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Introduction
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts
unto wisdom. Psalm 90:12.
Another year of life is now in the past. A new year is opening
before us. What will be its record? What will we each inscribe
upon its spotless pages? The manner in which we spend each
passing day will decide this question....
Let us enter upon the new year with our hearts cleansed from
the defilement of selfishness and pride. Let us put away every
sinful indulgence, and seek to become faithful, diligent learners
in the school of Christ. A new year opens its unsullied pages before us. What shall we write upon them? ...
Seek to begin this year with right purposes and pure motives,
as beings who are accountable to God. Ever bear in mind that
your acts are daily passing into history by the pen of the recording angel. You must meet them again when the Judgment shall
sit and the books shall be opened....
If we connect with God, the source of peace, and light, and
truth, His Spirit will flow through us as a channel, to refresh and
bless all around us. This may be the last year of life to us. Shall
we not enter upon it with thoughtful consideration? Shall not sincerity, respect, benevolence, mark our deportment toward all?
Let us withhold nothing from Him who gave His precious life
for us.... Let us all consecrate to God the property He has entrusted to us. Above all, let us give Him ourselves, a freewill
of-fering. —The Signs of the Times, January 7, 1882.
May the beginning of this year be a time that shall never be
forgotten,—a time when Christ shall come in among us, and say,
“Peace be unto you.”
Brethren and sisters, I wish you, one and all, a happy
New Year. — The Review and Herald, January 3, 1882
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“The Power
of

Music”

first part

By Antonino Di Franca

A

mong the many human creations, music and singing are undoubtedly the most widespread and practiced. In different places, from one
culture to another, and in every historical period, musical creation
and expression have been present. Along with instrumental and voice creations, there have been many musical forms and styles, some being more
melodic, and others less so. Some are spiritual, and others are sentimental;
some are rhythmic and loud, while others are soft, and poignant.
Using melody, tone, word, and rhythm, there is no doubt that music
and song exert a powerful influence on the moods and lives of men,
women, and children. In the world, singing and music have been used to
promote the ideals of the homeland through patriotic songs. In the military
forces, music is used to inspire soldiers, give courage to forces in battle,
and even launch what might be considered impossible campaigns to
obtain power.
Among God’s people in the past, music was used to enhance and
commemorate special moments, great movements for freedom, victories,
and special experiences. In fact, music served as a means of instruction
and was taught among the Levites. 2 Chronicles 23:13. The Psalms repeat
over and over again that praise should be sung to God; and this was done,
praising His name and honoring Him through hymn and song for His miracles, His deliverance of His people, and unexpected events. In the Bible
are many musical compositions–beautiful hymns, psalms of gratitude, and
glorious praises to the Lord that were sung by a single voice or in choirs.
One of the psalms that invites everyone to praise the Lord is Psalm 150:

Praise ye the Lord.
Praise God in His sanctuary:
Praise Him in the firmament of His power.
Praise Him for His mighty acts:
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.
Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet:
Praise Him with the psaltery and harp.
Praise Him with the timbrel and dance:
Praise Him with stringed instruments and organs.
Praise Him upon the loud cymbals:
Praise Him upon the high sounding cymbals.
Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.
Praise ye the Lord.

In personal life, singing has been used
to calm and quiet the troubled soul that is
tormented by pain and affliction. From ancient times, the therapeutic effect of song
and music has been recognized, as shown
in the example of King Saul when David
was called to play the harp in his presence,
for the melodious sound relieved the
trouble mental state of the ruler. The Spirit
of prophecy told of the “power” that song
and music have. “Music can be a great
power for good, yet we do not make the
most of this branch of worship.” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 71.
“Great have been the blessings
received by men in response to songs of
praise….
“How often in spiritual experience is
this history repeated! how often by words
of holy song are unsealed in the soul the
springs of penitence and faith, of hope and
love and joy!” –Education, p. 162.
“Music is of heavenly origin. There is
great power in music. It was music from the
angelic throng that thrilled the hearts of
the shepherds on Bethlehem’s plains and
swept round the world. It is in music that
our praises rise to Him who is the embodiment of purity and harmony. It is with music
and songs of victory that the redeemed
shall finally enter upon the immortal reward.” –Manuscript Releases, vol. 5, p. 197.
However, there are different kinds of
music that have different uses and results.
Melodious, solemn sacred music is a power for good, while worldly music composed
with certain distinct rhythms and sounds
are a power for evil. Singing and music are
not always positive and spiritual. Frequently in the world one can hear songs that
are not melodious or spiritual; their intent
is to arouse carnal thoughts and sensual
desires.
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Songs and music are a blessing in the
Christian experience, but in secular life
there can be some music that produces
good results while other types result in
great evil. In modern society, the impact of
music can be so great that it needs to be
examined and understood.
Some people are occupied with manual labor. All day long, as they work, they
listen to music; every day they hear what is
transmitted through digital devices. Others spend a lot of time traveling, and they
love to listen to music and secular songs
to make their long journeys more interesting. Still others who study or who just walk
down the street listen to music the whole
time, hearing every day that which is most
common in society.
God’s children use music to raise their
thoughts to heaven, focus their attention
on holy realities, and draw closer to God
in communion. Referring to the positive
aspect of music and song, the inspired
messenger wrote: “And such song has
wonderful power. It has power to subdue
rude and uncultivated natures; power to
quicken thought and to awaken sympathy, to promote harmony of action, and
to banish the gloom and foreboding that
destroy courage and weaken effort.
“It is one of the most effective means
of impressing the heart with spiritual truth.
How often to the soul hard-pressed and
ready to despair, memory recalls some
word of God’s–the long-forgotten burden
of a childhood song–and temptations lose
their power, life takes on new meaning
and new purpose, and courage and gladness are imparted to other souls!
“The value of song as a means of
education should never be lost sight of.
Let there be singing in the home, of songs
that are sweet and pure, and there will be
fewer words of censure and more of cheerfulness and hope and joy. Let there be
singing in the school, and the pupils will
be drawn closer to God, to their teachers,
and to one another.” –Education, pp. 167,
168.
What effects are there when one listens
to and sings certain types of worldly
music whose source is not at all heavenly?
People listen to frivolous songs or worldly
music that affects them without their even
realizing that it is their pastime or entertainment. Does this influence the way they
are and the way they think? What is the effect of certain rhythms and melodies from
worldly music on the Christian character
and mind? What is being taught, and what
influence do many songs written by popular singers have on a person’s spirituality?
Clearly, worldly lyrics and melodies can
only convey worldly ideas, leading to de-
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clining spiritual
virtues, unholy
feelings, and
degenerate
views. Eternal
values are lost
from thought,
gradually
eliminating a
person’s interest in uplifting
reading, the
study of God’s
holy word,
prayer, and
communion with the Lord. Thus, one slowly becomes friends with the
world. In essence he trains himself to lose the sense of immortal values
and eternal life.
Referring to the deadly effects of such music, the Spirit of prophecy
warns: “Music is often perverted to serve purposes of evil, and it thus
becomes one of the most alluring agencies of temptation. But, rightly
employed, it is a precious gift of God, designed to uplift the thoughts
to high and noble themes, to inspire and elevate the soul.” –Education,
p. 167.
“Among the most dangerous resorts for pleasure is the theater.
Instead of being a school for morality and virtue, as is so often claimed,
it is the very hotbed of immorality. Vicious habits and sinful propensities
are strengthened and confirmed by these entertainments. Low songs,
lewd gestures, expressions, and attitudes deprave the imagination and
debase the morals. Every youth who habitually attends such exhibitions
will be corrupted in principle. There is no influence in our land more
powerful to poison the imagination, to destroy religious impressions,
and to blunt the relish for the tranquil pleasures and sober realities of
life than theatrical amusements. The love for these scenes increases
with every indulgence as the desire for intoxicating drink strengthens
with its use. The only safe course is to shun the theater, the circus, and
every other questionable place of amusement.” –(Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, pp. 334, 335) The Adventist Home, p. 516.
Be aware that in song and music, as in many activities of man,
there are light and darkness, good and bad, and positive and negative
results. Denying this, or closing one’s eyes to this reality, means that the
danger to spiritual life even in the church is not recognized until it may
be too late. If we consider it important not to lose the holy ideals with
which we have been blessed, interest in the sacred truth, and love for
our Lord, who gave His life to redeem us, we cannot ignore this topic as
worldly music becomes more influential and pervasive.
Whether listening, singing, or playing, we are changed in one way
or another–into that which is good or into that which is evil. Therefore,
we cannot listen to whatever the market presents; young people and
adults have to make a choice–to choose the good and shun the evil.
This article containing inspired texts was prepared for this holy purpose,
as the apostle wrote: “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things.” “Those things, which ye have both learned, and received,
and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with
you.” “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God.” Philippians 4:8, 7; 2 Corinthians 7:1.
“Heaven is full of joy. It resounds with the praises of Him who made
so wonderful a sacrifice for the redemption of the human race. Should
not the church on earth be full of praise? Should not Christians publish
throughout the world the joy of serving Christ? Those who in heaven

join with the angelic choir in their anthem of praise must learn on earth
the song of heaven, the keynote of which is thanksgiving.” –Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 7, p. 244.
May God inspire our brothers and sisters throughout the world, and
especially the young people, to sing and listen to inspired music that
brings our feelings and thoughts close to the angelic choirs. Let us delight in truly inspiring, sanctifying music, with which the celestial courts
will be filled in eternity in praise of the eternal God and our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The influence of the holy angels seemed
for a time to carry him with them. As songs
of praise ascended in melodious strains,
swelled by thousands of glad voices, the
spirit of evil seemed vanquished; unutterable love thrilled his entire being; his
soul went out, in harmony with the sinless
worshippers, in love to the Father and the
Son.” –Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 36.
Learning Heaven’s song on earth

Celestial hymns and choirs
“And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the
throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” Revelation, 5:11, 12.
Rapturous songs
“I saw the beauty of heaven. I heard the angels sing their rapturous
songs, ascribing praise, honor, and glory to Jesus. I could then realize
something of the wondrous love of the Son of God.” –Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 1, p. 123.
Heaven’s perfect music
“I have been shown the order, the perfect order, of heaven, and have
been enraptured as I listened to the perfect music there. After coming out
of vision, the singing here has sounded very harsh and discordant. I have
seen companies of angels, who stood in a hollow square, everyone having
a harp of gold. At the end of the harp was an instrument to turn to set the
harp or change the tunes. Their fingers did not sweep over the strings
carelessly, but they touched different strings to produce different sounds.
There is one angel who always leads, who first touches the harp and
strikes the note, then all join in the rich, perfect music of heaven. It cannot
be described. It is melody, heavenly, divine, while from every countenance
beams the image of Jesus, shining with glory unspeakable.” –Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 1, p. 146.
In heaven music is part of God’s worship
“Music forms a part of God’s worship in the courts above, and we
should endeavor, in our songs of praise, to approach as nearly as possible
to the harmony of the heavenly choirs. The proper training of the voice is
an important feature in education, and should not be neglected.” –(The
Signs of the Times, March 14, 1900) The Voice in Speech and Song, p. 430.
Melodious praise to the Father and Son
“The angels joyfully acknowledged the supremacy of Christ, and
prostrating themselves before Him, poured out their love and adoration.
Lucifer bowed with them, but in his heart there was a strange, fierce conflict. Truth, justice, and loyalty were struggling against envy and jealousy.

“Difficulties will arise that will try your
faith and patience. Face them bravely.
Look on the bright side. If the work is
hindered, be sure that it is not your fault,
and then go forward, rejoicing in the Lord.
Heaven is full of joy. It resounds with the
praises of Him who made so wonderful a
sacrifice for the redemption of the human
race. Should not the church on earth be
full of praise? Should not Christians publish
throughout the world the joy of serving
Christ? Those who in heaven join with the
angelic choir in their anthem of praise must
learn on earth the song of heaven, the keynote of which is thanksgiving.” –The Voice
in Speech and Song, p. 429.
Unprepared to sing
the hymns of heaven
“They know not the language of heaven and are not educating their minds so as
to be prepared to sing the songs of heaven
or to delight in the spiritual exercises which
will there engage the attention of all.” –
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 264.
Joining the hosts in praising God
“‘Whoso offereth praise,’ says the
Creator, ‘glorifieth Me.’ Psalm 50:23. All
the inhabitants of heaven unite in praising
God. Let us learn the song of the angels
now, that we may sing it when we join their
shining ranks. Let us say with the psalmist,
‘While I live will I praise the Lord: I will sing
praises unto my God while I have any being.’ ‘Let the people praise Thee, O God;
let all the people praise Thee.’ Psalm 146:2;
67:5.” –Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 289.
Songs of triumph
“The soul redeemed and cleansed from
sin, with all its noble powers dedicated to
the service of God, is of surpassing worth;
and there is joy in heaven in the presence
of God and the holy angels over one soul
redeemed, a joy that is expressed in songs
of holy triumph.” –Steps to Christ, p. 126.
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Songs of saints and angels
“But if the saints fixed their eyes upon the prize before them
and glorified God by praising Him, then the angels would bear the
glad tidings to the city, and the angels in the city would touch their
golden harps and sing with a loud voice, ‘Alleluia!’ and the heavenly
arches would ring with their lovely songs.” –Early Writings, p. 39.
Deeds of mercy here make music there
“As you open your door to Christ’s needy and suffering ones,
you are welcoming unseen angels. You invite the companionship of
heavenly beings. They bring a sacred atmosphere of joy and peace.
They come with praises upon their lips, and an answering strain is
heard in heaven. Every deed of mercy makes music there. The Father from His throne numbers the unselfish workers among His most
precious treasures.” –The Desires of Ages, p. 639.
The house of God is heaven’s gate
“To the humble, believing soul, the house of God on earth is the
gate of heaven. The song of praise, the prayer, the words spoken by
Christ’s representatives, are God’s appointed agencies to prepare a
people for the church above, for that loftier worship into which there
can enter nothing that defileth.” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5,
p. 491.
Enchanting music
“Let those men and women who are satisfied with their dwarfed,
crippled condition in divine things be suddenly transported to heaven and for an instant witness the high, the holy state of perfection
that ever abides there–every soul filled with love; every countenance
beaming with joy; enchanting music in melodious strains rising in
honor of God and the Lamb;…” –Counsels for the Church, p. 186.
Singing with the angels one day
“I saw the beauty of heaven. I heard the angels sing their rapturous songs, ascribing praise, honor, and glory to Jesus. I could
then realize something of the wondrous love of the Son of God.
He left all the glory, all the honor which He had in heaven, and was
so interested for our salvation that He patiently and meekly bore
every indignity and slight which man could heap upon Him. He was
wounded, smitten, and bruised; He was stretched on Calvary’s cross
and suffered the most agonizing death to save us from death, that
we might be washed in His blood and be raised up to live with Him
in the mansions He is preparing for us, to enjoy the light and glory of
heaven, to hear the angels sing, and to sing with them.” –Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 123.

– page 6 –

“I

Declare”
By José V. Giner

K

ing Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian ruler in the time of Daniel in the
Bible, was characterized in the first years of his reign as a man eager for
conquest and power, just like his father, Nabopolassar, sovereign of Elam,
Mesopotamia, Syria, and Palestine. When his father was still alive, Nebuchadnezzar strove to secure dominion over these territories. In B.C. 605, he defeated the Egyptians at the Battle of Carchemesh. Upon ascending the throne, he
continued to consolidate and expand his domain.
One of his conquests greatly affected God’s people at that time. Nebuchadnezzar occupied Jerusalem in B.C. 606 and in 605 took many Jews captive
to Babylon, including Daniel and his companions. But because King Jehoiachin of Judah rebelled against him, Nebuchadnezzar punished Judah with a
second assault on Jerusalem and deportation to Babylon in B.C. 597. In place
of Jehoiachin, Nebuchadnezzar placed Zedekiah on the throne, and he ended
up rebelling as well. Nebuchadnezzar again conquered Jerusalem and razed it
in B.C. 587, destroying the temple and the city and carrying another contingent
of Jews to Babylon.
King Nebuchadnezzar then dedicated himself to enlarging and adorning
the city of Babylon, turning it into one of the wonders of the world. He built a
double wall around the city with enormous gates and had hanging gardens
placed on the wall. He also built temples and palaces that he filled with gold.
Some people called Babylon “the city of gold.” It was unparalleled, and it
seemed as if its splendor would never fade.

A rescue plan
The Babylonian Empire was especially noted for its idolatry and irreverence.
Its idolatrous practices were obscene, and the courtiers sank into vice, excess,
and lust, as generally happens with great empires. The very name of the king
reflected the belief in false deities. The king’s name means “Nebu has protected my inheritance.” Nabu was the Babylonian god of wisdom and writing. In
fact, the king considered himself the son of the god Marduk. To the Babylonians, Nabu was the one who wrote the destiny of the people, in harmony with
the decision of the gods.
Think about it. Satan achieved total domination over this empire and its
king. Many say that “Babylon” means “confusion,” “disorder,” or “perplexity.”
When the Bible in Revelation speaks about the fall of Babylon, it refers to the
apostate churches; and there is a call for people to come out of them, to leave
the confusion, the errors, the lies, and the sin. Revelation 18:4. Today we label
everything that has to do with disorder and confusion “Babylon.” What else
could be expected of Babylon and King Nebuchadnezzar?
God’s purpose is to deliver from captivity all who have been enslaved by
the enemy. God is pleased to draw with cords of love those who have been
chained in sin and its most abhorrent practices by Satan. Then, that which

appears to be human garbage and waste,
God will “recycle” and restore to His glory
and honor. Therefore, let us never say, “This
person is a hopeless case.” “I have no solution
for him.” “He went so far that there is no way
back.” No! Please! As we will see, no matter
how deep into sin a person has fallen, God is
an expert at descending to where such a person is, lifting him up, and giving him dignity as
His son or daughter. Let us always remember
that we belong to Him. We are His by creation
and by redemption. Would you not do your
best to help your wayward son if you had one?
Would the effort to pay the price and make the
sacrifice to recover your child, the son of your
womb, seem too much to you? Of course not!
God had a plan for the light of the gospel
to shine on King Nebuchadnezzar, and Daniel
and his three companions, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, were part of that plan. God also
has a plan to deliver everyone who comes
into existence in this world. It is known as the
“plan of redemption.” Ephesians 1:3-7. “The
resources of infinite love have been exhausted
by devising and executing the plan of redemption for man.” –In Heavenly Places, January 31,
p. 37.
The interesting thing about this story is that
Daniel and his friends were taken captive to
Babylon, thus losing their homes, their families,
their friends, the warmth of their homeland,
and their religious setting. The whole thing
looked like a terrible defeat, a disaster for the
lives of these young people who were perhaps
younger than twenty years of age. It was a very
bitter cup for them to drink.
But what seemed to be defeat, slavery, and
loss of identity God was going to turn into a
springboard for true faith. He would use faithful Daniel and his companions as instruments
to deliver King Nebuchadnezzar from the hand
of Satan; otherwise the king–and the nation–
might never have known about the true God.
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After a number of miraculous events, the
king became part of the faith of the one true
God of Israel. These unique events included
the dream that God gave the king and he did
not remember and the miraculous deliverance
of Daniel’s three friends from the fiery furnace and the appearance of Christ with them
amid the flames. Daniel 3:24, 25. And the last
miracle was the king’s losing his mind for seven
years and then being restored to his position.
The king wrote a beautiful testimony of his
faith, expressing his belief that there was no
one like Daniel’s God, whom he accepted with
all his heart.

An all-incorporating plan
When a person accepts the true God and
His Son, whom He sent into this world, the first
thing that happens to him is that he becomes
aware of the great treasure that he has been
given. Conviction takes hold of him, and the
Holy Spirit leads him to embrace Heaven’s
message with all his heart. That is why John
wrote that the Spirit has the mission of convincing each person “of sin, of righteousness, and
of judgment” (John 16:8) and of leading him
into the knowledge of the truth. John 16:13.
God’s great plan envisioned the restoration
of all human beings. He does not want anyone
to be lost; His deepest longing is for all of His
creatures to be saved. That is why the Holy
Spirit works tirelessly to reach men’s minds and
impress them with the truth of the gospel.
We can plant the seed of truth in other
people’s hearts, but the work of making it germinate is divine. No human being has the ability to convert souls. It is the same as when the
farmer plants the seed in the soil. The ability to
make the seed germinate and bear fruit is not
the farmer’s; he can only water the seedlings,
make sure that the weeds do not overtake the
plants, and keep the birds from consuming
the fruit. But the process of germination and
growth is a mystery. In the seed are contained
all of the elements for life to arise. In the same
way, the germ of salvation is in the seed of the
gospel.
Knowing the true God is something so
wonderful that it cannot be full comprehended
or put into words. To believe that He sent His
Son Jesus Christ to die for all of mankind and
that by believing in His atoning death one
can obtain eternal life (1 John 5:12, 13) is truly
astounding. To be certain that we obtain the
forgiveness of sin by humbly confessing it,
after which our record is cleansed and knowledge and power are given to live according to
God’s will is miraculous. ¨Those who see Christ
in His true character, and receive Him into the
heart, have everlasting life. It is through the
Spirit that Christ dwells in us; and the Spirit of
God, received into the heart by faith, is the
beginning of the life eternal.” –The Desire of
Ages, p. 388.
This is what God does, incorporating us
into the new life. Before, we lived in ignorance,
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estranged from Him and wandering aimlessly in a world that is plummeting to
ruin. Now we cling to the true God; and by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
we come to understand that in Him alone we can rest and trust. “He brought
me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a
rock, and established my goings.” Psalm 40:2. He establishes us on the rock of
salvation, His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
What a deep mystery! Let men and women who were once alienated from
God–enemies–suddenly fall prostrate before His presence, full of love and
gratitude. Have you made this experience? This was Nebuchadnezzar’s experience! God rescued him and established him in the true faith. Only those who
do not resist the divine influence can make this experience.

A plan of multiplication
Nebuchadnezzar understood that everyone who receives the light of truth
has a sacred duty to transmit it to others. This is the plan of multiplication. The
entire Bible is permeated with this concept, which should lead every committed believer to be the light of the world.
Jesus said: “I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” John 8:12. When we accept Jesus,
the light of the world, as our personal Saviour, we receive the light from Him,
light that enlightens us and guides us in the new experience of life. That light is
contained in the word, the Bible. Receiving the light makes us debtors before
God and men.
Nebuchadnezzar wrote: “Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people,
nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto
you. I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath
wrought toward me.” Daniel 4:1, 2. What beauty and example there is in this
statement of faith! King Nebuchadnezzar, the mighty monarch of the first
world empire, not only came to know about the true God, but he also accepted Him as the only God and sounded His praise to the four winds. The king
had the power to make this proclamation of faith. His influence was as great
as his exalted position. “ I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders….”
Nebuchadnezzar could not keep his new faith shut up in the palace. He understood God’s plan of multiplication; and just as before he had devoted his
power, talent, and influence to spreading the pagan faith, now he did the same
for the true faith.
The Samaritan woman with whom Jesus spoke at Jacob’s well did the same
thing in her experience of faith. Jesus sought her out to rescue her (John 4:5-7);
He drew her to the truth (John 4:13-26), and finally she accepted the plan of
multiplication. She ran to the city and told the people about her experience.
After that, “many of the Samaritans of that city believed on Him for the saying
of the woman, which testified,…” John 4:39.
All of us, dear brothers and sisters, have the responsibility to be living
witnesses of God’s love. We are privileged to be able to share with the people
around us this wonderful message that is so full of hope. The world needs the
good news of the gospel. How can we withdraw and hide our faith while thousands of souls go down to the grave without knowing the One who died for
them? Let us make a greater effort to present the One who died on the cross
so that everyone who believes in Him will not be lost but inherit eternal life.
I know it is not easy to do this, but it does not take great media outlets to
accomplish this. Let us just follow the example of the Samaritan woman, who
found the Messiah that day and immediately shared her newly found faith.
She recounted her experience–that is all! Just tell people what God has done
for you, and then let His Spirit take charge of making the seed germinate in
their hearts. Give a word of encouragement to those who are tired; show a
kind, understanding attitude to those who suffer; listen to those who want to
express what is in their hearts; extend a sincere handshake or a kind look; or
hand someone a brochure containing the Biblical message or an inspirational
thought. This is how you become part of the plan of multiplication. Make up
your mind to share your faith; do not shut yourself up in a shell of fear and
prejudice. If those who preached to you had done that, you would not know
the true God. If Daniel and his companions had gotten lost in the crowd and
concealed their faith, today we would not be telling the wonderful story of
Nebuchadnezzar’s newly found faith! May the Lord help us to be lights in this
world of darkness. This is my wish and prayer. God bless you!

“Personal

Evangelism”
By Siegmund Gutknecht
HOW CAN A PERSON BE APPROACHED?
The subject of how to approach a person in the right way with the
message of salvation is of great importance and requires a lot of earnest
prayer. Therefore, pray earnestly for wisdom, and participate in personal
evangelism. Pray for what to say when you speak with someone, and draw
from the storehouse of knowledge and ideas.
When we are open to see how God is working, He can hear our
prayers. Surely you will commit many mistakes, but the best way to learn is
by experience, as presented below.
1.

The direct way

This could also be classified as shock therapy. You come to the point
immediately without any introduction. For example, you address a stranger on the street and ask, “Do you know Jesus?” “Do you believe in Jesus’
second coming?”
This direct method is used when you are pressed for time and want to
get directly to the subject. However, it has drawbacks as well, for people
can easily avoid answering such questions. That is why it is better not to
ask alternative questions but to seek a comment with a direct inquiry, such
as: “What do you think about life after death?” The person’s answers allow
conclusions to be drawn as to their way of thinking.
2.

The indirect way

This is the opposite of the direct way, and it is usually much more appropriate and productive. In a conversation about common issues, points of contact
come up so that the conversation can take a spiritual direction.
3.

The question method

This includes how to ask questions so the person’s interest is aroused
and he is led to acknowledge his spiritual need.
4.

The way of good works

The Scriptures show that Jesus often relieved physical suffering before
He presented the gospel. Kindness and a willingness to help are often an
excellent way to win family, neighbors, friends, and acquaintances to the
gospel.

5.

Books and media

Even the fearful Christian can communicate the gospel with the help of Christian
books, literature, and media connections.
They provide opportunities for beginning a
conversation.
Another means is to lend Christian
books or DVDs. When they are returned,
many times good discussions develop
about what has been read or heard, providing opportunity for answers to be given to
questions that arise.
6.

Follow-up after evangelistic 		
meetings

Make a point to greet visitors kindly after
a presentation, and ask them if they have
any questions. You can generally tell pretty
quickly if a listener wishes to continue the
conversation. If he does not, invite him to the
following evening’s program and tell him how
happy you are that he attended this one.
But beware–too much enthusiasm can
scare off visitors who understood what was
going on.
Here are two examples from the Scriptures:
1.

Jesus Himself

Read John 4, and examine how Jesus
spoke to the woman at Jacob’s well.
2.

Philip the Evangelist

Acts 8:26-40 tells about Philip’s meeting in
the desert with the Ethiopian eunuch.
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HELPFUL POINTS
1. The sense of an inner need must
be stimulated
This cannot happen through discussion,
argument, or the art of persuasion.
Quoting Bible verses will help the listener
learn to trust in the Holy Spirit’s guidance in
spiritual matters, for only He can awaken the
recognition of sin and its remedy. We are not
able to do that, because only God reaches
people through His word. It is essential to be
very familiar with that word so that one can
draw on it readily at the right time and in the
right way.
First of all, explain the universality of sin.
“As it is written, There is none righteous,
no, not one: There is none that understandeth,
there is none that seeketh after God. They
are all gone out of the way, they are together
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one. Their throat is an open
sepulchre; with their tongues they have used
deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:
Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction
and misery are in their ways: And the way of
peace have they not known: There is no fear of
God before their eyes. Now we know that what
things soever the law saith, it saith to them who
are under the law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God.” “For all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:10-19, 23.
It must be made clear to people that God’s
way of dealing with sin is absolutely perfect
and that His requirements and commandments as found in His law are based on love
and what is best for man, who was created in
His divine image.
“And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up,
and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall
I do to inherit eternal life? He said unto him,
What is written in the law? how readest thou?
And he answering said, Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy
mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And he
said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this
do, and thou shalt live.” Luke 10:25-28.
Similarly, the undeniable fact of death and
the judgment should be explained thoroughly.
“And as it is appointed unto men once
to die, but after this the judgment.” Hebrews
9:27.
“For the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness.” Romans 1:18.
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” Romans 6:23.

– page 10 –

“Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.” Acts 17:31.
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth
not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3:36.
“And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the
earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I
saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened:
and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their
works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:11-15.
In addition, it is necessary to present the consequences of rejecting the
offer of eternal salvation.
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard
him.” Hebrews 2:3.
“He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” Hebrews 10:28, 29.
“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” “He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” John 3:17, 18, 36.
“Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring
forth.” Proverbs 27:1.
“He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be
destroyed, and that without remedy.” Proverbs 29:1.
Explain how to look to Jesus and His vicarious death for the sins of all
mankind.

2.

Lead people to Christ

When we are sure that a person is sincerely searching for the Saviour and
cleansing from sin, it is time to present Christ’s great sacrifice and show the
justice and love of God in the sinner’s salvation.
“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were
healed.” 1 Peter 2:24.
“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him.” 2 Corinthians 5:21.
“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:5, 6.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
John 3:16.
“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”
Romans 3:24-26.

3.

What does faith mean?

Believing means accepting God’s holy word, work, and character. Let us always remember that faith not only saves the sinner but leads him to the goal of faith–Jesus Christ.
“And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said,
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” Acts 16:30, 31.
The power is not so much in the word “believe” as in the words “in the Lord Jesus Christ.”
An illustration of this is in a story about Charles Blondin, the famous French tightrope
walker. He had just crossed Niagara Falls on a cable, pushng a man in a wheelbarrow,
when he turned to a young man and asked, “Do you think I could take you across, too?”
The young man answered affirmatively, so Blondin said: “Come on, get in.” The young
man refused, thus demonstrating that his previous statement had been only lip service.
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
Hebrews 11:1.
“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6.
God uses various expressions to help us understand the infinite meaning of faith.

3.1. Look

3.2. Seek

3.3. Call

“Look unto me, and be ye
saved, all the ends of the earth:
for I am God, and there is none
else.” Isaiah 45:22.
This is total confidence, without any doubt, as a child goes to
his parents for all his needs. We
must go to God in the very same
way.

“Seek ye the Lord while he
may be found, call ye upon him
while he is near.” Isaiah 55:6.
This implies that one exercises
full trust in God, anticipating that
He will carry out His promises to
those who seek for Him with all
sincerity and wholeheartedness.

“For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.” Romans 10:13.
A child calls to his parents for
aid, and one who is drowning also
calls for help. Why do they cry
out? Because they are helpless
and desperately need the help of
others.

3.4. Come
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30.
“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25.
“And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things
are now ready.” Luke 14:17.
This is about the path to be taken by the human heart as he moves toward God; the
person turns away from his own path and directs his life toward Heaven. A conscious exercise
of the will is part of this.

3.5. Taste

3.6. Take

3.7. Submit

“O taste and see that the
Lord is good: blessed is the man
that trusteth in him.” Psalm 34:8.
In other words, food can be
tasted only when it is literally
taken into oneself, and this is also
the case with tasting salvation in
Christ Jesus.

“And the Spirit and the bride
say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely.” Revelation 22:17.
This is another action that is
strongly influenced by the will.
Christ is willing to accept us. Are we
willing to let ourselves be accepted?

“Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you.” James 4:7.
This is the total submission of
one’s own will to that of the One
who holds the authority. Christ
wants and requires unconditional
submission on the part of every
lost human being. Anything less
will not be effective.
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3.8. Trust

3.9. Rely

“For the which cause I also
suffer these things: nevertheless I
am not ashamed: for I know whom
I have believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that which I
have committed unto him against
that day.” 2 Timothy 1:12.
“Commit thy way unto the Lord;
trust also in him; and he shall bring
it to pass.” Psalm 37:5.
A patient entrusts himself to his
doctor’s care before an operation,
and he is delivered into the medical professional’s hands without
reserve.

“Behold, God is my salvation; I
will trust, and not be afraid: for the
Lord Jehovah is my strength and
my song; he also is become my
salvation.” Isaiah 12:2.
“Trust” is a wonderful word that is
full of great meaning. A child jumps
confidently into the arms of his
father, and that is how confidently
we surrender ourselves to God’s
guidance and direction.

5. A conscious decision to accept Christ as Lord and Saviour
After seeing that the person has become aware of his lost condition and
understands the way to salvation, one will kneel with him, praying to God
and thanking Him for the wonderful effects of His Holy Spirit and for the
power of the blood of Christ.
This also gives the interested individual an opportunity to empty his heart
before God and to promise to follow Him on the well-known path to eternal
life.

4. The sovereignty of Christ
Being under the dominion of
Christ means that our lives rest
totally in His hands. “That if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation.” Romans
10:9, 10.
“And that he died for all,
that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves,
but unto him which died for them,
and rose again.” 2 Corinthians
5:15.
In other words, He has become our protection, assistance,
help, redemption, and salvation.

6. How can one be sure of salvation?

7. Testify of Christ

Such assurance cannot be based on subjective feelings but must be founded
on the word of God.
“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it
knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is.” 1 John 3:1, 2.
“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name.” John 1:12.
“For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son
quickeneth whom he will.” John 5:21.
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.”
John 6:47.
“I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in
and out, and find pasture.” John 10:9.
“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God.” 1 John 5:13.
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation.” Romans 10:9, 10.
Advise every new Christian to read God’s word daily and to draw new vigor
and knowledge from the heavenly source.

For one who is young in the
faith, expressing his faith in Jesus
is very important. In thus witnessing, not only do other people
come to know about salvation,
but it also increases the depth
and strength of one’s own faith.
God especially recognizes those
who testify of Him.
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WORLD
IN BRIEF

NEWS

The General Conference Health Department,
organized a Virtual Symposium from February 7 to 11
of 2021 entitled “Safeguarding our Immune System”.
“God have mercy on us, and he blesses us;
He makes his face shine upon us; Selah
So that your way may be known on earth,
Your salvation among all nations” Psalm 67:1, 2.
Five days of interesting educational talks on
health care and how to strengthen our
immune system. Among the speakers we find
health professionals, and therapists among others.
We had the joy of listen to special songs
represented by different countries. The moderator
from the General Conference Headquarters, Pastor
Morris Lowe along with Pastor Douglas Francis were
the moderators of the event. The transmission was
presented by YouTube, Facebook, and Zoom, having a
range of thousands of views.
We thank God for allowing us to host this event for
our English-speaking brothers.
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WORLD
IN BRIEF

MISSIONARY REPORTS

Africa

Tanzanía

Swaziland

Candidates for baptism

Another group of candidates for baptism

Group of baptism candidates
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Baptisms

WORLD
IN BRIEF

NEWS
The Philippines

Baptisms

Evangelism Team Group

Presenting the Word of God

Public Conference

Group of people at the public conference

– page 15 –

India

Conference in India

Group of brothers

People receiving the gospel

Baptisms in India

We appreciate your prayers for the work,
God bless you!
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