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Beacon of hope, faith, and truth in a 
confused world.

We believe:

•	 The	 all-wise,	 loving	 God	 created	
all	 things	 in	 the	 universe	 by	His	
Son,	Jesus	Christ;	He	is	its	Owner	
and	Sustainer.

•	 He	met	 the	 challenge	 to	His	 lov-
ing	 leadership	 and	 authority	 by	
reconciling	 the	world	 to	Himself	
through	the	life,	death,	and	resur-
rection	of	His	Son,	the	Word	made	
flesh.

•	 The	 Holy	 Spirit,	 Jesus’	 represen-
tative	 on	 earth,	 convicts	 of	 sin,	
guides	into	truth,	and,	when	abid-
ing	in	man,	overcomes	all	unrigh-
teousness.

•	 The	 Bible	 is	 the	 record	 of	 God’s	
dealings	 with	 mankind	 and	 the	
standard	 of	 all	 doctrine;	 the	 Ten	
Commandments	are	the	transcript	
of	His	 character	 and	 the	 founda-
tion	of	all	enduring	reform.

•	 His	 people,	 in	 harmony	 with	
God’s	Word	and	under	the	direc-
tion	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	call	all	men	
everywhere	 to	 be	 reconciled	 to	
God	through	faith	in	Jesus.

•	 Bible	prophecy	reveals	that	earth’s	
history	 will	 soon	 close	 with	 the	
visible	 return	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 as	
King	 to	 claim	 all	 who	 have	 ac-
cepted	 Him	 as	 the	 world’s	 only	
Redeemer	and	their	Lord.
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The	reason	many	in	this	age	of	the	world	make	no	greater	advancement	in	the	
divine	life	is	because	they	interpret	the	will	of	God	to	be	just	what	they	will	
to	do.	While	following	their	own	desires,	they	flatter	themselves	that	they	are	

conforming	to	God’s	will.	These	have	no	conflicts	with	self.	There	are	others	who	for	
a	time	are	successful	in	the	struggle	against	their	selfish	desire	for	pleasure	and	ease.	
They	are	sincere	and	earnest,	but	grow	weary	of	protracted	effort,	of	daily	death,	of	
ceaseless	turmoil.	Indolence	seems	inviting,	death	to	self	repulsive;	and	they	close	
their	drowsy	eyes	and	fall	under	the	power	of	temptation	instead	of	resisting	it.
The	directions	laid	down	in	the	word	of	God	leave	no	room	for	compromise	with	

evil.	The	Son	of	God	was	manifested	that	He	might	draw	all	men	unto	Himself.	He	
came	not	to	lull	the	world	to	sleep,	but	to	point	out	the	narrow	path	in	which	all	must	
travel	who	reach	at	last	the	gates	of	the	City	of	God.	His	children	must	follow	where	
He	has	led	the	way;	at	whatever	sacrifice	of	ease	or	selfish	indulgence,	at	whatever	
cost	of	labor	or	suffering,	they	must	maintain	a	constant	battle	with	self.
The	greatest	praise	that	men	can	bring	to	God	is	to	become	consecrated	channels	

through	whom	He	can	work.	Time	is	rapidly	passing	into	eternity.	Let	us	not	keep	
back	from	God	that	which	is	His	own.	Let	us	not	refuse	Him	that	which,	though	
it	cannot	be	given	with	merit,	cannot	be	denied	without	ruin.	He	asks	for	a	whole	
heart;	give	it	to	Him;	it	is	His,	both	by	creation	and	by	redemption.	He	asks	for	your	
intellect;	give	it	to	Him;	it	is	His.	He	asks	for	your	money;	give	it	to	Him;	it	is	His.	
“Ye	are	not	your	own,	for	ye	are	bought	with	a	price.”	1	Corinthians	6:19,	20.	God	
requires	the	homage	of	a	sanctified	soul,	which	has	prepared	itself,	by	the	exercise	of	
the	faith	that	works	by	love,	to	serve	Him.	He	holds	up	before	us	the	highest	ideal,	
even	perfection.	He	asks	us	to	be	absolutely	and	completely	for	Him	in	this	world	
as	He	is	for	us	in	the	presence	of	God….
	As	your	soul	yearns	after	God,	you	will	find	more	and	still	more	of	the	unsearch-

able	riches	of	His	grace.	As	you	contemplate	these	riches	you	will	come	into	posses-
sion	of	them	and	will	reveal	the	merits	of	the	Saviour’s	sacrifice,	the	protection	of	
His	righteousness,	the	fullness	of	His	wisdom,	and	His	power	to	present	you	before	
the	Father	“without	spot,	and	blameless.”	2	Peter	3:14.	–The Acts of the Apostles, pp.	
565-567.

Absolutely for Him
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The hour of pain

Today	we	frequently	hear	sad	news,	some	
of	it	heartbreaking	and	some	of	it	horrify-
ing	and	frightening;	and	this	has	become	

almost	a	daily	experience.	The	world	is	full	of	
negative	things,	and	unfortunately	the	result	is	
that	it	is	difficult	to	smile.
A	few	days	ago	I	was	privileged	to	be	with	

a	brother	who	told	me	his	experience	when	he	
was	in	prison.	For	disobeying	laws	of	his	coun-
try	that	tried	to	force	him	to	give	up	his	faith,	
he	was	 jailed	 for	 six	years.	His	 jailers	wanted	
him	to	die	and	gave	him	only	bread	and	water	
for	the	last	two	years.	Bread	and	water!	During	
the	day	he	ate	only	one	slice	of	bread	and	drank	
some	water,	nothing	else.	People	cannot	explain	
how	he	survived	during	those	years	in	prison.	
The	guards	 themselves	were	surprised.	When	
he	was	freed,	he	looked	like	a	walking	skeleton;	
but	he	was	not	overcome,	and	he	did	not	deny	

his	faith.	This	brother	is	an	active	member	and	
leader	of	several	churches.	
Where	did	 this	 brother	get	 the	 strength	 to	

bear	this	terrible	ordeal?	Humanly	speaking	it	
is	impossible	to	survive	on	only	a	slice	of	bread	
and	some	water	every	day	for	years.	But	it	was	
possible	by	the	power	of	God.	
Visiting	a	Central	American	 country,	 I	met	

a	 sister	who	 told	me	her	 experience.	She	was	
young	when	a	group	of	armed	men	entered	the	
house	where	 she	 lived	with	her	parents.	 Just	
as	the	men	entered,	she	had	gone	into	another	
room,	so	she	hid	in	a	dark	corner,	knowing	what	
was	happening	from	the	bursts	of	machine	gun	
fire	and	the	anguished	cries	of	her	family.	When	
silence	came	and	she	returned	to	the	room	where	
her	parents	were	with	 the	other	 children,	 she	
saw	 them	all	dead	on	 the	ground.	The	world	
seemed	to	have	collapsed	for	this	sister.	She	was	
alive,	but	she	wanted	to	die.	The	suffering	was	
so	acute	that	she	did	not	think	she	could	go	on	

Courage
in the Lord!

By Jose V. Giner

He	was	not	
overcome,	and	he 
did	not	deny	his	
faith.
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the	tendency	to	evil.	Job	expressed	it	this	way:	
“Who	will	bring	a	clean	thing	out	of	an	unclean?	
not	one.”	Job	14:4.
The	fall	of	our	first	parents	caused	a	change	in	

human	nature,	which	became	sinful:	“The	sin	of	
our	first	parents	brought	guilt	and	sorrow	upon	
the	world,	and	had	it	not	been	for	the	goodness	
and	mercy	of	God,	would	have	plunged	the	race	
into	hopeless	despair.”	–Patriarchs and Prophets, 
p.	61.	
The	devil	 took	 the	first	pair	 to	 the	point	of	

disobeying	God,	and	thus	death	came	into	the	
world.	“The	wages	of	sin	is	death.”	Romans	6:23.	
This	world	is	permeated	with	suffering;	evil	is	
everywhere	we	 look.	This	year	 that	 is	 almost	
over	 brought	 earthquakes,	 tornadoes,	 floods,	
fatal	accidents,	wars,	diseases,	and	many	other	
misfortunes.	Perhaps	we	did	not	suffer	all	these	
things,	but	surely	we	faced	other	problems	that	
tested	our	faith.	

Our only hope 
In	our	sinful	nature	we	cannot	naturally	obey	
God,	so	this	world	cannot	solve	its	terrible	prob-
lems	without	God.	Everyone,	from	the	greatest	
to	the	least,	from	the	most	important	institutions	
of	government	to	the	most	humble	family	in	the	
land,	needs	to	accept	the	power	and	influence	of	
the	Holy	Spirit,	and	all	the	more	as	the	end	nears.	
What	did	 the	people	 in	 the	Bible	do?	Why	

were	they	able	to	do	extraordinary	things?	What	
secret	did	they	know	to	overcome	their	problems	
and	deep	 crises?	They	 turned	 their	 attention	
from	 themselves	 and	fixed	 it	 on	God:	 “With	
men	this	is	impossible;	but	with	God	all	things	
are	possible.”	Matthew	19:26.	The	apostle	Paul	
had	this	strong	conviction:	“I	can	do	all	things	
through	Christ	which	strengtheneth	me.”	Phi-
lippians	4:13.	
Is	 our	God	not	 omnipotent?	Does	not	 this	

attribute	belong	 to	 the	Divine	 and	mean	 that	
there	is	nothing	He	cannot	do?	Our	problems–
suffering,	disease,	distress,	whatever	it	is–can	be	
faced	in	Christ;	even	our	death	has	a	solution	in	
the	resurrection.
“Finally,	my	brethren,	be	strong	in	the	Lord,	

and	in	the	power	of	His	might.”	Ephesians	6:10.	
This	text	invites	us	to	put	our	trust	in	the	Lord	

living;	but	she	was	strengthened	in	the	Lord	and	
in	the	power	of	His	might.

Human condition
And	whether	we	go	through	acute	suffering	or	
are	made	 joyful	as	a	result	of	divine	interven-
tion,	it	is	extremely	important	to	learn	to	trust	
God	and	give	Him	both	our	burdens	and	our	
gratitude.	When	men	cry	to	God	and	trust	Him,	

they	 receive	 strength,	
relief,	 comfort,	 trust,	
and	 power.	 And	 we	
need	all	these	things	in	
this	life!	
As	we	 come	 to	 the	

end	of	 the	year,	when	
many	 people	 in	 the	
world	celebrate	Christ-
mas,	 the	 question	 is:	
Do	 we	 know	what	 it	
means	that	Christ	came	
to	this	world	to	deliver	
us	 from	 the	 power	 of	
Satan?	Do	we	 under-
stand	 that	 our	 Lord	
was	 victorious	 on	 the	
cross,	crushed	the	head	
of	 the	ancient	 serpent,	
the	devil,	and	made	His	

divine	power	available	to	all	so	we	can	overcome	
the	trials	of	life	and	achieve	the	sanctification	of	
our	characters?	
The	men	and	women	whose	experiences	are	

recorded	in	the	Bible	were	no	different	from	us.	
Some	people	imagine	that	they	were	supermen	
or	superwomen,	that	 it	 is	 impossible	for	us	to	
do	as	 they	did,	because	they	were	superior	 to	
us	or	they	were	given	abilities	 that	we	do	not	
possess	and	were	somehow	trained	to	do	what	
they	did.	But	nothing	could	be	further	from	the	
truth.	If	it	were	true,	we	would	have	an	excuse	
to	disobey	God.	Everyone	down	through	history	
in	this	world	has	been	and	still	 is	born	with	a	
sinful	nature.	What	does	this	mean?	Our	natural	
tendency	is	to	do	wrong:	“Behold,	I	was	shapen	
in	iniquity;	and	in	sin	did	my	mother	conceive	
me.”	 Psalm	 51:5.	 These	words	 show	us	 that	
David	understood	 that	human	beings	 inherit	

Do	we	know	what	
it	means	that	Christ	

came	to	this	world	to	
deliver	us	from	the	

power	of	Satan?
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“Every	man	is	free	to	choose	what	power	he	
will	 have	 to	 rule	over	him.	None	have	 fallen	
so	low,	none	are	so	vile,	but	that	they	can	find	
deliverance	in	Christ….	No	cry	from	a	soul	in	
need,	though	it	fail	of	utterance	in	words,	will	
be	unheeded.	Those	who	will	consent	to	enter	
into	covenant	relation	with	the	God	of	heaven	
are	not	left	to	the	power	of	Satan	or	to	the	infir-
mity	of	 their	own	nature.	They	are	 invited	by	
the	Saviour,	‘Let	him	take	hold	of	My	strength,	
that	he	may	make	peace	with	Me;	and	he	shall	
make	peace	with	Me.’	Isaiah	27:5.”	–The Desire 
of Ages, pp.	258,	259.
Oh,	how	much	we	need	God!	The	world	tries	

to	consume	and	destroy	us	with	its	difficulties,	
pleasures,	and	terrible	temptations	and	decep-
tions;	and	we	are	so	weak!	We	need	the	power	
of	God	that	was	manifested	in	the	life	of	Christ.	
We	pray,	“Oh,	God,	help	us,	change	our	hearts,	
and	strengthen	us	 in	You!	Protect	us	 from	the	
enemy,	and	give	us	victory	over	sin!	Teach	us	
to	love	as	You	loved	and	to	depend	every	day	
on	Your	every	provision.	Protect	our	children,	
protect	Your	church,	preserve	us	from	the	leaven	
of	evil,	and	give	us	victory	over	ourselves.	Teach	
us	to	trust	completely	in	Your	word	and	leave	
all	that	we	are	concerned	about	in	Your	hands.”

Conclusion 
Finally	we	want	 to	direct	 our	 attention	once	
more	to	the	men	of	flesh	and	blood	in	the	Bible.	
We	take	the	example	of	King	Hezekiah.	He	was	
challenged	by	Sennacherib,	 the	pagan	king	of	
Assyria,	whose	objective	was	to	conquer	Jeru-
salem.	The	latter	sent	emissaries	to	present	the	
demand	that	the	king	of	Judah	and	his	people	
surrender	 to	 him.	 Sennacherib’s	words	were	
menacing	and	harsh,	ridiculing	the	faith	of	God’s	
children:	 “He	wrote	 also	 letters	 to	 rail	 on	 the	
Lord	God	of	Israel,	and	to	speak	against	Him,	
saying,	As	the	gods	of	the	nations	of	other	lands	
have	not	 delivered	 their	 people	 out	 of	mine	
hand,	so	shall	not	the	God	of	Hezekiah	deliver	
his	people	out	of	mine	hand.”	2	Chronicles	32:17.	
What	would	we	do	in	a	similar	situation?	King	

Hezekiah	sought	the	prophet	Isaiah	to	receive	the	
word	of	the	Lord,	and	the	prophet	replied:	“Thus	
saith	the	Lord,	Be	not	afraid	of	the	words	which	

and	in	His	absolute	power	to	help	us.	It	invites	us	
to	seek	a	complete	transformation	of	our	hearts,	
because,	as	already	stated,	our	sinful	nature	and	
our	tendencies	lead	us	to	evil.	God	has	the	power	
to	change	this.	
When	we	accept	Jesus	as	our	personal	Sav-

iour	and	make	a	covenant	of	love	with	Him	in	
baptism,	God	gives	us	His	power	 so	 that	we	
can	be	 sanctified.	 “The	 eternal	Godhead–the	
Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Ghost–is	involved	
in	the	action	required	to	make	assurance	to	the	
human	 agent,…	 confederating	 the	 heavenly	
powers	with	the	human	that	man	may	become,	
through	heavenly	 efficiency,	 partakers	 of	 the	
divine	nature	and	workers	together	with	Christ.”	
–The Upward Look,	p.	148.	
“But	you	must	educate	yourselves	in	accor-

dance	with	your	baptismal	vows.	When	you	took	
these	vows,	you	pledged	yourself,	in	the	name	
of	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	that	
you	would	live	unto	God,	and	you	have	no	right	
to	break	this	pledge.	The	help	of	the	three	great	
Powers	is	placed	at	your	disposal.”	–Reflecting 
Christ,	p.	178.
This	work	that	God	does	in	man	is	the	work	

of	our	 lives.	There	 is	nothing	more	noble	 that	
we	can	do.	Many	people	win	titles,	riches,	and	
honors	but	forget	to	conquer	their	sinful	hearts.	
Alexander	the	Great,	 Julius	Caesar,	Napoleon,	
Hannibal,	and	other	world	 leaders	performed			
great	military	feats	but	did	not	build	a	character	
like	that	of	Christ.	Conquering	the	world	with	
the	power	of	force	is	feasible,	but	the	transfor-
mation	of	character	is	a	work	that	is	impossible	
for	humans;	and	this	is	terrible,	because	when	
we	try	to	do	it	by	ourselves	we	are	at	the	mercy	
of	the	enemy	and	are	like	puppets	in	his	hands.	
We	have	only	one	hope:	Putting	our	 lives	 in	
God’s	hands,	our	divine	Craftsman	and	Creator	
can	mold	our	hearts	so	they	reflect	His	image.	
On	 the	other	hand,	we	also	need	 to	under-

stand	 that	we	 live	 in	 a	 hostile	 environment,	
surrounded	by	dangers	and	especially	haunted	
by	the	enemy	who	seeks	our	destruction.	1	Peter	
5:	8.	Although	we	believe	in	God,	it	is	necessary	
to	 exercise	 faith	 in	 the	 sensitive	 and	difficult	
times.	God	has	given	us	faith,	but	the	power	to	
exercise	it	is	in	our	hands.	God	will	not	do	for	
us	what	we	can	do	with	His	help.

When	we	accept	
Jesus	as	our	personal	
Saviour	and	make	a	
covenant	of	love	with	
Him	in	baptism,	God	
gives	us	His	power	
so	that	we	can	be	
sanctified.
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Christ	met	with	the	Word	of	God.	By	trusting	
in	God’s	promises,	He	received	power	to	obey	
God’s	commandments,	and	the	tempter	could	
gain	no	advantage.”	–Our Father Cares, p.	28.
This	year	is	ending,	and	a	new	one	will	soon	

begin.	 It	 is	 really	 a	miracle	 that	we	 are	 still	
alive;	 and	 it	 is	 even	a	bigger	miracle	 that	we	
still	cling	to	faith	that	inspires	and	encourages	
us,	for	the	devil	is	doing	everything	possible	to	
turn	us	away	from	God.	It	is	also	a	miracle	that	
the	door	of	mercy	is	still	open,	so	that	everyone	
who	believes	in	Jesus	will	not	perish	but	have	
everlasting	life.	John	3:16.	
Dear	brothers,	sisters,	and	friends,	whether	

we	are	involved	in	the	construction	and	build-
ing	of	our	characters	or	are	trying	to	deal	with	
complex	and	difficult	situations	in	life,	“be	strong	
in	 the	Lord,	 and	 in	 the	power	of	His	might.”	
Ephesians	6:10.	Happy	New	Year,	and	God	bless	
you! SW

thou	hast	heard,	with	which	the	servants	of	the	
king	of	Assyria	have	blasphemed	Me.”	2	Kings	
19:6.	King	Hezekiah	then	went	to	the	temple	to	
present	 to	God	 the	 letters	of	 intimidation	 that	
the	pagan	king	had	sent,	 and	he	 received	 this	
response	 from	 the	Almighty:	 “Therefore	 thus	
saith	the	Lord	concerning	the	king	of	Assyria,	He	
shall	not	come	into	this	city,	nor	shoot	an	arrow	
there,	nor	come	before	it	with	shield,	nor	cast	a	
bank	against	it.	By	the	way	that	he	came,	by	the	
same	shall	he	return,	and	shall	not	come	into	this	
city,	saith	the	Lord.”	2	Kings	19:32,	33.	How	com-
forting!	Hezekiah	was	strengthened	in	the	Lord.	
That	night	“the	angel	of	the	Lord	went	out,	

and	smote	in	the	camp	of	the	Assyrians	an	hun-
dred	fourscore	and	five	thousand:	and	when	they	
arose	early	in	the	morning,	behold,	they	were	all	
dead	 corpses.	 So	Sennacherib	king	of	Assyria	
departed,	and	went	to	Nineveh.”	2	Kings	19:35.	
Later,	when	he	was	worshiping	his	god	in	the	
temple,	his	sons	killed	him.
The	God	who	delivered	Jerusalem	is	the	same	

God	who	lives	and	reigns	today	and	wants	to	
bless	us	in	the	same	way	that	He	blessed	His	chil-
dren	in	the	past.	The	psalmist	David	acknowl-
edged	his	dependence	on	God’s	power:	“For	I	
will	not	trust	in	my	bow,	neither	shall	my	sword	
save	me.”	“In	God	we	boast	all	the	day	long,	and	
praise	Thy	name	for	ever.”	Psalm	44:6,	8.
Our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	was	the	Man	most	tested	

of	all	who	have	ever	walked	on	this	earth.	The	
devil	sought	to	destroy	Him	from	the	moment	
of	His	birth.	He	battled	against	Him	personally,	
not	even	commissioning	his	fallen	angels	to	carry	
out	his	aims	but	directed	all	his	efforts,	all	his	
infernal	wisdom,	and	all	his	experience	in	evil	
to	discourage	and	make	the	Son	of	God	to	fall	
into	sin.	What	temptation	did	he	not	use	in	his	
attacks	against	Christ?	But	he	did	not	succeed.	
Christ	 died	 on	 the	 cross	 of	Calvary	without	
having	caved	into	sin.	He	defeated	the	enemy	
of	man	by	clinging	to	the	almighty	arm	of	His	
Father	and	now	makes	His	victory	available	to	
His	children:	“These	things	I	have	spoken	unto	
you,	that	in	Me	ye	might	have	peace.	In	the	world	
ye	shall	have	tribulation:	but	be	of	good	cheer;	I	
have	overcome	the	world.”	John	16:33.	
“The	Saviour	overcame	 to	 show	man	how	

he	may	overcome.	All	the	temptations	of	Satan,	

He	defeated	the	
enemy	of	man	by	

clinging	to	the	
almighty	arm	of	

His	Father	and	now	
makes	His	victory	
available	to	His	

children.
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intended	 end.	 It	 is	 a	wonderful	discovery	 to	
learn	that	after	Moses	finally	yielded	his	future	
to	the	divine	decree	regarding	his	death,	Jesus	
soon	 afterward	 raised	 him	up;	 and	 later	 he	
joined	Him	on	the	mount	of	transfiguration2	as	
the	representative	of	all	who	down	through	the	
ages	have	died	in	faith,	hope,	and	love	in	Jesus	
Christ.3	Yes,	Moses,	Israel’s	greatest	leader	was	
barred	from	his	greatest	desire–to	enter	the	land	
promised	 to	 Israel–so	he	might	 enter	 a	better	
country,	that	is,	an	heavenly!	But	Moses	didn’t	
know	that.	God	did	not	reveal	His	intentions,	so	
at	that	point	Moses,	in	his	own	eyes,	must	have	
felt	as	if	his	life	had	failed	to	reach	its	ultimate,	
providential	appointment.	But	God	had	some-
thing	better	for	him.4

And	so	it	has	ever	been	in	the	record	of	sacred	
history.	Men	have	always	desired	to	understand	
God	and	His	plans,	but	those	plans	are	usually	
hidden	behind	the	mysterious	screen	of	time.	All	
too	often	our	human	need	for	security	compels	
us	to	try	to	look	behind	that	screen	to	find	out	
exactly	where	we	 stand	with	God	and	know	

The	end	of	many	“great”	novels	and	operas	
comes	when	 the	main	 character	 dies.	
These	worldly	 substitutes	 for	 reality	

could	 have	 taken	 their	 inspiration	 from	 the	
most	original,	first,	longest-lasting	stories	in	the	
annals	of	history–those	of	the	Bible.	For	example,	
Genesis	ends	with	the	death	of	Joseph;	the	book	
of	 Joshua,	with	 the	death	 of	 Joshua;	 and	 the	
record	of	the	life	of	Moses,	which	is	interwoven	
into	the	warp	and	woof	of	the	last	four	of	the	five	
books	of	the	Torah,	with	his	death.	Deuteronomy	
34:1,	5	reads:	“Now	Moshe	went	up	…	to	Mount	
Nevo….	So	there	died	there	Moshe,	servant	of	
YHWH,	 in	 the	 land	of	Moav,	 at	 the	 order	 of	
YHWH,”	or	literally	“at	the	mouth	of	YHWH.”1 
From	these	words	it	can	be	said	that	Moses	died	
as	 he	 lived–“at	 the	mouth	 of	YHWH.”	 This	
thought	has	also	given	 rise	 to	a	 Jewish	poetic	
tradition	 that	Moses	died	by	a	divine	kiss.	As	
Adam	began,	so	Moses	ended.	“I	am	alpha	and	
Omega….”	Oh!	What	a	God!
And	if	we	care	to	look	more	carefully	in	the	

Bible,	we	will	see	that	death	is	not	the	final	or	

Religious

Revivals
Part 1

By Larry Watts

It	means	to	accept	
the	decrees	of	the	
Almighty,	no	matter	
what	they	might	be.	
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His	rules,	for	our	own	reason–perhaps	to	bend	
them,	to	use	them,	to	feel	superior	because	we	
know	something	others	do	not,	or	to	serve	Him	
“better”	 than	others.	But	we	need	 to	 rise	 to	a	
higher	plain,	to	our	own	Mount	Nebo.	We	need	
to	learn	to	know	and	trust	the	Ruler	of	the	uni-
verse	and	His	word	as	Moses	finally	did:	He	has	
spoken;	so	be	it!	He	is	no	respecter	of	persons.	
And	there	is	one	rule	that	fits	all–rich	and	poor,	
educated	and	unlearned,	beautiful	and	homely.	
We	are	all	on	the	same	level.	We	all	must	all	die!	
But	some	may	say,	“No!	Not	all	will	die!	There	
are	 some,	who,	 like	Elijah,	will	 go	 to	heaven	
without	seeing	death.	And	we	must	strive	to	be	
among	them!”5

Yes,	we	must	 strive	with	all	we	have	 to	be	
among	them,	but	just	what	does	that	mean?	It	
means	 to	 accept	 the	decrees	of	 the	Almighty,	
no	matter	what	they	might	be.	After	all,	on	the	
cross	Jesus	declared	us	all	dead.6	It	is	not	until	
we	accept	our	true	condition	that	He	can	lift	us	
up	to	sit	with	Him	in	heavenly	places	and	also	
to	walk	with	and	witness	of	Him	here.	Oh,	“how	
can	these	things	be?”	John	3:9.	Like	a	drowning	
man,	we	struggle	and	strive.	But	it	is	only	when	
we	 stop	fighting	 the	water	and	yield	our	will	
to	the	divine	decree	that	we	can	enter	into	that	
relationship	with	Jesus	that	puts	us	in	Him	in	
heavenly	places.	That	is	when	we	are	born	from	
above–revived	from	death.	Then,	and	only	then,	
will	heavenly	things	alone	move	us.
The	choice	is	ours–either	to	be	born	once	and	

die	twice	(physically	and	eternally),	or	to	be	born	
twice	(physically	and	spiritually)	and	die	once	
(in	Him).	 Jesus	 said,	 “Whosoever	 liveth	 and	
believeth	in	Me	shall	never	die.”7	This	is	because	
those	who	are	alive	in	Christ	have	died	in	Him.	
Before	we	can	live	a	life	through	Him,	we	must	
first	come	to	life	by	Him;	that	means	we	must	
have	died	 in	Him.	This	birth	comes	when	we	
choose	to	have	faith	in	Him	as	the	resurrection	
and	the	life.8	When	we	die	“in	Him,”	physical	
death	becomes	 a	 sleep	 that	 but	waits	 for	 the	
resurrection	of	the	redeemed.
If	we	have	 accepted	 Jesus,	why	 are	we	 in	

such	 a	 backslidden	 condition?	Perhaps	 there	
are	some	readers	who	are	not	backsliders–one	
who	has	been	 closer	 to	God	 sometime	 in	 the	
past	than	he	or	she	is	right	now.	There	must	be	

some	who	are	still	riding	the	crest	of	their	first	
love,	in	which	case	it	is	vital	to	continue	in	that	
love	and	so	encourage	others	to	return	to	it	or	
find	 it;	 but	most	of	us	need	 to	be	 revived.	 In	
reality	(collectively	speaking)	“a	revival	of	true	
godliness	 among	us	 is	 the	greatest	 and	most	
urgent	of	all	our	needs.	To	seek	this	should	be	
our	first	work.”9	This	being	so,	we	need	to	ask	a	
few	important	questions:	
“What	does	it	mean	to	be	revived,	and	under	

what	circumstances	do	revivals	occur?”
In	addition,	we	might	do	well	to	understand	

“what	a	revival	is	not”!
“What	hinders	a	revival	from	happening	or	

from	continuing	once	it	has	begun?”
“What	is	the	objective	of	a	revival?”
“How	 is	 a	 revival	 begun,	 and	what	 will	

accompany	this	great	and	important	work?”
What	is	a	religious	revival?
“O	Lord,	revive	Thy	work….	In	wrath	remem-

ber	mercy.”	Habakkuk	3:2.
Revival	implies	that	someone	is	at	least	spiri-

tually	asleep,	if	not	dead	or	nearly	so;	therefore,	
he	 is	 in	 need	of	 a	 renewal	 of	 spiritual	 life–a	
resurrection	 to	 righteousness	 of	 a	mind	 and	
heart	 that	has	been	mortally	wounded	by	sin.	
Jesus	said,	“Blessed	are	they	which	do	hunger	
and	thirst	after	righteousness:	for	they	shall	be	
filled.”	Matthew	5:6.	A	few	verses	earlier,	He	said	
the	same	of	the	poor	in	spirit.
Here	Jesus	gives	us	our	best	clue.	His	listeners	

included	those	who	were	expecting	a	revival	of	
the	earthly	kingdom	of	Israel.	The	fifteen-hun-
dred-year	experiment	of	 theocracy	had	 failed,	
but	many	who	heard	Him	speak	wanted	to	try	
it	 again.	About	 seven	hundred	 years	 earlier,	
Habakkuk	had	 faced	 the	 same	problem	 and	
cried,	 “O	Lord,	 revive	Thy	work.”	Habakkuk	
3:2.	In	Jesus,	God	was	about	to	answer	that	plea.
Behind	the	cry	of	Habakkuk	is	the	long	story	

of	 one	nation’s	 roller	 coaster	 ride	with	God.	
The	people	of	Israel	were	taken	out	of	Egyptian	
slavery	to	mount	Sinai	and	then	went	down	to	
the	desert	of	despair.	Forty	years	later,	they	came	
up	from	the	miraculous	crossing	of	the	Jordan	
River	to	the	victory	of	Jericho,	only	to	go	down	
to	defeat	at	Ai.	And	so	their	history	went	over	
and	 over–deliverance,	 gratitude,	 obedience,	
prosperity,	self-reliance,	and	back	into	captivity.	

The	choice	is	ours–
either	to	be	born	once	
and	die	twice,	or	to	
be	born	twice	and	die	
once	.

When	we	die	“in	
Him,”	physical	death	
becomes	a	sleep	that	

but	waits	for	the	
resurrection	morning	

of	the	redeemed.
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Egypt	through	the	light	of	a	burning	bush,	from	
which	God	 told	Moses	 that	he	was	 to	deliver	
Israel	from	Egypt	by	a	mighty	hand	and	bring	
them	into	the	land	of	promise.	God’s	purpose	
was	to	make	them	His	lamp	to	light	the	world.	
Connected	with	 virtually	 every	 revival	 is	

a	revelation	of	 truth	and	the	reading	of	God’s	
word.	For	example,	the	revival	of	2	Kings	22	in	
the	time	of	King	Josiah	occurred	when	the	book	
of	the	Lord	was	found	and	then	read	in	the	pres-
ence	of	the	people.	Connected	with	the	revival	
and	reformation	of	Ezra	and	Nehemiah	was	also	
the	reading	of	Scripture.	Nehemiah	8.	Reading	
the	Bible,	especially	the	book	of	Romans,	drove	
the	 revival	under	 the	Protestant	Reformers	 in	
the	sixteenth	century.
The	same	can	be	can	be	said	for	the	revival	

that	happened	 two	centuries	 later,	when	 John	
Wesley	came	to	a	clearer	understanding	of	Bible	
faith.	“He	was	convinced	that	he	must	renounce	
all	 dependence	upon	his	 own	works	 for	 sal-
vation,	and	must	trust	wholly	to	the	‘Lamb	of	
God	that	taketh	away	the	sin	of	the	world.’	At	
a	meeting	of	the	Moravian	society	in	London,	a	
statement	was	read	from	Luther,	describing	the	
change	which	 the	Spirit	 of	God	works	 in	 the	
heart	of	 the	believer.	As	Wesley	 listened,	 faith	
was	kindled	in	his	soul.	‘I	felt	my	heart	strangely	
warmed,’	he	 says.	 ‘I	 felt	 I	did	 trust	 in	Christ,	
Christ	alone,	for	salvation;	and	
an	assurance	was	given	me	that	
He	had	 taken	 away	my	 sins,	
even	mine,	and	saved	me	from	
the	law	of	sin	and	death.’	“	–The 
Great Controversy,	p.	255.
We	must	conclude,	then,	that	

a	 revival	 occurs	when	God’s	
word	 is	 exalted	 and	 searched	
for	 greater	 understanding.	 If	
we	believe	that	what	we	have	is	
all	there	is,	there	will	never	be	
a	revival.	Only	as	we	long	for	
deeper	understanding,	hunger-
ing	and	thirsting	for	righteous-
ness,	 can	a	 revival	 take	place.	
The	Bible	calls	this	experience	
“streams	in	the	desert.”	Isaiah	
35:6;	41:18;	(see	also	Testimonies 
for the Church, vol.	8,	p.	39).

It	was	near	 the	 end	of	 their	 last	 vestige	of	
national	independence	that	Habakkuk	lived	in	
about	B.C.	630.	He	knew	what	we	should	also	
know,	 that	prosperity	 is	 the	sure	 result	of	 fol-
lowing	moral	principles	and	that	God	and	His	
blessings	disappear	when	His	people	abandon	
righteousness.	But	too	often	prosperity	leads	to	
self-reliance,	pride,	and	compromise;	and	from	
there	it	is	only	a	few	steps	to	apostasy,	separation	
from	God,	and	trouble.
In	Habakkuk’s	 day,	 that	meant	 that	 some	

other	nation	would	make	war	and	invade	their	
land,	kill	or	carry	away	some	of	the	people,	and	
then	put	Israel	under	tribute.	When	the	prophet	
pleaded,	“Lord,	revive	Thy	work,”	he	could	see	
what	was	coming.	He	fully	believed	that	if	God’s	
people	would	humble	themselves	and	pray,	as	
their	fathers	had,	God	would	again	deliver	them.	
But	Habakkuk	also	knew	 that	 for	 the	people	
to	 seek	 the	Lord,	 something	had	 to	 get	 their	
attention–a	 chastening,	 a	discipline.	Therefore	
he	also	cried,	“In	wrath	remember	mercy.”	Do	
not	utterly	leave	us	to	ourselves,	but	cause	us	
to	seek	Your	 face	and	come	again	under	Your	
approbation.
A	revival	thus	means	that	Christians	are	in	a	

backslidden	state	and	need,	again,	to	be	brought	
to	repentance.	Faith	must	be	renewed	and	come	
to	a	higher	level	than	ever	before,	and	the	world	
and	sin	in	the	life	must	be	broken.	When	this	
happens,	a	reformation	in	life	style	and	prior-
ities	will	also	be	seen	in	the	lives	of	those	who	
are	revived.

Under what circumstances 
does a revival occur?
It	 is	unfortunate	 that	 few	heeded	Habakkuk’s	
call.	The	nation	of	 Judah	was	 in	 such	a	back-
slidden	state	that	God	had	to	send	them	to	Bab-
ylon	before	He	could	rescue	them.	In	previous	
generations,	 there	were	 similar	 calls,	 and	 the	
people	had	turned	back	to	God.	It	is	helpful	for	
us	to	understand	the	circumstances	that	led	to	
those	revivals.	
For	example,	at	the	beginning	of	their	nation-

hood,	when	they	were	yet	without	form	and	void	
of	order	and	law	as	a	nation,	God’s	Spirit	began	
to	move	 to	 separate	 the	Hebrew	people	 from	

	It	is	a	necessity,	not	
a	luxury,	because	
without	revival	there	
is	no	life.
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What a revival is not
A	revival	is	not	a	miracle	but	the	result	of	the	
right	use	of	available	means.	God	has	given	us	
clear	examples	and	instruction	regarding	what	
means	may	 produce	 a	 revival,	 but	 all	 these	
things	and	more	will	not	produce	even	one	step	
in	that	direction	without	His	blessing.	As	it	is	in	
the	natural	world,	so	it	is	in	the	spiritual	world:	
The	farmer	sows,	but	it	is	God	who	makes	things	
grow.	 If	 the	 farmer	never	sows,	how	can	God	
give	the	increase?	Zero	times	anything	is	zero.	
A	revival,	then,	is	the	harvest	of	the	operations	
of	God	working	with	man’s	efforts.	It	is	not	God	
working	against	nature	or	 a	miracle,	nor	 is	 it	
something	man	can	produce	without	God,	as	if	
it	were	the	product	of	human	merit.
Furthermore,	revival	is	not	a	luxury	or	some-

thing	produced	by	excess.	Nature	itself	teaches	
that	the	most	useful	and	important	things	of	life	
are	usually	easily	and	surely	obtained	by	simply	
using	readily	available,	appropriate	means.	Just	
as	grass	grows	in	fertile	soil	that	is	warmed	by	
the	sun	and	watered,	so	it	is	with	revival.	It	will	
happen	if	we	come	fully	under	God’s	leading.	
Thus	it	is	a	necessity,	not	a	luxury,	because	with-
out	revival	there	is	no	life.	
At	this	point,	it	must	also	be	said	that	revival	

is	not	 brokenness,	 although	brokenness	 is	 an	
indispensable	 step	 toward	 it.	Without	prayer	
and	deep	repentance,	there	will	be	no	revival;	
but	these	are	only	the	beginning.	

Twenty-two things that hinder revival
A	revival	will	not	happen	when	Christians	think	
that	the	best	method	to	promote	one	is	by	uni-
form	measures.	The	ungodly	will	not	be	gathered	
nor	will	the	sleeping	be	awakened	without	any	
urging.	The	church	is	God’s	instrumentality	for	
the	 salvation	of	 souls,	 and	Christians	 are	 the	
instruments	He	has	chosen	to	use	in	this	great	
work.	As	hearts	yield	voluntarily,	the	Spirit	of	
God	can	proceed	with	a	revival	 to	arouse	His	
people	from	sleep	and	sin.

Revival will go nowhere if:
•	 Christians	believe	 that	people	 are	going	 to	
stop	yielding	to	the	leading	of	God.	(Nothing	
is	more	successful	at	derailing	a	revival	than	

for	 church	members	 to	predict	 that	 it	will	
stop.)

•	 Christians	 become	 mechanical	 in	 their	
attempts	to	promote	it.

•	 Christians	believe	that	formality	is	religion.
•	 Christians	get	the	idea	that	the	work	will	go	
on	without	their	aid.

•	 Christians	 think	 that	 without	 them	 God	
cannot	work.

•	 The	church	prefers	 to	attend	 to	 selfish	con-
cerns	rather	than	to	God’s	business.

•	 Christians	 become	 proud	 of	 their	 “great	
revival”	and	measure	 themselves	by	 them-
selves.

•	 The	 church	grows	weary	 of	well	 doing	or	
exhausted	by	labor.

•	 The	church	starts	to	speculate	about	abstract	
and	uncertain	doctrines	 that	 have	 little	 or	
nothing	to	do	with	salvation.

•	 Workers	proselytize	rather	than	preach	Jesus	
and	Him	crucified.

•	 Church	members	 are	not	 faithful	 in	giving	
back	to	the	Lord	according	to	the	benefits	they	
have	received.

•	 The	church	grieves	away	the	Holy	Spirit	by	
such	things	as	an	independent	spirit,	taking	
credit	for	good	works,	or	believing	that	things	
happen	by	chance.

•	 Christians	become	cold	and	lose	the	spirit	of	
brotherly	love.

•	 Christians	 speak	evil	of	others	and	become	
censorious.

•	 Christians	refuse	to	be	reconverted	daily	and	
reconciled	to	their	brethren.

•	 Christians	do	not	practice	self-denial.
•	 The	 “old	 school”	 continues	 to	 oppose	 the	
“new	school”	until	the	“new	school”	gets	a	
bad	spirit	about	such	opposition.

•	 Christians	are	diverted	from	loving	obedience	
by	persecution	or	hope	of	worldly	gain.

•	 Health	practices	are	considered	nonessential	
to	the	gospel	message.

•	 Human	rights	are	minimized.
•	 The	claims	of	missions	are	lightly	regarded	or	
denied.

•	 The	 education	 of	 children	 and	 youth	 is	
neglected.
The	 above	are	 some	of	 the	 things	 that	 can	

cause	a	revival	to	cease,	sometimes	before	it	can	

A	revival	is	the	
harvest	of	the	

operations	of	God	
working	with	man’s	

efforts.	
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power,	 expect	power,	 and	 receive	power,	 that	
they	may	grow	up	into	the	full	stature	of	men	
and	women	in	Christ	Jesus.”12 SW
__________
	 1 The Schocken Bible,	vol.	1,	p.	1013,	by	Everett	Fox,	©	1983,	
1995.

 2	 Romans	5:14;	Jude	9;	Matthew	16:28;	17:3.
	 3	 “Moses	upon	the	mount	of	transfiguration	was	a	witness	to	
Christ’s	victory	over	sin	and	death.	He	represented	those	
who	shall	come	forth	from	the	grave	at	the	resurrection	of	
the	just.	Elijah,	who	had	been	translated	to	heaven	without	
seeing	death,	represented	those	who	will	be	living	upon	
the	 earth	 at	Christ’s	 second	 coming,	 and	who	will	 be	
‘changed,	in	a	moment,	in	the	twinkling	of	an	eye,	at	the	
last	trump;’	when	‘this	mortal	must	put	on	immortality,’	
and	‘this	corruptible	must	put	on	incorruption.’	1	Corin-
thians	15:51-53.”	–The Desire of Ages, pp.	421,	422.

	 4	 God’s	purpose	in	Moses’	being	the	representative	of	the	
great	multitude	was	hid	from	his	eyes.	It	is	true	that,	if	
he	had	not	struck	the	rock	the	second	time,	he	would	not	
have	died	before	 leading	 the	people	 into	 the	promised	
land.	Had	he	not	failed	at	the	rock	of	offense,	he	would	
have	led	the	people	into	the	promised	land	and	then	been	
translated	to	heaven	without	seeing	death.	But	because	
he	lost	his	patience	with	rebellious	Israel,	that	privilege	
was	left	to	another–Elijah.

 5	 “Let	us	strive	with	all	the	power	that	God	has	given	us	to	
be	among	the	hundred	and	forty-four	thousand.”	–(Review 
and Herald, March	 9,	 1905)	Seventh-day Adventist Bible 
Commentary, vol.	7,	p.	970.

 6	 Romans	5:15;	2	Corinthians	5:14;	Galatians	2:20;	Colossians	
3:3;	etc.

	 7	 When	we	come	into	Christ,	physical	death	is	only	a	sleep.	
See	John	11:26;	1	Thessalonians	4:16-18,	etc.

 8 John	3:16,	18,	36;	etc.
 9 “A	 revival	 of	 true	godliness	 among	us	 is	 the	 greatest	
and	most	urgent	of	all	our	needs.	To	seek	this	should	be	
our	first	work.	There	must	be	earnest	effort	to	obtain	the	
blessing	of	 the	Lord,	not	because	God	 is	not	willing	 to	
bestow	His	blessing	upon	us,	but	because	we	are	unpre-
pared	to	receive	it.	Our	Heavenly	Father	is	more	willing	
to	give	His	Holy	Spirit	 to	 them	that	ask	Him,	 than	are	
earthly	parents	to	give	good	gifts	to	their	children.	But	it	
is	our	work,	by	confession,	humiliation,	repentance,	and	
earnest	prayer,	to	fulfill	the	conditions	upon	which	God	
has	promised	to	grant	us	His	blessing.	A	revival	need	be	
expected	only	in	answer	to	prayer.	While	the	people	are	
so	destitute	of	God’s	Holy	Spirit,	they	cannot	appreciate	
the	preaching	of	the	word;	but	when	the	Spirit’s	power	
touches	their	hearts,	then	the	discourses	given	will	not	be	
without	effect.	Guided	by	the	teachings	of	God’s	word,	
with	 the	manifestation	of	His	 Spirit,	 in	 the	 exercise	of	
sound	discretion,	 those	who	attend	our	meetings	will	
gain	a	precious	experience,	and	returning	home	will	be	
prepared	 to	 exert	 a	healthful	 influence.”	 –(Review and 
Herald, March	22,	1887)	Selected Messages, book	1,	p.	121.

10 The Great Controversy,	p.	588.
11 Testimonies for the Church,	vol.	8,	p.	184.
12 Review and Herald,	May	17,	1906.

even	start.	 It	 is	critically	 important	 to	address	
and	correct	such	things	immediately.	There	are	
almost	an	 infinite	number	of	keys	 to	hell,	but	
only	 one	 key	 to	 heaven–complete	 surrender,	
living	faith,	joy	in	doing	the	revealed	will	of	God.

What is the objective of revival?
The	objective	of	a	revival	is	not	to	have	a	revival.	
Rather,	the	objective	is	to	help	those	who	profess	
the	name	of	Christ	to	be	better	able	to	reveal	Him	
to	the	world.	That	is	the	natural	result	of	genuine	
conversion.	And	we	must	use	the	word	“genu-
ine,”	because	“Satan	himself	is	converted,	after	
the	modern	order	of	things.”10	And	the	reason	
why	there	are	so	many	troubles	in	the	church	is	
because	many	come	into	the	church	(and	there	
may	be	many	in	the	church	already)	who	have	
never	been	truly	converted.	
“Many	make	 a	 superficial	 change	 in	 their	

habits	and	practices,	and	then	suppose	that	they	
are	Christians.	They	are	 received	 into	 church	
fellowship;	but	 they	are	a	great	 trouble	and	a	
great	 care.	 Through	 them,	 Satan	 tries	 to	 sow	
in	the	church	the	seeds	of	jealousy,	dishonesty,	
criticism,	and	accusing.	Thus	he	tries	to	corrupt	
the	other	members	of	the	church.”11

How does a revival begin?
A	spiritual	 revival	 takes	place	when	 there	 is	
deep	repentance	and	confession	of	sin	and	God’s	
people	allow	the	Holy	Spirit	to	do	a	thorough	
work	 of	 removing	 all	 selfishness,	 reading	 of	
motives,	and	worldliness	from	their	hearts.
“The	Lord	presents	before	His	finite	creatures	

no	impossibilities.	Our	Heavenly	Father	claims	
not	at	our	hands	that	which	we	cannot	perform.	
He	desires	His	people	to	labor	earnestly	to	carry	
out	His	purpose	for	them.	They	are	to	pray	for	

The	objective	of	a	
revival	is	not	to	have	
a	revival.	Rather,	the	
objective	is	to	help	
those	who	profess	the	
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abstain	from	violence.	The	Messiah	would	not	
use	force	to	convince	others	to	adopt	His	teach-
ings	and	peaceful	lifestyle.

Military drills in Switzerland
While	Sister	Ellen	G.	White	was	in	Switzerland	
from	1885	to	1887,	she	wrote	a	letter	from	Basel,	
dated	September	2,	1886.	In	that	letter	she	makes	
a	passing	statement	about	three	young	men	who	
worked	in	the	Adventist	publishing	house	and	
had	received	orders	to	participate	in	a	military	
drill.	
“We	have	 just	 said	 farewell	 to	 three	of	our	

responsible	men	 in	 the	office	who	were	 sum-
moned	by	 the	government	 to	 serve	 for	 three	
weeks	of	drill.	It	was	a	very	important	stage	of	
our	work	in	the	publishing	house,	but	the	gov-
ernment	calls	do	not	accommodate	themselves	
to	our	convenience.	They	demand	 that	young	
men	whom	they	have	accepted	as	soldiers	shall	

Do violence to no man

As	John	the	Baptist’s	ministry	expanded	
and	 his	 fame	 spread	 abroad,	many	
came	to	hear	him	and	to	be	baptized.	

The	Spirit	of	God	was	working	on	 the	hearts	
of	 both	 Jews	 and	Gentiles.	He	was	 announc-
ing	the	imminent	coming	of	the	long-awaited	
Messiah.	 It	was	 John’s	mission	 to	“restore	all	
things.”	Matthew	17:11.	Among	the	doctrines	
and	godly	conduct	to	be	restored	was	pacifism–
nonviolence.
Roman	soldiers	came	to	John	and	inquired:	

“What	shall	we	do?”	They	had	already	enlisted	
under	the	banner	of	Rome.	They	wore	the	uni-
form	of	the	empire,	bore	arms,	and	were	trained	
to	use	them.	Now	these	soldiers	were	hearing	
a	new	message,	 a	message	of	peace.	 John	 the	
Baptist	advised	the	soldiers	to	“do	violence	to	
no	man.”	Luke	3:14.	If	they	truly	wanted	to	be	
part	of	the	Messiah’s	new	kingdom,	they	would	

“And the soldiers 
likewise demanded of 

him, saying, And what 
shall we do? And he 
said unto them, Do 
violence to no man, 
neither accuse any 

falsely; and be content 
with your wages.” Luke 

3:14.
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The	 statement	 should	 not	 be	 used	 to	 jus-
tify	voluntary	enlistment	 in	 the	armed	 forces,	
because	 these	men	did	not	go	 to	 the	military	
drill	“from	choice,	but	because	the	laws	of	their	
nation	required	this.”	Today	in	the	United	States	
there	are	6,000	to	8,000	Adventist	combatant	sol-
diers	in	the	armed	forces.3	The	U.S.A.	does	not	
presently	have	a	military	draft.	It	offers	noncom-
batant	options	and	even	honors	conscientious	
objectors	who	carry	out	civil	service.	However,	
American	Adventist	young	people	still	enlist	as	
combatants.
The	above	statement	was	also	not	a	published	

work	of	Sister	White.	She	never	included	it	 in	
any	of	her	publications,	but	it	was	included	in	
Selected Messages when	it	was	compiled	decades	
after	her	death.	Taken	at	 face	value,	 this	 is	no	
endorsement	of	military	service	for	all	youth	in	
all	countries.
Ellen	G.	White’s	grandson,	Arthur	L.	White,	

referring	 to	 the	 statement	 in	a	 letter	 to	Pastor	

not	neglect	 the	 exercise	and	drill	 essential	 for	
soldier	service.	We	were	glad	to	see	that	these	
men	with	their	regimentals	had	tokens	of	honor	
for	faithfulness	in	their	work.	They	were	trust-
worthy	young	men.	
“These	did	not	go	from	choice,	but	because	

the	laws	of	their	nation	required	this.	We	gave	
them	a	word	of	encouragement	to	be	found	true	
soldiers	of	the	cross	of	Christ.	Our	prayers	will	
follow	these	young	men,	that	the	angels	of	God	
may	go	with	them	and	guard	them	from	every	
temptation.”1

These	 three	young	men	were	 “responsible	
men	in	the	office.”	They	had	already	participated	
in	prior	military	drills	as	“soldiers”	because	of	
a	Swiss	draft	law.	These	“men	with	their	regi-
mentals	had	[been	awarded]	tokens	of	honor	for	
faithfulness	 in	 their	work.”	They	had	“earned	
medals	as	marksmen,”	according	to	Peter	Brock.2 
The	drill	they	were	to	attend	was	“essential	for	
soldier	service.”

The Swiss Draft 
and the Adventist Flight in the 1880s

By Idel Suarez, Jr.

HistorY
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the	following	question–Should	we	bear	arms,	or	
serve	in	the	army?	And	if	so,	is	it	lawful	to	serve	
on	the	Sabbath?
“With	reference	to	this,	it	was	moved	that	the	

Executive	Committee	 of	 the	Council	 prepare	
a	 circular	 treating	upon	 this	 subject,	 offering	
suggestions	 in	 regard	 to	 it	 for	 the	 instruction	
of	our	brethren.	From	 the	 ensuing	discussion	
it	appeared	that	military	service	is	compulsory	
in	Switzerland,	Germany,	France,	and	Italy.	The	
length	of	service	required	varies	in	the	different	
countries,	but	the	service	is	such	that	it	is	very	
difficult	 to	 keep	 the	 Sabbath.	 In	 Switzerland	
Sabbath-keepers	have	the	choice	of	joining	the	
sanitary	corps,	in	which	a	person	is	exempt	from	
bearing	arms;	but	the	duties	to	be	performed	on	
the	Sabbath	are	not	such	as	are	proper	for	God’s	
holy	day.”5

Being	 in	 the	office,	 these	 three	young	men	
may	have	been	advised	 to	 request	 an	exemp-
tion	“from	bearing	arms,”	and	from	performing	
duties	“on	the	Sabbath”	as	good	soldiers	of	the	
cross	of	Jesus.	Both	the	“bearing	of	arms”	and	
“Sabbath”	observance	were	being	analyzed	and	
debated	in	the	Executive	Committee	of	the	Euro-
pean	Council.
George	R.	Knight	provides	further	insight	on	

some	other	developments	in	the	Swiss	conscrip-
tion	in	1885	and	1886.	William	C.	White,	Sister	
White’s	son,	who	was	a	pastor	and	physician,	
“encouraged	 another	worker	 in	 the	printing	
office	to	immigrate	to	America	‘for	the	double	
purpose	of	escaping	three	years’	service	in	the	
German	 army,	 and	 to	 fit	 himself	 for,	 and	 to	
engage	in	the	missionary	work.’”6

Sister	White	even	wrote	a	subsequent	letter	
to	“G.I.	Butler	and	S.N.	Haskell”	in	December	
1886,	encouraging	them	to	assist	the	young	man	
in	the	publishing	house	to	immigrate	to	America	
and	avoid	“the	compulsory	military	draft.”	She	
added,	 “it	 is	 right	 [that]	we	 should	use	every	
power	we	can	to	avert	the	pressure	that	is	being	
brought	to	bear	upon	our	people.”7

Brock	presents	evidence	that	Adventists	were	
emigrating	 from	Switzerland	and	other	Euro-
pean	countries	to	avoid	the	military	draft	in	their	
countries.	Some	Adventist	youth	were	even	suf-
fering	because	of	their	pacifist	positions	in	those	
European	countries	with	military	conscription.	

G.	 Tobler,	who	 lived	 in	Zurich,	 Switzerland,	
declares:	“We	have	a	reference	to	the	fact	 that	
some	of	our	men	were	called	to	military	service	
in	Switzerland,	serving	their	two	[sic]	weeks	of	
drill.	Undoubtedly	you	have	 a	 copy	of	 Sister	
White’s	reference	to	this.	It	was	…	1886.	But	she	
makes	no	comment	as	to	the	rightness	or	wrong-
ness	of	the	matter.	She	merely	recognizes	that	the	
government	called	the	men,	and	the	men	must	
respond	to	the	government	calls.”4

Thus,	 her	 grandson,	who	was	 secretary	of	
the	White	Estate	at	the	time,	concedes	that	her	
comment	does	not	 address	 the	 “rightness	 or	
wrongness	of	the	matter.”	The	statement	actually	
raises	more	questions	than	it	answers.	How	often	
were	 these	drills?	Were	these	soldiers	advised	
to	change	their	actions	in	this	connection	after	
meeting	Sister	White?
She	did	give	“them	a	word	of	encouragement	

to	be	found	true	soldiers	of	the	cross	of	Christ.”	
She	mentioned	explicitly	that	they	should	guard	
themselves	 from	 “every	 temptation.”	What	
would	 those	 temptations	be?	Could	 it	be	 that	
they	were	to	refuse	to	bear	arms	after	learning	
that	the	soldiers	of	the	cross	do	not	train	with	
“carnal	weapons”?	The	apostle	Paul	wrote	to	the	
Corinthians	about	nonviolence.	“For	though	we	
walk	in	the	flesh,	we	do	not	war	after	the	flesh:	
(For	the	weapons	of	our	warfare	are	not	carnal,	
but	mighty	through	God	to	the	pulling	down	of	

strong	holds).”	“If	any	man	trust	
to	himself	that	he	is	Christ’s,	let	
him	of	himself	think	this	again,	
that,	 as	 he	 is	Christ’s,	 even	 so	
are	we	Christ’s.”	 1	Corinthians	
10:3,	4,	7.

The larger context of the 
Swiss military drill
In	the	above	quoted	letter,	Arthur	
L.	White	mentions	a	church	reso-
lution	made	in	Basel	a	few	months	
before	Sister	White	penned	her	
statement	about	the	military	drill.	
The	 resolution	was	 even	 pub-
lished	in	the	Review and Herald	on	
November	3,	1885.	“The	Commit-
tee	on	Resolutions	 then	offered	
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avoid	 violating	 their	 consciences	 by	 bearing	
arms	and	desecrating	the	Sabbath.	This	recom-
mendation	was	based	on	 the	gospel.	Did	not	
Jesus	explicitly	and	repeatedly	say	to	flee	when	
one	is	persecuted	for	the	faith?	
“But	when	they	persecute	you	in	this	city,	flee	

ye	into	another:	for	verily	I	say	unto	you,	Ye	shall	
not	have	gone	over	the	cities	of	Israel,	till	the	Son	
of	man	be	come.”	Matthew	10:23.
“But	when	ye	 shall	 see	 the	abomination	of	

desolation,	 spoken	of	 by	Daniel	 the	prophet,	
standing	where	it	ought	not,	(let	him	that	readeth	
understand,)	then	let	them	that	be	in	Judaea	flee	
to	the	mountains.”	“	And	pray	ye	that	your	flight	
be	not	in	the	winter.”	Mark	13:14,	18.
Jesus	was	 explaining	 that	 throughout	 the	

Christian	 era	His	 Sabbath-keeping	 believers	
would	have	to	flee	so	as	to	avoid	compromising	
with	worldly	governments	and	desecrating	the	
holy	day	of	God’s	law.	They	would	also	have	to	
flee	to	avoid	military	service	or	engaging	in	war.

The early Christian flight to Pella
The	 Lord	 specifically	 stated	 that	 when	 the	
Roman	armies,	known	in	the	book	of	Daniel	as	
the	“abomination	of	desolation”	(“transgression	
of	desolation”),	 came	on	 the	 scene	 to	besiege	
Jerusalem,	His	 followers	were	not	 to	 join	 the	
Roman	army	or	join	the	Jewish	military	to	fight	
with	 carnal	weapons.	What	were	 they	 to	do?	
They	were	to	“flee.”
Sister	White	wrote	that	not	one	Christian	per-

ished	in	the	Roman	siege.	Not	one	early	Christian	
took	up	arms	to	fight	with	or	against	the	Jews,	
with	or	against	the	Romans.	Like	harts	or	roes,	
they	fled	 from	 temptation	and	 the	 shadow	of	
death	to	a	neighboring	town	on	the	other	side	
of	the	Jordan–to	the	city	of	Pella.	Song	of	Solo-
mon	2:17.
“When	 the	 idolatrous	 standards	 of	 the	

Romans	should	be	set	up	 in	 the	holy	ground,	
which	extended	some	furlongs	outside	the	city	
walls,	then	the	followers	of	Christ	were	to	find	
safety	in	flight.	When	the	warning	sign	should	
be	 seen,	 those	who	would	escape	must	make	
no	delay.	Throughout	the	land	of	Judea,	as	well	
as	in	Jerusalem	itself,	the	signal	for	flight	must	
be	immediately	obeyed.	He	who	chanced	to	be	

He	cites	an	encounter	between	Henry	Stanley	
Newman	and	Adventists	fleeing	from	Switzer-
land	to	avoid	the	military	drill.
“The	encounter,	while	crossing	the	Atlantic,	

of	Henry	Stanley	Newman,	a	prominent	English	
evangelical	Friend	and	enthusiast	 for	Quaker	
home	missions,	with	 a	group	of	 Seventh-day	
Adventists,	who	were	his	 fellow	passengers.	
Most	of	them	came	from	Norway,	but	a	few	orig-
inated	from	Switzerland.	According	to	a	report	
in	 a	 contemporary	 peace	 journal,	 they	 ‘hold	
strongly	that	Christians	must	not	fight….	[They]	
emigrate	 from	 their	 native	 country	partly	 to	
avoid	conscription.	They	related	to	Mr.	Newman	
many	 interesting	particulars	 of	 the	 suffering	
of	 some	of	 their	young	men,	 for	 their	fidelity	
to	Peace	principles.’”	 –The Messiah’s Kingdom 
(London)	1,	no.	8	(August	1889),	p.	90.8

It	 seems	 that	when	Adventists	had	already	
enlisted	as	 soldiers,	 they	were	advised	as	 the	
soldiers	in	John	the	Baptist’s	day	to	“do	no	vio-
lence.”	They	were	admonished	to	abstain	from	
performing	military	duties	on	the	Sabbath;	and	
if	a	war	were	to	break	out,	they	were	not	to	shed	
human	blood.	
Sister	White	 stated	 that	 it	was	not	possible	

for	Christians	 to	participate	 in	war,	 in	which	
beast-like	nations	used	“brute	force	to	compel	
the	 conscience.”	Adventists,	 as	 true	 followers	
of	 the	 lamblike	 Jesus,	were	 to	promote	peace	
and	nonviolence.	 They	were	 to	 abstain	 from	
“dominion	by	war.”
“So	it	is	with	the	kingdom	of	Christ.	It	is	a	new	

creation.	Its	principles	of	development	are	the	
opposite	of	those	that	rule	the	kingdoms	of	this	
world.	Earthly	governments	prevail	by	physical	
force;	they	maintain	their	dominion	by	war;	but	
the	founder	of	the	new	kingdom	is	the	Prince	of	
Peace.	The	Holy	Spirit	represents	worldly	king-
doms	under	the	symbol	of	fierce	beasts	of	prey;	
but	Christ	 is	 ‘the	Lamb	of	God,	which	 taketh	
away	the	sin	of	the	world.’	John	1:29.	In	His	plan	
of	government	there	is	no	employment	of	brute	
force	to	compel	the	conscience.”9

Furthermore,	after	 learning	of	 the	suffering	
experienced	during	 the	military	drills	 by	 the	
Adventist	 youth	who	 stood	firm	 in	objecting	
to	training	with	weapons	and	doing	so	on	the	
Sabbath,	Adventists	advised	draftees	to	flee	and	
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Like	the	Christians	of	the	first	century,	today’s	
remnant	is	to	flee,	not	to	compromise	with	sin,	
the	world,	or	 the	military.	God	will	provide	a	
place	like	Pella	for	those	who	seek	to	abide	by	
His	message	 of	 nonviolence.	 That	place	was	
beyond	the	Jordan	in	 the	 land	of	Perea	where	
John	the	Baptist	preached	the	message	of	resto-
ration	and	peace.
The	Reform	Movement,	tracing	its	roots	back	

before	the	Great	War,	has	always	maintained	the	
original	position	of	the	Seventh-day	Adventist	
pioneers:	pacifism,	nonviolence,	nonresistance,	
and	 conscientious	 objection	 to	 bearing	 arms,	
engaging	in	war,	and	desecrating	the	Sabbath.	
Its	members	do	not	participate	in	military	drills	
using	weapons	but	choose	civil	service	instead.	
They	do	not	train	to	do	violence.	Like	John	the	
Baptist,	a	forerunner	of	the	last-day	Reformers,12 
they,	too,	share	the	message,	“Do	violence	to	no	
man.” SW
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upon	the	housetop	must	not	go	down	into	his	
house,	even	to	save	his	most	valued	treasures.	
Those	who	were	working	in	the	fields	or	vine-
yards	must	not	take	time	to	return	for	the	outer	
garment	laid	aside	while	they	should	be	toiling	
in	 the	heat	of	 the	day.	They	must	not	hesitate	
a	moment,	lest	they	be	involved	in	the	general	
destruction….
“Not	one	Christian	perished	in	the	destruc-

tion	of	 Jerusalem.	Christ	had	given	His	disci-
ples	warning,	and	all	who	believed	His	words	
watched	 for	 the	 promised	 sign….	After	 the	
Romans	under	Cestius	had	surrounded	the	city,	
they	unexpectedly	abandoned	 the	siege	when	
everything	seemed	favorable	for	an	immediate	
attack.	 The	 besieged,	 despairing	 of	 success-
ful	 resistance,	were	on	 the	point	of	 surrender,	
when	the	Roman	general	withdrew	his	forces,	
without	 the	 least	 apparent	 reason.	But	God’s	
merciful	providence	was	directing	 events	 for	
the	good	of	His	own	people.	The	promised	sign	
had	been	given	to	the	waiting	Christians,	and	
now	an	opportunity	was	afforded	 for	all	who	
would	 to	obey	 the	Saviour’s	warning.	Events	
were	so	overruled	that	neither	Jews	nor	Romans	
should	hinder	the	flight	of	the	Christians.	Upon	
the	 retreat	of	Cestius,	 the	 Jews,	 sallying	 from	
Jerusalem,	pursued	after	his	retiring	army,	and	
while	both	forces	were	thus	fully	engaged,	the	
Christians	had	an	opportunity	to	leave	the	city.	
At	this	time	the	country	also	had	been	cleared	
of	enemies	who	might	have	endeavored	to	inter-
cept	 them.	At	 the	 time	of	 the	 siege,	 the	 Jews	
were	assembled	at	Jerusalem	to	keep	the	Feast	
of	Tabernacles,	and	thus	the	Christians	through-
out	 the	 land	were	 able	 to	make	 their	 escape	
unmolested.	Without	delay	they	fled	to	a	place	
of	safety–the	city	of	Pella,	in	the	land	of	Perea,	
beyond	Jordan.10

Those	early	Christians	did	what	Jesus	said	to	
do.	They	prayed	that	their	flight	might	not	be	on	
the	Sabbath	or	in	the	winter.	They	did	not	fight	
but	chose	to	flee.	This	was	during	the	seventh	
month,	Tishri,	or	our	common	September,	which	
was	not	in	the	winter.	The	Christian	flight	was	
not	during	the	cold	and	rainy	season	of	Decem-
ber	to	February	when	the	roads	became	muddy	
and	travel	was	difficult.11	And	their	escape	was	
also	not	on	the	Sabbath.

“God’s	merciful	
providence	was	

directing	events	for	
the	good	of	His	own	
people.	The	promised	
sign	had	been	given	

to	the	waiting	
Christians,	and	now	
an	opportunity	was	
afforded	for	all	who	
would	to	obey	the	

Saviour’s	warning.”
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company	in	the	narrow	pathway.	As	we	heard	
the	 sounds	of	mirth	 and	 revelry	 that	 seemed	
to	come	from	the	abyss	below,	we	shuddered.	
We	heard	the	profane	oath,	the	vulgar	jest,	and	
low,	vile	songs.	We	heard	the	war	song	and	the	
dance	song.	We	heard	instrumental	music,	and	
loud	laughter,	mingled	with	cursing	and	cries	
of	anguish	and	bitter	wailing,	and	were	more	
anxious	 than	 ever	 to	 keep	upon	 the	 narrow,	
difficult	pathway.”
To	every	sincere	Adventist	who	has	read	the	

foregoing	documentation	with	interest	and	with-
out	prejudice,	it	will	not	be	difficult	to	determine	
whether	 the	Adventist	Church	 is	still	walking	
on	this	primitive	path.	On	that	way,	high	above	
the	world,	the	war	song	and	the	dance	song	are	
unknown,	for	they	come	from	the	abyss,	from	
where	 also	 the	popular	music,	 loud	 laughter,	
and	cries	of	anguish	from	the	wounded	come.
According	to	the	word	of	the	Saviour	(Mat-

thew	7:13,	14)	there	are	only	two	ways,	and	only	
one	of	them	leads	to	eternal	life.	Therefore,	we	
are	 compelled	 to	draw	your	 attention	 to	 the	
departure	from	the	original	path	by	those	who	
were	and	are	responsible.	The	Lord	says,	“Cry	
aloud,	spare	not,	life	up	thy	voice	like	a	trumpet,	
and	show	My	people	their	transgression,	and	the	

Dear	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 of	 the	 Sev-
enth-day	Adventist	Church:	We	place	
this	historical	documentation,	The Way 

of the Adventists,	into	your	hands	with	the	one	
desire	that	the	Lord	may	show	us	His	way	and	
give	us	His	strength	to	walk	with	Him	to	the	final	
goal.	The	presentation	of	 these	materials	does	
not	come	from	the	desire	to	criticize	or	point	out	
the	mote	in	our	brother’s	eye.	We	also	find	no	
satisfaction	in	constantly	pointing	to	the	errors	
of	the	past.	Yet,	as	Seventh-day	Adventists	who	
see	in	the	three	angels’	messages,	as	given	at	the	
beginning	of	the	Adventist	history,	the	way	of	
God	for	this	time,	we	feel	duty	bound	to	warn	
our	 fellow	believers	 that	 the	original	way	has	
been	forsaken.
Sister	Ellen	G.	White	 saw	 in	her	very	first	

vision	the	path	as	“cast	up	high	above	the	world.”	
–Early Writings,	p.	14.	In	Life Sketches,	p.	191,	is	
a	description	of	what	traveling	on	this	path	is	
like.	“Our	danger	of	falling	from	the	pathway	
increased.	We	pressed	close	to	 the	white	wall,	
yet	could	not	place	our	feet	fully	upon	the	path,	
for	it	was	too	narrow.	We	then	suspended	nearly	
our	whole	weight	upon	the	cords,	exclaiming:	
‘We	have	hold	from	above!	We	have	hold	from	
above!’	The	same	words	were	uttered	by	all	the	

By Wilhelm Egerter
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“This	message	must	be	borne	to	a	lukewarm	
church	by	God’s	 servants.	 It	must	 arouse	His	
people	from	their	security	and	dangerous	decep-
tion	in	regard	to	their	real	standing	before	God.	
This	testimony,	if	received,	will	arouse	to	action	
and	 lead	 to	 self-abasement	 and	 confession	of	
sins.	The	True	Witness	says,	‘I	know	thy	works,	
that	thou	art	neither	cold	not	hot.’	And	again,	
‘As	many	as	 I	 love,	 I	 rebuke	 and	 chasten;	 be	
zealous	therefore,	and	repent.’	Then	comes	the	
promise,	‘Behold,	I	stand	at	the	door,	and	knock;	
if	any	man	hear	My	voice,	and	open	the	door,	
I	will	come	 in	 to	him,	and	will	 sup	with	him,	
and	he	with	Me.	To	him	that	overcometh	will	I	
grant	to	sit	with	Me	in	My	throne,	even	as	I	also	
overcame,	and	am	sat	down	with	My	Father	in	
His	throne.’	Revelation	3:15,	19-21.”	–Testimonies 
for the Church, vol.	3,	pp.	257,	259,	260.
It	is	our	sincere	desire	and	our	prayer	to	God	

that	 to	 every	one	of	us	 the	promise	might	be	
fulfilled,	 “Well	 done,	 thou	good	 and	 faithful	
servant:	 enter	 thou	 into	 the	 joy	of	 thy	Lord.”	
Matthew	25:21.

–Your brothers and sisters 
of the Reform Movement SW

house	of	Jacob	their	sins.”	Isaiah	58:1.	We	believe	
that	we	have	a	message	for	the	world,	but	in	first	
line	we	have	to	warn	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	
the	Adventist	Church.
Under	 the	 chapter	 “God’s	Purpose	 for	His	

Church,”	we	read	in	The Acts of the Apostles,	p.	11:	
“Any	betrayal	of	the	church	is	treachery	to	Him	
who	has	bought	mankind	with	the	blood	of	His	
only-begotten	Son.	From	the	beginning,	faithful	
souls	have	constituted	the	church	on	earth.	 In	
every	age	the	Lord	has	had	His	watchmen,	who	
have	borne	a	faithful	testimony	to	the	generation	
in	which	 they	 lived.	These	 sentinels	gave	 the	
message	of	warning;	and	when	they	were	called	
to	lay	off	their	armor,	others	took	up	the	work.”
Added	to	this	Sister	White	wrote:	“Ministers	

who	 are	 preaching	present	 truth	 should	not	
neglect	the	solemn	message	to	the	Laodiceans.	
The	testimony	of	the	True	Witness	is	not	a	smooth	
message.	The	Lord	does	not	say	to	them,	You	are	
about	right;	you	have	borne	chastisement	and	
reproof	that	you	never	deserved;	you	have	been	
unnecessarily	discouraged	by	severity;	you	are	
not	guilty	of	the	wrongs	and	sins	for	which	you	
have	been	reproved….

“The Lord abhors indifference and disloyalty in a time of crisis 
in His work. The whole universe is watching with inexpressible 
interest the closing scenes of the great controversy between 
good and evil. The people of God are nearing the borders of 
the eternal world; what can be of more importance to them 
than that they be loyal to the God of heaven? All through the 
ages, God has had moral heroes, and He has them now–those 
who, like Joseph and Elijah and Daniel, are not ashamed to 
acknowledge themselves His peculiar people. His special 
blessing accompanies the labors of men of action, men who 
will not be swerved from the straight line of duty, but who with 
divine energy will inquire, ‘Who is on the Lord’s side?’ (Exodus 
32:26), men who will not stop merely with the inquiry, but who 
will demand that those who choose to identify themselves with 
the people of God shall step forward and reveal unmistakably 
their allegiance to the King of kings and Lord of lords. Such 
men make their wills and plans subordinate to the law of God. 
For love of Him they count not their lives dear unto themselves. 
Their work is to catch the light from the Word and let it shine 
forth to the world in clear, steady rays. Fidelity to God is their 
motto.” –Prophets and Kings, p. 148.

“This	testimony,	if	
received,	will	arouse	
to	action	and	lead	to	
self-abasement	and	
confession	of	sins.”
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of	Me,	I	delight	to	do	[or	fulfill]	Thy	will,	O	My	
God:	yea,	Thy	law	is	within	My	heart.”	Psalm	
40:6-8.
This	is	in	harmony	with	the	thought	in	Mat-

thew	5:17:	“Think	not	that	I	am	come	to	destroy	
the	law	or	the	prophets:	I	am	not	come	to	destroy,	
but	to	fulfil.”	So,	the	prophecy	was,	“I	delight	to 
fulfil	Thy	law,	O	My	God:	yea,	Thy	law	is	within	
My	heart.”

The heart like the ark
“The	 ark	was	 a	 sacred	 chest	made	 to	 be	 the	
depository	of	 the	Ten	Commandments,	which	
law	was	 the	 representation	of	God	Himself.”	
–Spiritual Gifts,	vol.	4,	p.	101.	Now	that	“law	is	
within	my	heart,”	not	 the	two	tables	of	stone,	
but	 the	 law	 itself,	which	 is	 the	will	and	mind	
of	God,	which	is	God	Himself	in	the	heart.	So,	
we	read	in	2	Corinthians	5:l9	that	“God	was	in	
Christ	reconciling	the	world	unto	Himself;”	and	
God	was	in	Christ,	because	the	law	of	God	was	
in	the	heart	of	Christ.
The	new	covenant	promise	is:	“I	will	put	My	

laws	into	their	minds,	and	write	them	in	their	
hearts,”	which	brings	God	in	Christ	into	the	heart	
of	the	believer.	This	is	what	is	meant	by	“Christ	
in	you	the	hope	of	glory.”	The	mind	of	God	in	
Christ	is	put	in	the	place	of	our	mind,	and	we	are	

Some	phases	of	the	Christian	life	and	expe-
rience	 are	hard	 to	put	 into	words,	 and	
sometimes	we	make	difficult	that	which	

in	and	of	itself	is	simple.	I	do	not	wish	to	do	that	
here.	The	purpose	of	our	study	is	not	to	draw	
out	some	theory	but	to	help	us	grow	in	Christ	
and	get	help	in	the	Christian	life.
How	do	things	grow?	“Then	will	I	sprinkle	

clean	water	upon	you,	and	ye	shall	be	clean:	from	
all	your	filthiness,	and	from	all	your	idols,	will	
I	cleanse	you.	A	new	heart	also	will	I	give	you,	
and	a	new	spirit	will	I	put	within	you:	and	I	will	
take	away	the	stony	heart	out	of	your	flesh,	and	I	
will	give	you	a	heart	of	flesh.	And	I	will	put	My	
Spirit	within	you,	and	cause	you	to	walk	in	My	
statutes,	and	ye	shall	keep	My	judgments	and	do	
them.	And	ye	shall	dwell	in	the	land	that	I	gave	
to	your	fathers;	and	ye	shall	be	My	people,	and	
I	will	be	your	God.”	Ezekiel	36:25-28.
Hebrews	8:8-10	presents	 the	same	promise:	

“I	will	put	My	laws	into	their	mind,	and	write	
them	in	their	hearts:	and	I	will	be	to	them	a	God,	
and	they	shall	be	to	Me	a	people.”	How?	God	
promises	to	work	with	us.	A	few	more	scriptures	
will	make	the	meaning	perfectly	clear.
“Sacrifice	and	offering	Thou	didst	not	desire;	

mine	ears	hast	Thou	opened:	burnt	offering	and	
sin	offering	hast	Thou	not	required.	Then	said	I,	
Lo,	I	come:	in	the	volume	of	the	book	it	is	written	
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thoughts	will	be	in	harmony	with	Him.”	–Steps 
to Christ,	pg.	47.
“Pure	 religion	has	 to	do	with	 the	will.	The	

will	 is	 the	 governing	power	 in	 the	nature	 of	
man,	bringing	all	 the	other	 faculties	under	 its	
sway.	The	will	is	not	the	taste	or	the	inclination,	
but	it	is	the	deciding	power,	which	works	in	the	
children	of	men	unto	obedience	to	God,	or	unto	
disobedience….	
“You	 cannot	 control	 your	 impulses,	 your	

emotions,	as	you	may	desire,	but	you	can	control	
the	will,	and	you	can	make	an	entire	change	in	
your	life.	By	yielding	up	your	will	to	Christ,	your	
life	will	be	hid	with	Christ	in	God,	and	allied	to	
the	power	which	is	above	all	principalities	and	
powers.	You	will	have	strength	from	God	that	
will	hold	you	fast	to	His	strength;	and	a	new	life,	
even	the	life	of	living	faith,	will	be	possible	to	
you.	But	your	will	must	cooperate	with	God‘s	
will,	 not	with	 the	will	 of	 associates	 through	
whom	Satan	 is	constantly	working	 to	ensnare	
and	destroy	you.”	 –Testimonies for the Church, 
vol.	5,	pp.	513,	514.
You	must	 remember	 that	 your	will	 is	 the	

spring	of	all	your	actions.	It	is	by	the	action	of	
the	will	that	character	is	formed.	At	the	fall,	man	
gave	the	control	of	his	will	to	Satan,	and	he	has	
even	since	been	working	in	man	to	will	and	to	
do	of	his	own	pleasure,	but	to	the	utter	ruin	and	
misery	of	man.	However,	the	infinite	sacrifice	of	
God	in	giving	His	beloved	Son	as	a	sacrifice	for	
sin	 enables	Him	 to	 say,	without	violating	one	
principle	of	His	government,	“Yield	yourselves	
up	to	Me;	give	Me	that	will;	and	I	will	take	it	from	
the	control	of	Satan,	and	I	will	take	possession	
of	it;	then	I	can	work	in	you	to	will	and	to	do	
of	My	good	pleasure.”	When	He	gives	you	the	
mind	of	Christ,	your	will	becomes	as	His	will,	
and	your	 character	 is	 transformed	 to	 be	 like	
Christ‘s	character.
In	Christ	God	has	given	us	the	power	to	yield	

the	will	up	to	Him,	and	then	He	will	work	both	
to	will	and	to	do	of	His	good	pleasure.	That	is	
all	made	possible	through	Jesus	Christ,	who	was	
made	flesh	and	dwells	in	us.	Now	the	question	
arises,	How	do	we	know	that	we	are	in	Him?
“But	whoso	keepeth	His	word,	in	him	verily	is	

the	love	of	God	perfected:	hereby	know	we	that	
we	are	in	Him.”	1	John	2:5.	“And	he	that	keepeth	

given	a	new	heart,	as	described	in	2	Corinthians	
3:3.	“Forasmuch	as	ye	are	manifestly	declared	to	
be	the	epistle	of	Christ	ministered	by	us,	written	
not	with	 ink,	but	with	 the	Spirit	 of	 the	 living	
God;	not	in	tables	of	stone,	but	in	fleshy	tables	
of	the	heart.”
For	those	who	believe,	the	gospel	is	a	personal	

experience,	and	it	is	thus	that	they	become	living	
epistles	known	and	read	of	all	men.	But	observe	
that	the	whole	operation	by	which	this	change	is	
brought	about	is	through	the	mind	and	the	heart,	
as	it	is	the	Holy	Spirit	who	embeds	the	character	
of	God–His	holy	law–into	our	hearts	and	minds.
Some	have	wondered	what	is	the	difference	

in	Scripture	between	the	word	“mind”	and	the	
word	“heart.”	While	mind	refers	to	the	intellect,	

the	reason,	heart	goes	beyond	that	
and	includes	the	affections	and	the	
will.	We	do	not	find	any	statement	
in	the	Scriptures	that	with	the	mind	
man	believeth	unto	righteousness;	
but	they	do	say	that	with	the	heart	
man	believeth	unto	righteousness.	
Yet	here	is	the	difference	between	
a	 true	 faith	 and	a	mere	 assent	 to	
the	 truth.	Genuine	 faith	 includes	
the	 submission	 of	 the	 heart,	 the	
yielding	 of	 the	 affections	 to	 the	
will	 of	God.	And	 that	 cannot	 be	
simply	accomplished	by	the	intel-

lectual	faculties;	it	must	go	beyond	that	and	must	
include	placing	the	affections	and	the	will	on	the	
side	of	God’s	will.	This	placing	of	the	will,	not	
just	giving	our	circumstances	into	God’s	hands,	
is	one	very	important	factor	in	the	new	birth	and	
in	our	growing	in	Christ.	
“What	you	need	 is	 to	understand	 the	 true	

force	of	the	will.	This	is	the	governing	power	in	
the	nature	of	man,	the	power	of	decision,	or	of	
choice.	Everything	depends	on	the	right	action	
of	the	will.	The	power	of	choice	God	has	given	
to	men;	it	is	theirs	to	exercise.	You	cannot	change	
your	heart,	you	cannot	of	yourself	give	to	God	
its	affections;	but	you	can	choose	to	serve	Him.	
You	 can	give	 to	Him	your	will.	He	will	 then	
work	in	you	to	will	and	to	do	according	to	His	
good	pleasure.	Thus	your	whole	nature	will	be	
brought	under	the	control	of	the	Spirit	of	Christ,	
your	affections	will	be	centered	upon	Him,	your	
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His	commandments	dwelleth	in	Him,	and	He	
in	him.	And	hereby	we	know	that	He	abideth	
in	us,	by	the	Spirit	which	He	hath	given	us.”	1	
John	3:24.	“Hereby	know	we	that	we	dwell	 in	
Him,	and	He	in	us,	because	He	hath	given	us	of	
His	Spirit.”	1	John	3:24.	“If	any	man	have	not	the	
Spirit	of	Christ,	he	is	none	of	His.”	Romans	8:9.	
“Whosoever	shall	confess	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	
of	God,	God	dwelleth	in	him	and	he	in	God.”	1	
John	4:15.
No	one	 can	 truly	 confess	Christ	before	 the	

world	unless	the	mind	and	spirit	of	Christ	live	
in	him.	How	do	we	know	that	we	are	in	Him?	
In	the	above	scriptures	we	are	told	just	exactly	
how	we	know	that	we	are	in	Him	and	He	in	us.
This	work	that	is	begun	in	Him	is	to	be	carried	

forward	and	made	perfect	in	the	same	way.
“If	we	this	day	be	examined	of	the	good	deed	

done	to	the	impotent	man,	by	what	means	he	is	
made	whole;	Be	it	known	unto	you	all,	and	to	
all	the	people	of	Israel,	that	by	the	name	of	Jesus	
Christ	of	Nazareth,	whom	ye	crucified,	whom	
God	raised	from	the	dead,	even	by	Him	doth	this	
man	stand	here	before	you	whole.”	Acts	4:9,	l0.
When	the	miracle	was	performed,	Peter	said,	

“In	 the	name	of	 Jesus	Christ	of	Nazareth,	 rise	
up	and	walk.”	There	 is	 the	beginning	and	the	
continuance	of	Christian	 life.	The	man	arose,	
he	walked,	and	he	was	there	before	the	council;	
and	he	still	stood,	that	is,	he	still	had	strength	in	
his	feet	and	anklebones.	But	how	did	he	retain	
that	strength?	In Him,	“Even	in	Him,	doth	this	
man	 stand.”	 It	 is	 exactly	 so	 in	 our	Christian	
experience.	We	receive	strength	at	the	first	“in	
the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Nazareth.”	We	rise	in	
Him,	we	walk	in	Him,	we	stand,	we	continue	in	
our	Christian	experience,	in	Him.	So,	from	first	
to	last	and	all	the	way	through,	it	is	always	in	
Him,	always!
And	 the	Saviour	 said:	 “I	 am	 the	 true	Vine,	

and	My	Father	is	the	husbandman.	Every	branch	
[Where?]	in Me	that	beareth	not	fruit	He	taketh	
away,	and	every	branch	 that	beareth	 fruit,	He	
purgeth	 it	 [or	 cleanseth	 it]	 that	 it	may	bring	
forth	more	fruit.	Now	ye	are	clean	through	the	
Word	which	I	have	spoken	unto	you.	Abide	 in	
Me	and	I	in	you;	as	the	branch	cannot	bear	fruit	
of	itself	except	it	abide	in	the	vine,	no	more	can	
ye	except	ye	abide	in	Me.	I	am	the	vine,	ye	are	

the	branches;	he	that abideth	in	Me	and	I	in	him,	
the	same	bringeth	forth	much	fruit,	for	without	
Me	[apart	from	Me;	severed	from	Me]	ye	can	do	
nothing.	If	a	man	abide	not	in	Me,	he	is	cast	forth	
as	a	branch	and	is	withered	and	men	gather	them	
and	cast	them	into	the	fire,	and	they	are	burned.	
If	ye	abide	in	Me,	and	My	words	abide	in	you,	ye	
shall	ask	what	ye	will,	and	it	shall	be	done	unto	
you.”	John	15:1-7.
There	 are	many	 lessons	 suggested	 in	 this	

scripture.	First,	there	exists	the	closeness	of	the	
union	between	the	branch	and	the	vine.	If	there	
is	not	 a	 living	 connection,	 the	branch	withers	
and	cannot	bring	forth	fruit.	Life	must	pass	back	
and	forth	between	the	vine	and	the	branch,	and	
it	must	remain	there	permanently	attached,	in	a	
union	that	cannot	be	broken	and	re-established	
at	leisure.
We	know	a	 semblance	of	 life	 can	be	main-

tained	by	putting	a	branch	in	water,	but	will	that	
branch	bear	fruit?	How	many	church	members	
are	simply	branches	stagnant	in	a	vessel	of	water	
who	require	a	periodical	refreshing,	who	claim	
to	be	branches	and	yet	never	bring	forth	fruit!	If	
there	is	not	a	periodic	stirring	up	with	a	revival	
service,	they	will	begin	to	lose	the	appearance	
of	life,	and	if	neglected	too	long	without	such	a	
periodic	stirring	up,	even	the	appearance	is	gone.	
Abide	in	Me;	that	is	the	only	secret	of	Christian	
life:	Abide	in	Christ.	You	cannot	expect	fruit	from	
a	professed	Christian	who	does	not	 abide	 in	
Christ,	remain	in	Christ,	live	in	Christ,	in	daily,	
constant	union	with	Christ,	cut	off	entirely	from	
the	world,	and	wholly	given	to	Christ.	That	is	the	
only	way	to	have	a	genuine	Christian	experience.
One	last	thought	is	found	in	the	book	of	Ruth.	

It	is	a	very	beautiful	and	simple	story,	but	when	
we	understand	 the	purpose	of	 this	narrative,	
it	adds	a	hundredfold	to	the	beauty	and	value	
of	the	book.	This	whole	book	exists	to	teach	us	
the	lesson	of	our	nearness	of	Christ	and	that	by	
blood	relationship.	
After	Naomi	had	returned	to	her	own	land	

with	her	daughter	in	law,	Ruth	went	out	to	the	
field	of	Boaz	to	glean.	When	she	returned,	“Her	
mother	 in	law	said	unto	her,	Where	hast	thou	
gleaned	 to	day?	and	where	wroughtest	 thou?	
Blessed	be	he	that	did	take	knowledge	of	thee.	
And	she	shewed	her	mother	in	law	with	whom	

You	cannot	expect	
fruit	from	a	professed	
Christian	who	does	
not	abide	in	Christ,	
remain	in	Christ,	
live	in	Christ,	in	
daily,	constant	union	
with	Christ,	cut	off	
entirely	from	the	
world,	and	wholly	
given	to	Christ.
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“Genuine faith always works by love. When you look to Calvary it is not to quiet your soul 
in the nonperformance of duty, not to compose yourself to sleep, but to create faith in 
Jesus, faith that will work, purifying the soul from the slime of selfishness. When we lay 
hold of Christ by faith, our work has just begun. Every man has corrupt and sinful habits 
that must be overcome by vigorous warfare. Every soul is 
required to fight the fight of faith….

“There is a well of water which springeth up into everlasting 
life. You must draw your life from this hidden spring. If you 
divest yourselves of selfishness, and strengthen your souls 
by constant communion with God, you may promote the 
happiness of all with whom you come in contact. You will 
notice the neglected, inform the ignorant, encourage the op-
pressed and desponding, and, as far as possible, relieve the 
suffering. And you will not only point the way to heaven, but 
will walk in that way yourselves.” –God’s Amazing Grace, p. 
292.

nearer	than	I.	Lodge	to-night,	and	it	hath	been	
in	the	morning	if	he	doth	redeem	thee,	well;	he	
redeemeth,	and	if	he	delight	not	to	redeem	thee,	
then	I	have	redeemed	thee,	I;	 Jehovah	liveth.”	
Ruth	3:9,	12,	Dr.	Young’s	translation.
The	very	next	morning	Boaz	went	to	stand	at	

the	gate	where	all	such	business	was	transacted	
in	 the	eastern	 cities,	 “and,	 lo,	 the	 redeemer	 is	
passing	by	[of]	whom	Boaz	hath	spoken.”	Ruth	
4:3,	etc.	It	turned	out	that	the	one	who	was	nearer	
of	kin	than	Boaz	did	not	dare	to	undertake	to	
redeem	the	inheritance	for	Ruth	and	for	Naomi,	
and	so	he	stood	aside,	and	it	then	fell	to	Boaz.	
It	was	then	his	duty,	as	being	the	next	of	kin,	as	
being	 the	 redeemer,	who	dared	undertake	 to	
redeem	the	 lost	 inheritance.	“And	the	women	
said	unto	Naomi,	Blessed	be	 the	Lord,	which	
hath	not	 left	 thee	 this	day	without	a	kinsman	
[redeemer,	margin],	that	his	name	be	famous	in	
Israel.”	Ruth	4:14.
The	more	you	read	the	book	of	Ruth	on	that	

basis,	the	more	clearly	you	will	see	that	the	whole	
teaching	of	the	book	is	in	an	object	lesson,	that	
Jesus	Christ,	 the	Redeemer	of	 the	 lost	 inheri-
tance,	was	one	near	of	kin,	 one	who	by	 right	
could	redeem,	and	one	who	was	able	to	redeem.	
Blessed	be	the	Lord,	for	He	has	not	left	us	with-
out	a	Redeemer! SW

she	had	wrought,	and	said,	The	man‘s	name	with	
whom	 I	wrought	 to	day	 is	Boaz.	And	Naomi	
said	unto	her	daughter	 in	 law,	Blessed	be	he	
of	the	Lord,	who	hath	not	left	off	his	kindness	
to	the	living	and	to	the	dead.	And	Naomi	said	
unto	her,	The	man	is	near	of	kin	unto	us,	he	is	
of	our	 redeemers.”	Ruth	2:19,	 20,	Dr.	Young‘s	
translation,	marginal	reading.	That	is,	this	man	
Boaz	is	one	who	is	so	closely	related	to	us	by	a	
flesh-and-blood	relationship	that,	according	to	
the	Levitical	law,	he	can	step	in	and	redeem	our	
inheritance	 that	was	 lost	 to	us	when	we	went	
into	the	land	of	Moab.
In	the	third	chapter,	when	Ruth	went	to	 lie	

down	 in	 the	 threshing	floor	 and	when	Boaz	
discovered	her	 there,	he	made	 inquiry,	 “Who	
art	thou?”	And	she	answered,	“I	am	Ruth,	thine	
handmaid:	Spread	therefore	thy	skirt	over	thine	
handmaid,	 for	 thou	art	a	 redeemer.”	“And	he	
said,	Blessed	be	 thou	of	 the	Lord,	my	daugh-
ter:	for	thou	hast	shown	more	kindness	in	the	
latter	 end	 than	at	 the	beginning,	 inasmuch	as	
thou	 followedst	not	 the	young	men,	whether	
poor	or	 rich,	and	now,	my	daughter,	 fear	not;	
I	will	do	to	thee	all	 that	thou	requirest:	 for	all	
the	city	of	my	people	doth	know	that	thou	art	
a	virtuous	woman….	And	now	surely,	true	that	
I	am	a	redeemer:	but	also	 there	 is	a	 redeemer	

Jesus	Christ,	the	
Redeemer	of	the	

lost	inheritance,	was	
one	near	of	kin,	one	
who	by	right	could	

redeem,	and	one	who	
was	able	to	redeem.	
Blessed	be	the	Lord,	
for	He	has	not	left	us	
without	a	Redeemer!

Point the Way
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the	Guinea	Field	 to	help	 the	brethren	 there.	 I	
didn’t	really	take	this	sickness	seriously;	I	min-
gled	freely	with	the	brethren	and	even	shared	
a	bed	with	one	of	 them.	Today	 I	 realize	how	
wonderfully	God	 guides	 and	 protects	 us	 in	
every	situation.
When	I	returned	to	Sierra	Leone,	the	illness	

that	had	already	entered	the	country	was	spread-
ing	 like	wildfire.	My	wife	was	very	 alarmed.	
Life	became	very	hard,	 for	 everyone	 lived	 in	
fear	of	catching	the	virus.	“NO	BODILY	CON-
TACT”	was	 the	motto	 in	 the	 country;	people	
didn’t	even	shake	hands.	Wearing	long-sleeved	
clothing	when	one	traveled,	regardless	of	the	hot	
weather,	was	the	order	of	the	day.	Automatically	
all	missionary	visits	stopped,	for	no	one	was	in	a	
position	to	entertain	a	stranger.	Even	though	all	
social	gatherings	were	stopped	in	the	country,	we	
thank	God	that	our	church	services	continued.	
Everyone	was	 so	worried	 that	 it	was	hard	 to	
find	anyone	who	smiled	or	looked	happy.	When	
people	talked,	it	was	mostly	about	Ebola.	Every	
day	at	dawn,	the	chief	of	the	area	could	be	heard	
shouting,	“Wake	up	and	pray,	and	ask”	Allah	
“for	protection!”
Travel	became	very	dangerous,	but	there	was	

no	way	to	avoid	it.	Before	a	person	could	enter	
a	bank	or	any	government	office,	his	tempera-

The	Spirit	of	prophecy	explains	why	no	
other	people	will	 know	or	understand	
this	song	except	the	144,000.	The	reason	is	

simple:	It	is	a	song	of	their	experience,	and	only	
the	one	who	has	passed	through	an	experience	
can	completely	understand	it.	I	know	each	one	
of	us	has	passed	or	 is	passing	 through	 some	
different	experiences	about	which	one	day	we	
will	have	time	to	converse	with	our	Saviour	in	
heaven.
Therefore,	 brethren,	 I	would	 like	 to	 relate	

to	you	my	experiences	in	the	missionary	work	
in	West	Africa–especially	 in	Freetown,	 Sierra	
Leone,	during	the	time	of	the	Ebola	virus	trag-
edy.	In	2010,	I	was	called	to	work	in	Liberia.	I	
worked	there	for	about	three	years	before	going	
to	Sierra	Leone,	where	I	worked	for	almost	two	
years.	There	are	a	lot	of	traumatic	things	hap-
pening	in	Monrovia,	Liberia,	 including	armed	
robbery,	to	which	we	lost	all	our	goods.	I	would	
like	to	share	with	you	my	experiences	in	Liberia,	
but	my	main	focus	here	is	on	Sierra	Leone.

The Ebola outbreak
We	heard	 that	 there	was	 a	 disease	 that	 doc-
tors	were	 failing	 to	 recognize	 and	 treat	 and	
later	learned	that	it	was	Ebola.	Suddenly	things	
changed,	just	like	the	weather.	We	heard	about	
the	virus	when	we	were	in	Sierra	Leone.
At	first	the	government	suspended	all	gath-

erings,	 but	 later	 churches	 and	mosques	were	
exempted.	At	that	time,	I	was	assigned	to	visit	

Passing Through the Dangers of
Ebola

“And they sing the 
song of Moses the 
servant of God, and 
the song of the Lamb, 
saying, Great and 
marvellous are Thy 
works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and 
true are Thy ways, 
Thou King of saints.” 
Revelation 15:3.

By David Gwina

A very special 
experience with God
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of	the	bus.	I	had	to	very	carefully	take	the	church	
documents	out	of	the	bag	and	thanked	God	that	
they	were	not	wet.	I	burned	the	bag	and	then	
looked	 for	 another	 bus.	 I	 believe	 it	was	God	
who	controlled	that	situation.		Everyone	in	the	
bus	knew	that	the	lady	had	Ebola,	because	she	
could	not	even	control	herself.	God	protected	
me	again.	

Ebola comes closer
The	hardest	time	came	when	the	virus	infected	
our	next-door	neighbors.	 It	was	 terrible.	The	
father	of	the	household	got	sick.	When	we	tried	
to	tell	the	family	that	it	could	be	Ebola,	they	said	
it	wasn’t	Ebola	but	a	hernia	and	they	could	not	
take	him	to	the	hospital	because	he	could	con-
tract	the	sickness	there.	By	then	many	people	had	
left	or	refused	to	go	to	hospitals,	thinking	that	if	
they	were	in	contact	with	infected	patients	and	
nurses	they	might	contract	the	sickness.
There	was	a	nurse	in	our	compound	who	took	

care	of	the	man	and	said	he	had	a	hernia.	She	
started	treating	him	and	massaging	his	stomach,	
which	was	getting	swollen;	she	didn’t	know	that	
it	was	actually	internal	bleeding.	That	was	the	
beginning	of	trouble.	On	the	fourth	morning,	the	
man	was	at	the	point	of	death	when	his	family	
finally	decided	to	take	him	to	the	hospital.	They	
called	a	taxi;	but	since	there	was	no	way	for	the	
taxi	 to	get	 into	 the	compound,	 I	 saw	a	young	
man	carry	the	man	in	his	arms	and	place	him	in	
the	taxi	with	the	help	of	the	taxi	driver.	In	just	
a	few	minutes,	we	saw	the	taxi	return	with	the	
news	that	he	had	died	in	the	car.	The	same	man	
who	carried	him	into	the	taxi	carried	his	dead	
body	back	into	the	house–with	bare	hands	and	
no	gloves.	I	witnessed	the	agony	of	the	family	
members	 as	 they	mourned	 and	 touched	 the	
body.	I	think	that	was	the	Islamic	tradition	for	
mourning.	No	one	suspected	any	danger,	espe-
cially	since	the	certified	nurse	confirmed	that	it	
was	nothing	but	a	hernia.	But	deep	in	my	heart	
I	was	afraid	that	it	was	Ebola.

More neighbors infected
Before	 any	 burial	 could	 take	 place	 in	 Sierra	
Leone,	health	workers	had	to	come	to	perform	

ture	was	 taken.	Any	 slight	
fever	made	one	a	suspect	of	
having	Ebola,	and	he	had	to	
be	taken	straight	to	the	hospi-
tal	for	testing.	Another	threat	
I	thought	about	was	the	risk	
of	cancer	following	this	Ebola	
outbreak,	because	of	the	over-
use	 of	 chlorine	 in	washing	
one’s	hands.
The	 situation	was	 really	

traumatic.	Every	evening	we	
sat	down	as	a	family	and	lis-
tened	to	our	little	radio.	The	
government	 was	 trying	 its	
best	 to	 inform	 and	 educate	
the	people,	 but	 the	number	
of	new	cases	and	deaths	just	
kept	increasing	every	day.	The	
situation	was	very	terrible.	If	
a	family	member	went	out	for	
any	reason,	on	returning,	he	

would	find	the	children	standing	on	the	porch	
with	soap	and	water	so	he	could	wash	his	hands.	
If	I	forgot	for	a	minute,	my	6-year-old	son	would	
ask,	 “Papa,	 are	 you	not	 going	 to	wash	 your	
hands?”	Even	the	small	children	were	afraid	of	
this	sickness.	We	felt	like	the	hand	of	the	devil	
was	on	us.	If	one	of	us	got	sick,	we	would	take	
special	 precautions.	 That	was	 especially	 the	
case	 if	 it	was	my	wife.	That	was	 the	hardest,	
because	she	would	isolate	herself	for	fear	that	
she	might	have	Ebola	and	wanted	to	keep	from	
infecting	other	members	of	the	family.	If	it	was	
one	of	our	children,	we	would	isolate	him,	too.	
Oh,	how	hard	it	was	at	that	time	for	all	of	us!	
We	agonized	in	prayer	as	a	family,	asking	each	
member	to	pray.	God	heard	and	answered	our	
prayers.	Praise	His	name!
We	were	 absolutely	 not	 safe	 any	minute	

without	God’s	protection.	Despite	all	 the	pre-
cautions,	one	was	still	in	danger	of	contracting	
the	sickness.	One	day	I	was	riding	in	a	minibus	
when	a	lady	sitting	behind	me	suddenly	became	
ill	and	started	vomiting	in	the	bus.	I	was	right	in	
front	of	her,	but	I	thank	God	that	even	though	
the	space	between	the	seats	was	very	small,	she	
managed	to	bend	down.	The	bag	I	was	carrying	
became	soiled	with	her	vomit.	Everyone	got	out	

Two of Brother David and Sister Josephine Gwina’s
sons Blessing and Meluleki 
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planes	flying	 into	Sierra	Leone.	The	only	way	
for	us	to	go	now	was	through	Guinea	and	then	
Mali,	because	so	far	Mali	had	no	cases	of	Ebola	
and	planes	were	flying	there	and	we	could	secure	
a	flight	back	home	to	Zimbabwe	via	Nairobi.
After	processing	our	visas	 and	 completing	

all	the	preparations,	we	heard	that	Sierra	Leone	
had	closed	its	borders	with	Guinea	and	Liberia.	
Another	tough	time	was	before	us.	We	pleaded	
with	God	to	open	the	way	for	us.	I	 felt	 it	was	
best	for	us	to	move	out	of	the	house	where	we	
were	living,	based	on	the	recommendation	we	
had	received	from	Pastor	Pablo	Hunger.	My	wife	
was	especially	affected	by	everything	that	was	
going	on,	and	her	health	had	gone	down	so	much	
that	I	even	feared	she	might	die	of	this	trauma.
The	answer	 to	our	prayer	did	not	 come	as	

quickly	as	we	hoped,	but	a	friend	found	a	way	
for	us	 to	 travel	 to	Guinea	by	sea.	As	we	were	
preparing	 to	 leave,	we	heard	 the	news	on	 the	
radio	that	the	President	had	given	an	order	that	
no	one	could	travel	by	ship;	the	government	was	
hoping	that	the	number	of	people	coming	into	
the	country	with	the	virus	would	be	reduced.	It	
seemed	as	if	every	opening	was	closing	against	
us.	It	was	a	very	trying	experience,	but	it	made	
us	press	closer	to	God.
However,	 right	 at	 that	 time,	my	wife	 came	

down	with	 a	 fever.	 It	was	malaria.	 The	first	
day	she	was	shivering	in	very	hot	weather.	We	
prayed	 for	her	 and	used	water	 to	 reduce	her	
fever;	but	it	seemed	like	the	more	we	tried,	the	
higher	 the	 fever	 rose.	 She	 ate	 raw	garlic	 and	
drank	 tea	made	 from	neem	 tree	 leaves.	 The	
second	 and	 third	days	 there	was	no	 change,	
and	no	one	could	doubt	that	it	could	be	Ebola.	
As	for	me,	besides	that	fear,	I	also	believed	that	
the	great	adversary	of	God	and	man	was	doing	
everything	possible	to	hinder	our	plans	to	leave.
On	the	fourth	day,	my	wife	asked	me	to	take	

her	out	 for	a	 short	walk.	We	had	 to	go	out	at	
night,	because	if	she	left	the	house	showing	any	
sign	of	being	 sick,	 those	who	 saw	her	would	
certainly	dial	 the	 toll	 free	number	 to	 call	 the	
ambulance,	even	though	she	did	not	have	Ebola,	
since	it	was	the	law	of	the	country	in	those	days.	
I	suspect	that	it	was	from	these	ambulances	that	
many	people	 became	 infected.	We	walked	 a	
few	meters,	and	she	said	we	had	to	go	back	to	

a	test	and	determine	the	cause	of	death.	Unfor-
tunately,	when	 those	 people	 came	 later	 that	
afternoon,	they	did	not	do	their	work	properly.	
I	suppose	they	were	also	tired.	They	listened	to	
the	report	given	by	the	family	and	told	them	to	
go	ahead	with	the	burial,	since	it	wasn’t	Ebola.	
We	watched	 through	 closed	windows	 as	 the	
Muslim	men	wash	the	dead	body.	They	took	a	
very	long	time,	and	we	wondered	at	exactly	what	
they	were	doing.	They	then	went	to	lay	the	body	
at	rest	in	the	normal	way.
What	followed	was	a	disaster.	Within	less	than	

one	week,	the	nurse,	her	mother,	and	the	men	
who	took	part	in	the	burial	washing	all	got	sick	
and	died.	Since	people	now	saw	that	 it	might	
have	been	Ebola,	no	one	ventured	to	come	close	
to	 any	 sick	person.	Those	people’s	bodies	 lay	
in	the	compound	for	three	days.	Almost	every	
day	there	were	more	deaths	in	the	family	and	
also	among	the	neighbors.	One	time	four	people	
died	 in	one	family	all	on	the	same	day.	Every	
day	we	heard,	or	during	the	night	we	would	be	
awakened	by,	people	crying	because	someone	
had	died.	The	wife,	 children,	 and	brothers	 all	
perished	in	front	of	our	eyes.	That	caused	a	lot	
of	grief	to	us,	for	even	though	these	people	were	
Muslims	we	loved	them	as	our	neighbors.	The	
very	atmosphere	smelled	of	death.	At	times,	we	
would	 imagine	 the	Ebola	virus	coming	 for	us	
right	in	our	own	house	by	the	way	people	were	
dying	all	around	us.	Yet	God	never	left	us	alone.	
In	those	trying	times,	we	leaned	more	heavily	
upon	our	Saviour	for	guidance	and	protection,	
and	He	never	failed	us.

Plans to leave
We	became	alarmed	when	we	got	the	news	that	
countries	were	closing	their	borders	to	people	
from	 the	affected	areas.	Our	five-year	 term	of	
service	was	almost	over,	and	in	a	few	months	
our	 children’s	passports	would	 expire.	While	
we	were	 asking	God	what	we	 should	do,	we	
received	a	message	from	the	General	Conference	
that	we	should	make	haste	and	return	home	so	
we	would	not	be	 locked	 in	Sierra	Leone	with	
expired	passports.	To	us	 that	was	 an	 answer	
to	 prayer.	Without	wasting	 time,	we	 started	
processing	our	visas	since	there	were	no	more	
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26 The SabbaTh WaTchman

to	West	Africa	had	not	been	in	vain.	We	thank	
the	Lord	for	the	work	He	is	doing	for	His	people.	
May	He	bless	the	believers	in	Guinea	to	go	on	
from	strength	to	strength.

Traveling to Mali
On	Sunday,	October	5,	we	left	for	Mali	with	the	
help	of	our	brethren.	It	was	a	very	long	journey	
of	more	than	24	hours’	travel	by	road.	God	sus-
tained	us	again,	and	we	reached	our	destination	
in	Bamako.	We	met	Brother	Christian	Gadoxor,	
who	is	working	in	Mali	as	a	Bible	worker;	he	was	
a	great	help	to	us,	because	we	were	not	able	to	
speak	French.	When	we	entered	Mali,	we	thought	
our	problems	were	over	as	long	as	we	had	not	
contracted	Ebola	in	Sierra	Leone	or	Guinea.	We	
didn’t	imagine	that	more	tests	were	waiting	for	us.
After	our	arrival	Monday	morning,	we	had	a	

good	night’s	rest.	In	the	evening,	four	young	men	
and	a	woman	who	are	interested	in	our	message	
came	to	visit	us.	Forgetting	how	tired	we	were,	
we	began	a	serious	Bible	study	with	them.	The	
way	they	were	asking	questions	gave	us	great	
joy,	and	we	studied	especially	the	Sabbath	issue	
for	more	than	an	hour.	We	made	arrangements	to	
meet	with	these	interested	souls	every	evening,	
and	they	agreed.	They	showed	great	interest.
However,	before	we	went	to	bed,	our	brother	

received	a	call	from	the	local	authorities	telling	
him	that	 the	 following	day	a	car	would	come	
and	take	us	to	the	hospital	for	Ebola	tests	and	
close	monitoring,	since	we	had	come	from	Sierra	
Leone.	The	people	who	were	sharing	the	same	
compound	with	our	brother	asked	him	to	leave	
and	promised	to	give	him	back	all	the	rent	money	
he	had	paid,	so	he	could	look	for	another	place.	
Everyone	who	knew	 that	we	had	 come	 from	
Sierra	Leone	was	so	afraid	of	us	that	we	dared	
not	 even	 leave	 the	house.	But	 our	God,	who	
never	 let	us	down	 in	all	 our	hardships,	 came	
to	our	aid	again.	Our	brother	was	refunded	his	
money	for	the	rent,	and	the	same	day	he	found	
another	better	place–one	where	no	one	knew	
him.	We	had	freedom	even	though	we	were	not	
yet	sure	if	we	were	free	from	the	virus	or	not.	It	
was	a	trial	for	him,	too,	since	everyone	was	tell-
ing	him	that	he	could	catch	the	sickness	from	us.	
We	gave	him	all	the	information	on	how	one	can	

the	house	because	her	knees	and	all	her	 joints	
were	painful	and	weak.	 I	urged	her	to	walk	a	
bit	further,	and	then	maybe	her	muscles	would	
strengthen.	We	did	so	and	then	walked	back	very	
slowly,	speaking	and	talking	in	low	tones.	I	real-
ized	that	the	way	she	was	talking	was	changing	
for	the	better.
I	 needed	no	more	 evidence.	 I	 thanked	 the	

Lord	for	healing	her,	and	we	proceeded	with	our	
plans	to	go.	On	the	fifth	day	she	joined	
us	for	morning	devotions.	Oh,	the	whole	
family	was	so	happy,	for	that	was	enough	
proof	that	God	was	leading	us.	On	that	
very	day,	we	heard	that	the	border	had	
been	opened.
We	agonized	again	with	God.	If	it	was	

His	will,	we	pleaded	 for	Him	 to	open	
the	way	for	us.	You	might	not	believe	it,	
but	exactly	the	way	the	attacking	Roman	
army	retreated	from	Jerusalem	for	a	short	
time	so	the	early	Christians	could	escape,	
we	heard	the	next	morning	that	the	Pres-

ident	had	opened	the	borders	again	for	no	spe-
cific	reason.	We	wasted	no	 time	but	used	that	
opportunity	to	leave	Sierra	Leone.

Time to leave
It	was	on	Thursday,	October	2,	early	in	the	morn-
ing	when	we	set	off	for	Guinea.	Everyone’s	coun-
tenance	was	lighted	up.	We	passed	through	six	
checkpoints	where	every	traveler’s	temperature	
was	taken	and	everyone	had	to	wash	his	or	her	
hands	with	chlorinated	water.	Even	a	slight	sign	
of	fever	was	enough	to	keep	a	person	behind	so	
the	health	workers	could	monitor	him.	We	thank	
God	for	making	it	possible	for	us	to	pass	through	
all	the	checkpoints	safely.	We	were	worried	about	
my	wife,	but	not	even	once	did	her	temperature	
rise.	God	had	healed	her	completely.	All	the	way	
to	Mali	and	until	now	at	home	she	never	had	a	
fever	again.
In	the	evening,	we	reached	Guinea.	Oh,	what	a	

happy	time	it	was	to	meet	the	Guinean	brethren,	
even	though	there	was	no	shaking	of	hands	or	
brotherly	kisses.
We	spent	the	Sabbath	with	our	dear	brethren,	

and	it	was	a	great	inspiration	to	be	with	them.	I	
was	really	encouraged	to	realize	that	my	coming	

Brother David Gwina, left, with 
Brother Francis in Mali 
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I	 thank	 the	 Lord	 for	 sending	me	 to	West	
Africa.	I	know	greater	trials	are	on	the	way,	but	
with	the	Lord	on	my	side	I	will	triumph.	He	has	
taught	me	to	trust	and	rely	upon	Him;	and	from	
now	on,	like	Paul,	I	will	say.	“For	the	which	cause	
I	also	suffer	these	things:	nevertheless	I	am	not	
ashamed:	for	I	know	whom	I	have	believed,	and	
am	persuaded	that	He	is	able	to	keep	that	which	
I	have	committed	unto	Him	against	that	day.”	
2	Timothy	1:12.	Therefore,	brethren,	let	us	forge	
ahead	with	the	Lord’s	work.	He	has	proven	that	
He	is	able	to	guide	and	take	care	of	us.	Let	us	
not	doubt	Him. SW

contract	this	virus	as	well	as	all	the	precautions.
After	 that,	 everyone	 stayed	away	 from	us,	

even	those	who	had	promised	to	come	for	Bible	
studies.	For	three	Sabbaths	in	Mali	no	one	was	
willing	to	come	to	church,	and	we	worshipped	
alone	 as	 a	 family	until	 our	 last	 day.	As	 time	
passed,	 the	people	 saw	 that	we	were	not	 sick	
and	started	coming	back	one	by	one	for	studies.	
I	knew	it	was	the	work	of	the	devil	to	keep	them	
away	 from	hearing	 the	 truth.	But	now	many	
were	attracted	to	us.	We	had	Bible	studies,	and	
I	presented	PowerPoint	presentations	on	Daniel	
and	the	Revelation,	the	mark	of	the	beast,	and	
other	subjects;	the	response	was	amazing.	One	
special	thing	about	these	interested	individuals	
was	that	they	were	so	eager	to	know	the	truth	
and	 asked	many	 intelligent	 questions.	 Some	
openly	stated	that	they	were	for	the	IMS.	In	our	
last	days	in	Mali,	we	had	some	of	the	happiest	
times	since	we	went	to	West	Africa.
But	news	came	that	Ebola	had	entered	Mali.	

This	was	about	 three	days	before	we	were	 to	
leave.	It	was	a	moment	of	great	concern	again,	
for	we	feared	that	the	airlines	would	cancel	their	
flights	to	Mali	and	we	would	be	left	stranded.	
The	people	at	home	also	informed	us	that	since	
we	would	be	arriving	from	West	Africa	and	a	
country	that	had	cases	of	Ebola,	we	would	be	
quarantined	on	our	 arrival.	But	we	were	not	
afraid,	 because	we	had	 already	quarantined	
ourselves	for	21	days.	We	had	no	choice	but	to	
continue	to	present	our	petitions	to	the	Lord	and	
ask	for	His	will	to	be	done.	“The	Lord	is	slow	
to	anger,	and	great	in	power:	the	Lord	hath	His	
way	in	the	whirlwind	and	in	the	storm,	and	the	
clouds	are	the	dust	of	His	feet.”	Nahum	1:3.	Yes,	
in	these	storms	the	way	of	the	Lord	was	seen.	
When	we	arrived	in	Zimbabwe,	no	isolation	or	
quarantine	was	 required,	 and	we	went	home	
freely	and	praised	the	Lord	for	His	mercy	to	us.
May	the	Lord	continue	to	bless	the	work	that	

has	just	begun	in	Mali,	and	may	we	come	closer	
to	 these	precious	 souls	 and	 strengthen	 them	
every	way	we	possibly	 can.	We	 left	Mali	 on	
October	29,	but	our	hearts	are	still	with	our	dear	
brethren	 in	Liberia,	 Sierra	Leone,	 and	Guinea	
as	well	as	with	the	new	souls	in	Mali.	May	the	
Lord	strengthen	and	bless	them	so	that	one	day	
we	will	see	them	again	and	never	have	to	part.

At the Bamako, Mali, airport before the flight home 

Safely home in Zimbabwe
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“A
lthough it may seem that you are all alone here, yet you are not alone; for Christ is with you; you are in 
blessed company. You have the words coming down the line from prophets and apostles, to encourage you 
to steadfastness. Many of these holy men lost their lives for their faithfulness to God. If you suffer for the 
truth’s sake, remember that this is no more than others have done before you. What trials and afflictions 

Paul endured, yet he says: ‘Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eter-
nal weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.’ 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18.

“As the wickedness of the wicked increases, opposition will be brought to bear upon you closer and closer. Satan has 
many batteries prepared to open upon the people of God. You will have troubles and difficulties to meet, such as you never 
experienced before, and there will seem to be no way of escape. But if you have learned to trust in God, you know that He 
will not leave you; you have the assurance that He will hear your prayers, for He has been to you all that He has promised. 
You can hang your helpless soul on Jesus, and in the time of trial He will prove to you a never-failing helper.

“Those who here acknowledge God as their ruler, by obeying the laws of His government, will be accounted worthy of a 
place in His family in heaven; for they have proved that they will reverence Him and obey His will in the future life. When 
the final hour of trial comes, God will send His angels to guard them. When the voice that once shook the earth shall 
shake not only the earth but also heaven, then the voice of our Lord will be heard saying, ‘Come, ye blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’ Matthew 25:34. They will see Him as He is; they 
will escape those things that are coming upon the earth, and will stand within the heavenly courts; for Christ has prom-
ised, ‘Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city.’ Revelation 22:14.” –Historical Sketches of the Foreign Missions of the Seventh-day Adventists, pp. 
197, 198.

All
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