand for
the Lord, supporting the message and
work of the early Reform Movement.
New believers also were ready to stand
for the Lord and fought the fight of faith
beside those who, even amid such a terri-
ble storm, wanted above all to be faithful
to the commandments of God and live
according to the faith and love of Jesus."

All during the years of World War
I, the heavenly message advanced un-
der great sacrifice and persecution; and

in 1916, in Germany alone, there were
more than a thousand believers.

They loved the Adventist Church
and their former brethren, but they
would not compromise Heaven'’s prin-
ciples. They sought for unity with their
former church on the basis of spiritual
harmony-one belief and one faith-but
they found this impossible at the lo-
cal church or conference level. The fact
that a good number of Reform Move-
ment representatives were present at
the Friedensau meetings in 1920-almost
a century ago-showed how great their
interest was in defending the divine
inheritance that the Lord entrusted to
the Advent Movement. They were also
willing and eager to present the mes-
sage of nonviolence and pacifism to the
assembled delegates at the next General
Conference session in 1922. These were
their last chances. Unfortunately, they
were not permitted to make a presenta-
tion. Can it be said that the Adventist
Church has made progress since that
time on these fundamental truths?

Today, one hundred years after the
crisis that saw faithful people cast out
of the church, we stand here to ask the
leaders and members of the Adventist
Church to reconsider their position re-
garding nonviolence and pacifism in the
light of the gospel and the experiences
of the church’s pioneers. Our greatest
desire is to uplift the word of the Lord
so that His name will be honored. May
His faithful people be blessed every-
where in the world and be prepared for
His soon return. John 17:17; Ephesians
4:5; Isaiah 25:9. Amen!
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Reading 7 — Sabbath, December 13, 2014

The Final Triumph of the Third Angel’s Message

By Idel Suarez, Jr., U.S.A.

“Now thanks be unto God, which always
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh
manifest the savour of His knowledge by us
in every place.” 2 Corinthians 2:14.

Liberation of Auschwitz

arlier this year,  had the opportunity

to visit Auschwitz and Auschwitz-
Birkenau, two Nazi concentration
camps in Poland. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people were starved, gassed,
shot, or hanged at this place because
they were considered asocial elements
in Hitler’s Third Reich. Evil medical ex-
periments were performed on pregnant
women and children. I saw the undeni-
able evidence at the camp. There was
one room full of human hair used to
make fabric. There was another room
containing suitcases with names writ-
ten on them. These had been brought
by the prisoners, who thought they
were just being moved from one ghetto
to another. Another room was full of
women'’s shoes—-thousands of them. The
room that struck me the most contained
children’s shoes. There were so many
little shoes of innocent children who
perished like the infants and toddlers
in Bethlehem because of King Herod’s
jealousy, evil surmising, and rage.

I passed through the gates with the
infamous writing overhead in German:
Arbeit macht frei (Work makes free). I saw

(Continued from page 22)
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the bunkers where people were forced
to sleep crowded and nearly naked on
wooden planks during brutally cold win-
ters. I stood at the “death wall” where
Jews, Roma, Poles, Soviets, and perhaps
some believers in the third angel’s mes-
sage were shot by a firing squad. Down
in the basement of one of the block build-
ings, prisoners were locked up in solitary
confinement without sunlight or food
and left to perish as did John the Bap-
tist at the command of another Herod,
the tetrarch known as Antipas who gov-
erned Perea and Galilee.

It was not just the Jews and other
asocial elements who were prisoners
at Auschwitz. The Nazi guards were
themselves imprisoned as they cooper-
ated in inflicting horrible suffering on
others. They were slaves to their ideas
of narcissism, brutality, and self-decep-
tion. It was a living hell for all.

Victor Frankl, a Jewish psychiatrist
who survived the concentration camp
at Auschwitz, writes that the most
physically fit were not the ones who
survived; those who were emotionally
fit endured. Only those who held on to
their loved ones in their memories and
hopes endured the torture and over-
came.'

The Bible maintains that only two el-
ements can overcome the world. One is
love, and the other is faith. The apostle
Paul agrees with Frankl that love can
overcome the world. The apostle John
adds that faith overcomes the world and
its worldly traps and entanglements.

“As it is written, For thy sake we are
killed all the day long; we are account-
ed as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in
all these things we are more than con-
querors through Him that loved us. For
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things
to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” “For whatsoev-
er is born of God overcometh the world:
and this is the victory that overcometh

the world, even our faith. Who is he
that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”
Romans 8:36-39; 1 John 5:4, 5.

When the Allies finally arrived to
liberate the remaining prisoners at Aus-
chwitz, some prisoners were unable to
savor their newly gained liberty. They
were too weak to eat and live on. They
had lost the hope to live; and when hope
arrived, it was too late.

The prophet Jeremiah shares his
reflections about the final day of lib-
eration when Jesus returns to take His
saints from this earthly Auschwitz to
the heavenly land of freedom. Many
will not be saved. Many will not be
able to overcome their hurt. Their spiri-
tual health will not recover. Why? They
will not be saved, because they did not
gather a spiritual harvest in the summer
so they would be prepared for the long
winter of suffering and persecution in
the midst of evil.

“The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved. For the
hurt of the daughter of my people am
I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath
taken hold on me. Is there no balm in
Gilead; is there no physician there? why
then is not the health of the daughter of
My people recovered?” Jeremiah 8:20-
22.

Do you have that love and faith of
Jesus that makes it possible to endure
through suffering, failure, and even
death? If such a time of suffering were
to be repeated in your lifetime, would
you be able to withstand the vials of
evil as did Paul and John in their day
through love and faith?

The slide to Auschwitz

In 1977, C. Everett Koop, M.D., the cel-
ebrated Surgeon General of the United
States during the presidency of Ronald
Reagan, wrote an article and gave a talk
titled “The Slide to Auschwitz.”?> He
compared the United States to Germa-
ny in the late 1930s. Both nations were
technologically advanced. Both nations
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had numerous universities and philoso-
phers. Both nations were professedly
Christian. Both had strong and powerful
militaries. Both were following the same
economic and political path. The Ger-
mans advocated abortion. They made
war on the unborn. Then they made war
on the terminally ill and supported eu-
thanasia—mercy killing of sick adults.
Then it was natural to do the same to
the mentally deprived or handicapped.
These people were murdered because
they did not think like other people.
Then the society made war on the asocial
elements—people who were considered
different, such as the Jews, the Roma or
gypsies, and the Jehovah’s Witnesses.
They also sent to the gas chamber other
ethnic groups, such as the Polish and
Soviets. Dr. Koop makes the comment
that if it happened in Germany in the
1930s without physicians protesting,
it can also happen in America today.
Ironically, religious leaders were swept
onto the propaganda bandwagon of the
Third Reich, which was promised to be
a third millennium of rule and peace.
What composed the first two? Pagan
Rome ruled for 1,000 years, and Papal
Rome ruled for 1,000 years. Why not
Germany? Why not America? Does not
the Bible foretell a millennial kingdom?
How could it be that millions remained
silent before so many atrocities? How
could it be that nominal Axis-power and
conquered churches espoused the Nazi
regime with pride?

For example, a worker living in
Nazi-occupied Holland, remarked: “The
only thing they [Jews] are still allowed
to do is breathe. Now more have been
rounded up.... And we Dutch are just
accepting it.”?

Visiting a holocaust museum in
St. Petersburg, Florida, I read the fol-
lowing statement attributed to Martin
Niemoller which reflects the mindset
of many millions during the Nazi era
across most of occupied Europe. “First,
they came for the Socialists, and I did
not speak out-because I was not a So-
cialist. Then, they came for the Trade
Unionists, and I did not speak out-be-
cause I was not a Trade Unionist. Then,
they came for the Jews, and I did not
speak out-because I was not a Jew.
Then, they came for me-and there was
no one left to speak for me.”*

Silence is consent. Ezekiel wrote not
only to his generation of believers in
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Babylonian captivity, but also to the final
generation of spiritual Israel amid spiri-
tual Babylon. He called on all to regard
their responsibility before God as spiri-
tual watchmen over God’s present truth.
If we do not protest, if we do not share
the message of life, we become partak-
ers of the sins, atrocities, and wicked
deeds committed by others. If we do not
speak to allow the Spirit to take people
from darkness to light, then we who re-
main silent will be converted to them
in darkness. Complacency, apathy, and
procrastination are immoral steps on
the path that slides toward Auschwitz.

“So thou, O son of man, I have set
thee a watchman unto the house of Is-
rael; therefore thou shalt hear the word
at My mouth, and warn them from Me.
When I say unto the wicked, O wicked
man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost
not speak to warn the wicked from his
way, that wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will I require at
thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn
the wicked of his way to turn from it; if
he do not turn from his way, he shall die
in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered
thy soul.” Ezekiel 33:7-9.

Watchman, are you watching over
your own soul? Are you your brother’s
keeper? Do you not see the final strug-
gle and final triumph in sight?

Recollections from Friedensau

After nearly 100 years, members of the
Reform Movement, unlike the Reform
pioneers in 1920, were allowed to pre-
sent their stand on pacifism at a Sym-
posium at Friedensau Adventist Uni-
versity on May 14, 2014. Two lectures
based on the Bible, Spirit of prophecy,
and irrefutable evidence from the Civil
War and the Great War were presented
by myself and Brother Woonsan Kang
to an Adventist audience that includ-
ed scholars, students, and laypersons.
Questions were answered in the spirit
of Christ. We stated that Reformers do
not consider themselves better or holier
than others, yet we strive to live accord-
ing to the teachings of the Lamb of God.

During a recess on the last day, an
Adventist scholar presented some trou-
bling predictions that, according to the
Post-Modern Adventist philosophy,
the Sunday law may never come and
prophecy may fail. I asked another at-
tending professor, “Do you also believe
at your American Adventist University

that the Sunday law may never come?”
He replied that the problem was that
fourth generation Adventists were hav-
ing trouble, since the second coming of
Christ has not yet occurred.

How many believers in the third an-
gel’s message are also having trouble
grasping the fact that about 170 years
after 1844-longer than the 120 years of
Noah’s preaching—Jesus has not yet re-
turned? Peter also met Christians and
unbelievers in his day who doubted
that Christ would return. He wrote:
“... Beloved, I now write unto you; in
both which I stir up your pure minds by
way of remembrance: That ye may be
mindful of the words which were spo-
ken before by the holy prophets, and
of the commandment of us the apostles
of the Lord and Saviour: Knowing this
first, that there shall come in the last
days scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, And saying, Where is the promise
of His coming? For since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of the creation. For
this they willingly are ignorant of, that
by the word of God the heavens were
of old, and the earth standing out of the
water and in the water: Whereby the
world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished.” “The Lord is not
slack concerning His promise, as some
men count slackness; but is longsuf-
fering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come
to repentance. But the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night; in the
which the heavens shall pass away with
a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be
burned up.” 2 Peter 3:1-6, 9, 10.

Although there are more reasons
that could be cited, the apostle Peter
cites three evidences for the coming of
Christ. First, we have the messages of
the prophets and the promises of Jesus
Himself that the event of His return will
happen. Second, to demonstrate that
“all things” don’t ever “continue” in the
same way, we have the testimony of the
flood record with its fossils showing the
death of millions of creatures, as well as
the flood stories which abound among
aborigines and different cultures around
the world. Just as God put an end to the
wickedness of the ancient world with a
worldwide flood, so He will set a lim-
it to this planet and then create a new
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one with a new holy race. And, third,
God is longsuffering, as attested to by
thousands of believers throughout his-
tory. He has providentially waited and
intervened according to His own clock
and timing, which is beyond human
reckoning. God waits as sinners become
saints. This is the greatest argument for
Christianity. Sinners do change by grace
and by the working of the Spirit, which
scoffers cannot deny. Every conversion
is a testimony of God’s longsuffering
and His desire that all men be saved if
they are so willed.

“The mercy of God is shown by His
long forbearance. He is holding back
His judgments, waiting for the message
of warning to be sounded to all. There
are many who have not yet heard the
testing truths for this time. The last call
of mercy is to be given more fully to our
world. The word of God portrays the
wickedness and corruption that will ex-
ist in the world in the last days. As we
see the fulfillment of prophecy, our faith
in the final triumph of Christ’s kingdom
should be increased.”>

Perhaps Jesus has delayed His com-
ing and the event so long expected be-
cause He is waiting for you to change
your mind, heart, and spirit by His sav-
ing grace. Will you hearken to the voice
of mercy before it ceases and the angel
flies down to close the door of grace?

The Great War and fallen heroes

Considering the buildup of armies be-
fore World War I, some individuals had
premonitions that it was impending.
Writers and religious leaders saw the
onset of a terrible struggle emerging be-
tween the royal houses of Europe. There
was a significant increase in weaponry
and colonialist sentiments. The ter-
rible conflict brought an end to the old
world order of warfare. Aircraft, tanks,
machine guns, submarines, chemical
warfare, and other technological killing
methods were conceived during World
War I. They were fast, effective, and le-
thal in producing mass murder of both
military personnel and innocent civil-
ians. Ironically, as some men seek to
increase longevity, others study how to
end it.

It was right at the outbreak of this
Great War that spiritual conflict and di-
vision came to the Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church. On July 21, 1914, before the
other letters were issued, L.R. Conradi,
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Hans F. Schuberth, and Guy Dail wrote
to the War Ministry in Germany request-
ing that all Adventists be excused from
military service on Saturdays (Sabbath).
Kaiser Wilhelm, the emperor of Ger-
many, wrote on that letter—"No pardon
[exception] for Adventists.”® Regretta-
bly the European Adventist leadership
yielded to the demands of the state and
engaged in war, and did so even on the
Sabbath. “About ten percent of the total
Adventist membership in Germany”
or “2,000 German Adventists engaged
in the war effort.” Of these, “257 were
killed in action.””

Beginning in August 1914, members
who maintained the original position of
the church on conscientious objection
to bearing arms and engaging in war
were disfellowshipped. Those who es-
poused the peaceful teachings of Christ
when drafted went into hiding. One of
the pacifist Adventists who took the
words of Jesus to heart, that is, to flee,
was Wilhelm Richter, the church elder
in Bremen, Germany. He was eventu-
ally caught and imprisoned. He was
tortured and saw others martyred for
their faith and their nonviolence posi-
tion. By the grace of God, he survived
and became a preacher in the Reform
Movement.

He withstood the times of peril. He
gave witness to the power of God to
endure when persecuted and harassed.
But did he remain faithful to the faith?
No; apparently he had differences with
some of the Reform Movement leaders,
and because of personal hurt among
brethren, he separated and left the pres-
ent truth. Brother Oscar Kramer recalls
that some of his descendants did remain
with the Reform Movement.

How ironic that some who persevere
in times of war throw in the towel in
times of peace. Are you, too, grieved be-
cause of some personal difference with
your brethren? Are you willing to forgive
but not to forget? Does not God want us
to forgive and forget like He does? He
says, “And their sins and iniquities will I
remember no more.” Hebrews 10:17.

Jesus wants us to live like a living
sacrifice for His spiritual kingdom of
grace. In the current time of peace, it is
important not to be caught or deceived
by personal grievances. Like children,
Jesus admonishes us to be forbearing
with one another, to forgive one anoth-
er, and to be busy about the Lord’s busi-

ness of announcing the final triumph of
the third angel’s message.

Off the coast of the United States on
both the Eastern and Western shores,
there are some little aquatic snails called
“limpets.” They have a nice turtle-like
shell to cover themselves and be protect-
ed from the pounding waves. They live
on the seaside rocks.® When they see one
of their fellows swept away by the force
of the oncoming waves and high tide, the
others tenaciously cling more strongly
to and deeper on the rocks as a sure an-
chor and strength so as not to be washed
away. What an object lesson for the Chris-
tian who knows that the end of time will
bring torrential rains, floods, and forceful
waves of persecution and distress! Like
the tiny limpet, we too must build upon
the rock, upon Jesus Christ, and hold on
tighter to Him as we see others being
washed away in the ocean of sin, world-
liness, apathy, or discontent.

Toward the final triumph-conversion
and endurance

Like the psalmist, we may repeat the
prayer, “But I am poor and needy; yet
the Lord thinketh upon me: Thou art
my help and my deliverer; make no tar-
rying, O my God.” “But I am poor and
needy: make haste unto me, O God:
Thou art my help and my deliverer; O
Lord, make no tarrying.” Psalm 40:17;
70:5. This verse appears twice in the
King James Version of the Psalms and al-
ways at the end of a psalm. Maybe that
is the longing of your soul. Maybe you,
too, are poor and needy and desire an
escape from trouble and affliction.

But notice that the first verse of the
subsequent psalm adds another prayer:
“In Thee, O Lord, do I put my trust: let
me never be put to confusion. Deliver
me in Thy righteousness, and cause me
to escape: incline Thine ear unto me,
and save me. Be Thou my strong habi-
tation, whereunto I may continually re-
sort: Thou hast given commandment to
save me; for Thou art my rock and my
fortress.” Psalm 71:1-3.

May God spare us from the prevail-
ing confusion in Adventism today. May
you, too, be delivered by seeking refuge
in Jesus as your “strong habitation.”
May you “continually resort” to Jesus
as your “rock” and “fortress.” He is
the spiritual ark in which we must hide
through the coming torrent and storm.
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Jesus told His disciples that there
would be a tarrying time. “While the
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered
and slept. And at midnight there was
a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom
cometh; go ye out to meet Him.” Mat-
thew 25:5, 6. Everyone slept, and it was
necessary to have a reserve of oil while
waiting for the bridegroom. This is the
tarrying time when many consider the
coming of the Lord as late. This is the
time to store more oil of the Spirit in
our souls and to watch for the midnight
hour of liberation.

In Western Latin American culture,
the bride typically tarries and the guests
anxiously await her arrival for the mar-
riage ceremony. Yet in Jesus’ time, it was
the bridegroom who tarried, and every-
one waited to call out, “Here comes the
Bridegroom!”

Jesus also told His disciples that they
would need to endure and persevere
in order to be saved on the last great
day. “But he that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved.” Matthew
24:13. “And ye shall be hated of all men
for My name’s sake: but he that shall
endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved.” Mark 13:13.

“There is to be no end to this warfare
this side of eternity, but while there are
constant battles to fight, there are also
precious victories to gain, and the tri-
umph over self and sin is of more value
than the mind can estimate. The effort
put forth to overcome, though requiring
self-denial, is of little account beside the
victory over evil.

“The life-work given to us is that
of preparation for the life eternal, and
if we accomplish this work as God has
designed that we should, every tempta-
tion may work for our advance; for as
we resist its allurement, we make prog-
ress in the divine life. In the heat of the
conflict, while engaged in earnest spiri-
tual warfare, unseen agencies are by our
side, commissioned of heaven to aid
us in our wrestlings, and in the crisis,
strength and firmness and energy are
imparted to us, and we have more than
mortal power. But unless the human
agent shall bring his will into harmony
with the will of God, unless he shall
forsake every idol, and overcome every
wrong practice, he will never succeed
in the warfare; but will be finally over-
come. Those who would be conquerors
must engage in conflict with unseen
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agencies; inward corruption must be
overcome, and every thought must be
brought into harmony with, and subjec-
tion to, Christ.”?

William C. White in a letter in which
he recounted the last days of his mother,
Sister Ellen G. White, stated that she be-
lieved in “the final triumph of the third
angel’s message.”!® Do you believe you
can be part of this final triumph?

As another Week of Prayer ends and
brings us closer to the return of our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, let us realize that only
our personal conversion, the necessary
change of heart, mind, and spirit, will
prepare us for the final triumph of the
third angel’s message, which will be
witnessed in the return of Jesus in glory
and majesty to redeem His people.

“Has your character been trans-
formed? Has darkness been exchanged
for light, the love of sin for the love of
purity and holiness? Have you been con-
verted, who are engaged in teaching the
truth to others? Has there been in you
a thorough, radical change? Have you
woven Christ into your character? You
need not be in uncertainty in this mat-
ter. Has the Sun of Righteousness risen
and been shining in your soul? If so, you
know it; and if you do not know whether
you are converted or not, never preach
another discourse from the pulpit until
you do. How can you lead souls to the
fountain of life of which you have not
drunk yourself? Are you a sham, or are
you really a son of God? Are you serv-
ing God, or are you serving idols? Are
you transformed by the Spirit of God,
or are you yet dead in your trespasses
and sins? To be sons of God means more
than many dream of, because they have
not been converted. Men are weighed
in the balance and found wanting when
they are living in the practice of any
known sin. It is the privilege of every
son of God to be a true Christian mo-
ment by moment; then he has all heaven
enlisted on his side. He has Christ abid-
ing in his heart by faith.”"

The story is told of a skeptic who
was demeaning and downgrading the
Bible as he dialogued with a Christian.

Skeptic: “It is impossible in this
modern age to believe in any book so
old whose authorship is questionable.”

Christian: “Then, tell me, sir, do you
know who was the author of the multi-
plication table? Such a table is very an-
cient for this modern age.”

Skeptic: “No, I do not know, nor do I
believe anyone knows.”

Christian: “You must certainly not
believe in the multiplication table be-
cause the authorship is questionable.”

Skeptic: “O, but I do believe in it, be-
cause it works. There are mathematical
proofs to show that it is true.”

Christian: “Let me then add that the
Bible is also true because it works and
there are proofs to show it is true. Just
think for a moment of the millions of
people through the ages both great and
small who have changed their lifestyles,
because of the gospel of Jesus, from
worst to good. They have abandoned
a life of drunkenness, adultery, drugs,
stealing, and other vices which still
afflict our modern world. They have
adopted a life of service to humankind,
stopping slavery like William Wilber-
force, opening orphanages like George
Muller, establishing hospitals like Ida
Scudder, founding universities like
William Carey, setting up rehabilita-
tion centers like Corrie Ten Boom, and
promoting peace like Leo Tolstoy. Jesus
works, and He is true.”

Dear friend and believer, the coming
of Jesus into our souls and His return to
our planet will be the final triumph of
the third angel’s message. Hallelujah.
Amen!
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Keep Christ Before the People

he standard by which to measure

character is the royal law. The law is
the sin detector. By the law is the knowl-
edge of sin. But the sinner is constantly
being drawn to Jesus by the wonder-
ful manifestation of His love in that
He humiliated Himself to die a shame-
ful death upon the cross. What a study
is this! Angels have striven, earnestly
longed, to look into the wonderful mys-
tery. It is a study that can tax the high-
est human intelligence, that man, fallen,
deceived by Satan, taking Satan’s side
of the question, can be conformed to
the image of the Son of the infinite God.
That man shall be like Him, that, be-
cause of the righteousness of Christ giv-
en to man, God will love man—fallen but
redeemed-even as He loved His Son.
Read it right out of the living oracles.

This is the mystery of godliness.
This picture is of the highest value to be
placed in every discourse, to be hung in
memory’s hall, to be uttered by human
lips, to be traced by human beings who
have tasted and known that the Lord is
good, to be meditated upon, to be the
groundwork of every discourse. There
have been dry theories presented and
precious souls are starving for the bread
of life. This is not the preaching that is
required or that the God of heaven will
accept, for it is Christless.

The divine picture of Christ must
be kept before the people. He is that
Angel standing in the sun of heaven.
He reflects no shadows. Clothed in
the attributes of Deity, shrouded in the
glories of Deity, and in the likeness of
the infinite God, He is to be lifted up
before men. When this is kept before
the people, creature merit sinks into
insignificance. The more the eye looks
upon Him, the more His life, His les-
sons, His perfection of character are
studied, the more sinful and abhorrent
will sin appear. By beholding, man can
but admire and become more attracted
to Him, more charmed, and more de-
sirous to be like Jesus until he assimi-
lates to His image and has the mind of
Christ. Like Enoch he walks with God.
His mind is full of thoughts of Jesus.
He is his best Friend.
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We have been pained to see, when
ministers are much together and labor-
ing together, that one catches the ways
and the attitudes and the gestures, the
manner of address, the very tones of
the voice, of another, until his iden-
tity is lost in that of his associate. This
causes me pain of heart, because I know
that if he had been looking to Jesus,
thinking of Jesus, talking of His love
and imitating His character, the stamp
of Jesus would be upon him and not the
human impress of finite beings who, in
words, manner, and spirit, but faintly
represent the Lamb of God who taketh
away the sins of the world. If every
minister who claims to love Jesus will
only be filled with His charms and be-
come assimilated to His image, what an
example would he give to his brethren
and to the world! The more ministers
are in the company of Christ by com-
muning with Him, the more they will
be fastened to Christ. Catching His holy
looks and copying His holy ways, they
will be transformed into His image.
They may be truly said to represent Je-
sus Christ....

Selfishness is written on the human
heart in plain, unmistakable characters.
Just as soon as the love of God takes its
place, there is the image and superscrip-
tion of Jesus Christ. His entire life amid
a world filled with pride and selfish-
ness was without an exception an em-
bodiment of that charity that suffereth
long, and is kind; that envieth not; that
“vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh
not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in inig-
uity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth
all things, believeth all things, hopeth
all things, endureth all things.” 1 Cor-
inthians 13:4-7. Here is presented before
us the fruits of the grace of God which
every follower of Christ will manifest
in his life and reveal in his character. If
those manifestations are wanting, there
must be most earnest seeking of God.
By repentance and faith in Jesus Christ
we may receive the spirit of Christ here
specified, and then we may indeed be
called children of God and not chil-

dren of the wicked one. We must have
greater faith; then we shall have more
of Christ....

A Christian is the highest type of a
man, because he is Christlike, and when
he departs from the principles that are
after Christ’s order, he is often igno-
rant that he has done wrong. The Lord
sets the case before him as it is, as he is.
He does not specify all his wrongs but
gives him a chance to manifest that he
is a true child of God by his repentance
and confession, not only of the sins
specified but of those which conscience
sets in order before him. In doing this
work he reveals he has made an open
rupture with Satan and with sin. He
feels his weakness, he lays hold with
earnest purpose and living faith upon
the strength of God, and is an over-
comer. Great becomes his peace, his joy,
for it comes from the Lord, and there is
nothing more acceptable in the sight of
God than the continual humiliation of
the soul before Him. These evidences
are unmistakable proofs that the Lord
has touched hearts by His Holy Spirit.
More wonderful than miracles of physi-
cal healing is the miracle wrought in the
child of God in wrestling with natural
defects and overcoming them. The uni-
verse of God looks upon him with joy
far greater than on any splendid out-
ward display. The inward character is
molded after the divine Pattern....

Holding up Christ as our only source
of strength, presenting His matchless
love in having the guilt of the sins of
men charged to His account and His
own righteousness imputed to man, in
no case does away with the law or de-
tracts from its dignity. Rather, it places it
where the correct light shines upon and
glorifies it. This is done only through the
light reflected from the cross of Calvary.
The law is complete and full in the great
plan of salvation, only as it is presented
in the light shining from the crucified
and risen Saviour. This can be only spir-
itually discerned. It kindles in the heart
of the beholder ardent faith, hope, and
joy that Christ is his righteousness. This
joy is only for those who love and keep
the words of Jesus, which are the words
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of God. -Ms 24, 1888, pp. 10, 11, 13, 23,
25. (“Looking Back at Minneapolis,” c.
November or December 1888.)

Bible religion is not made up of theo-
logical systems, creeds, theories, and
tradition, for then it would not remain
a mystery. The worldly would under-
stand it through their own natural abili-
ties. But religion, Bible religion, has a
practical, saving energy, elements pro-
ceeding wholly from God-a personal
experience of God’s power transform-
ing the entire man. --Ms 30, 1889, p. 23.
(“Experience Following the Minneapo-
lis Conference,” c. June 1889.)

To him who is content to receive
without deserving, who feels that he
can never recompense such love, who
lays all doubt and unbelief aside, and
comes as a little child to the feet of Je-
sus, all the treasures of eternal love are
a free, everlasting gift.

Come up to the Conference in calm,
perfect trust. “Great is the Lord, and
greatly to be praised; and His greatness
is unsearchable.” Psalm 145:3. He will
work, and who will let or hinder? There
is nothing too hard for Him. His is the
greatness, the power, the glory, the vic-
tory and the majesty. Let us not limit the
Holy One of Israel. —Letter 19e, 1892,
p- 1 (to O.A. Olsen, October 26, 1892).
Manuscript Releases, vol. 8, pp. 182-186.

“Grand and glorious things hath
God prepared for those who
love Him. Angels are looking
forward with earnest expecta-
tion to the final triumph of the
people of God, when seraphim
and cherubim and the ‘ten thou-
sand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands’ shall
swell the anthems of the blessed
and celebrate the triumphs of the
mediatorial achievements in the
recovery of man.” -My Life Today,
p. 307.




